PRIDE AND PREJUDICE

Chapters 1-4
Summary: Chapters 1-2

The news that a wealthy young gentleman named €$fairigley has rented the manor known as
Netherfield Park causes a great stir in the neighgoillage of Longbourn, especially in the Bennet
household. The Bennets have five unmarried daughaed Mrs. Benngea foolish and fussy gossip,
is the sort who agrees with the novel’s openingdsoflt is a truth universally acknowledged, that a
single man in possession of a good fortune, must bent of a wife.” She sees Bingley’s arrival as
an opportunity for one of the girls to obtain a WWaaspouse, and she therefore insists that her
husband call on the new arrival immediately. MrnBettorments his family by pretending to have
no interest in doing so, but he eventually meeth Wir. Bingley without their knowing. When he
reveals to Mrs. Bennet and his daughters that berfaale their new neighbor’s acquaintance, they
are overjoyed and excited.

Summary: Chapters 3—4

Eager to learn more, Mrs. Bennet and the girls tipre$1r. Bennet incessantly. A few days later,
Mr. Bingley returns the visit, though he does neetMr. Bennet's daughters. The Bennets invite
him to dinner shortly afterward, but he is callechg to London. Soon, however, he returns to
Netherfield Park with his two sisters, his brotietaw, and a friend named Darcy

Mr. Bingley and his guests go to a ball in the bgdown of Meryton. The Bennet sisters attend the
ball with their mother. The eldest daughter, Jalamces twice with Bingley. Within Elizabéth
hearing, Bingley exclaims to Darcy that Jane i€ ‘thost beautiful creature” he has ever beheld.
Bingley suggests that Darcy dance with Elizabetit Oarcy refuses, saying, “she is tolerable, but
not handsome enough to tempt me.” He proceedsclaréghat he has no interest in women who
are “slighted by other men.” Elizabeth takes an edrate and understandable disliking to Darcy.
Because of Darcy’s comments and refusal to dantteasiyone not rich and well bred, the
neighborhood takes a similar dislike; it declar@sgiy, on the other hand, to be quite “amiable.”
At the end of the evening, the Bennet women rettiitheir house, where Mrs. Bennet regales her
husband with stories from the evening until hestssthat she be silent. Upstairs, Jane relates to
Elizabeth her surprise that Bingley danced withtiéce, and Elizabeth replies that Jane is unaware
of her own beauty. Both girls agree that Binglesisters are not well-mannered, but whereas Jane
insists that they are charming in close conversatttizabeth continues to harbor a dislike for them
The narrator then provides the reader with Bingldgackground: he inherited a hundred thousand
pounds from his father, but for now, in spite of bisters’ complaints, he lives as a tenant. His
friendship with Darcy is “steady,” despite the aast in their characters, illustrated in their
respective reactions to the Meryton ball. Binglgyeerful and sociable, has an excellent time and is
taken with Jane; Darcy, more clever but less tgdinds the people dull and even criticizes Jare f
smiling too often (Bingley’s sisters, on the othand, find Jane to be “a sweet girl,” and Bingley
therefore feels secure in his good opinion of her).



Chapters 5-8

Summary: Chapters 5-6

The Bennets’ neighbors are Sir William Lucas, hifeywand their children. The eldest of these
children, Charlotteis Elizabetfs closest friend. The morning after the ball, W@men of the two
families discuss the evening. They decide thateMBihgley danced with Charlotte first, he
considered Jan® be the prettiest of the local girls. The distas then turns to Mr. Dar¢yand
Elizabeth states that she will never dance with; lemeryone agrees that Darcy, despite his family
and fortune, is too proud to be likable.

Bingley’s sisters exchange visits with the Benragtd attempt to befriend Elizabeth and Jane.
Meanwhile, Bingley continues to pay attention tnelaand Elizabeth decides that her sister is “in a
way to be very much in love” with him but is conlteg it very well. She discusses this with
Charlotte Lucas, who comments that if Jane conaetde well, Bingley may lose interest.
Elizabeth says it is better for a young woman t@#tent until she is sure of her feelings; Chaelot
disagrees, saying that it is best not to know toehrabout the faults of one’s future husband.
Darcy finds himself attracted to Elizabeth. He Ingdistening to her conversations at parties, much
to her surprise. At one party at the Lucas housal8liam attempts to persuade Elizabeth and
Darcy to dance together, but Elizabeth refusesrt§tafterward, Darcy tells Bingley’'s unmarried
sister that “Miss Elizabeth Bennet” is now the abjef his admiration.

Summary: Chapters 7-8

The reader learns that Mr. Bensgtroperty is entailed, meaning that it must gass man after Mr.
Bennet's death and cannot be inherited by anyflaughters. His two youngest children,
Catheringlnicknamed Kitty) and Lydigentertain themselves by beginning a series abwis their
mother’s sister, Mrs. Phillips, in the town of M&g, and gossiping about the militia stationed
there.

One night, while the Bennets are discussing tha@ies@ over dinner, a note arrives inviting Jane to
Netherfield Park for a day. Mrs. Benratd Elizabeth conspire to send Jane by horserrithie
coach, knowing that it will rain and that Jane withsequently have to spend the night at Mr.
Bingley’s house. Unfortunately, their plan workd tap well: Jane is soaked, falls ill, and is fafce
to remain at Netherfield as an invalid. Elizabetegto visit her, hiking over on foot. When she
arrives with soaked and dirty stockings she cagsée a stir and is certain that the Bingleys hold
her in contempt for her soiled clothes. Jane iadist her sister spend the night, and the Bingleys
consent.

That night, while Elizabeth visits Jane, the Biygsesters poke fun at the Bennets. Darcy and Mr.
Bingley defend them, though Darcy concedes, fingtt he would not want his sister ever to go out
on such a walking expedition and, second, thaB#mnets’s lack of wealth and family make them
poor marriage prospects. When Elizabeth returtisg@oom, the discussion turns to Darcy’s library
at his ancestral home of Pemberéad then to Darcy’s opinions on what constitutes a
“accomplished woman.” After he and Bingley list ti¢ributes that such a woman would possess,
Elizabeth declares that she “never saw such capacit taste, and application, and elegance, as you
describe, united,” implying that Darcy is far toendanding.



Chapters 9-12

Summary: Chapters 9-10

The next day, Mrs. Bennatrives with_Lydiaand_Catherinéo visit JaneTo Elizabetts dismay,
Mrs. Bennet spends much of her visit trying to doog Bingley to remain at Netherfield. During
her stay, Mrs. Bennet makes a general fool of fefgst by comparing country life to the city and
then by prattling on about Jane’s beauty. Neaetiteof the visit, fifteen-year-old Lydia asks
Bingley whether he will hold a ball at Netherfidb@drk. He replies that he must wait until Jane is
fully recovered to hold a ball.

In the evening, Elizabeth observes Miss Bingdding compliments upon Darcys he writes to his
sister. The conversation turns to Bingley’s styléetter writing and then to Bingley’s impetuous
behavior, which entangles Elizabeth and Darcy iargument over the virtues of accepting the
advice of friends. Afterward, Miss Bingley playslieely Scotch air” on the pianoforte, and
Elizabeth again refuses to dance with Darcy. Heersed only increases his admiration, and he
considers that “were it not for the inferiority loér connections, he should be in some danger.” Miss
Bingley, observing his attraction, becomes jeakus spends the following day making fun of
Elizabeth’s family, inviting Darcy to imagine thezonnected to his proud and respectable line.
That night, Miss Bingley begins reading in imitatiof Darcy—a further attempt to impress him.
She chooses her book merely because it is the demiuimme of the one that Darcy is reading. Of
course, being uninterested in literature, she iskiyjubored and says loudly, “I declare after akte

is no enjoyment like reading! How much sooner ores tof any thing than of a book!—When | have
a house of my own, | shall be miserable if | hagean excellent library.”

Summary: Chapters 11-12

Miss Bingley spends the following night in simifashion, trying to attract Darcy’s attention: first

by reading, then by criticizing the foolishnesdafls, and finally by walking about the room. Only
when she asks Elizabeth to walk with her, howedees Darcy look up, and then the two women
discuss the possibility of finding something tacide in his character. He states that his onlytfigu
resentment—‘my good opinion once lost is lost fergvElizabeth replies that it is hard to laugh at
a “propensity to hate every body,” and Miss Binglelyserving Elizabeth’s monopolization of
Darcy’s attention once again, insists on music.

The next morning, Elizabeth writes to her mothesdg that she and Jane are ready to return home.
Mrs. Bennet wishes Jane to stay longer with Bingdey she refuses to send the carriage. Elizabeth,
anxious to be away, insists on borrowing Binglesasriage and she and her sister leave Netherfield
Park. Darcy is glad to see them go, as Elizabétacas him “more than he liked,” considering her
unsuitability as a prospect for matrimony.



Chapters 13-17

Summary: Chapters 13-15

The morning after his daughters return from Netbktf Mr. Benneinforms his wife of an
imminent visit from a Mr. William Collinswho will inherit Mr. Bennet’'s property. Mr. Catis, the
reader learns from a letter he sends to the Benseisclergyman whom the wealthy noblewoman
Lady Catherine de Bourdhas recently selected to serve her parish. HisrJets Mr. Bennet puts it,
contains “a mixture of servility and self-importa&jtand his personality is similar. He arrives at
Longbourn and apologizes for being entitled toBeenets’s property but spends much of his time
admiring and complimenting the house that will diag be his.

At dinner, Mr. Collins lavishes praise on Lady Gathe de Bourgh and her daughter, a lovely
invalid who will one day inherit the de Bourgh fane. After the meal, he is asked to read to the
girls, but he refuses to read a novel and reads &dook of sermons instead. Lydiacomes so
bored that she interrupts his reading with moresgoabout the soldiers. Mr. Collins is offended and
abandons the reading, choosing to play backgamnitbrvlv. Bennet.

Mr. Collins is in search of a wife and when MrsnBethints that Janenay soon be engaged, he
fixes his attention on Elizabetfihe day after his arrival, he accompanies thersigo the town of
Meryton, where they encounter one of Lydia’s offireends, Mr. Denny. Denny introduces his
friend, Mr. Wickham who has just joined the militia, and the youngwem find Wickham
charming. While they converse, Daragd Bingley happen by, and Elizabeth notices\ttiakham
and Darcy are extremely cold to each other.

Darcy and Bingley depart, and the company paysiata Mrs. Phillips, Mrs. Bennet’s sister, who
invites the Bennets and Mr. Collins to dine ath@use the following night. The girls convince her
to invite Wickham as well. They return home and Mollins spends the evening telling Mrs.
Bennet how greatly her sister’'s good breeding irsgee him.

Summary: Chapters 16-17

At the Phillips’s dinner party, Wickham proves ttenter of attention and Mr. Collins fades into the
background. Eventually, Wickham and Elizabeth fimemselves in conversation, and she hears his
story: he had planned on entering the ministryyemathan the militia, but was unable to do so
because he lacked money. Darcy’s father, Wickham, $ead intended to provide for him, but Darcy
used a loophole in the will to keep the money fondelf.

Elizabeth, who instinctively likes and trusts Wiekh, accepts his story immediately. Later in the
evening, while she is watching Mr. Collins, Wickh#elis her that Darcy is Lady Catherine de
Bourgh’s nephew. He describes Lady Catherine addtdirial and insolent.” Elizabeth leaves the
party thinking of nothing “but Mr. Wickham, and witg had told her, all the way home.” She
decides that Darcy deserves nothing but contempt.

Elizabeth expresses these feelings to Jane thedagxaind Jane defends Darcy, saying that there is
probably a misunderstanding between the two memalggth will have none of it, and when Bingley
invites the neighborhood to a ball the followingeBday, she looks forward to seeing Wickham.
Unfortunately, she is forced to promise the fivgd tdances to Mr. Collins.

Chapters 18-23



Summary: Chapter 18

Much to Elizabetls dismay, Wickhandoes not attend the ball. Mr. Denny tells Elizakestd Lydia
that Darcys presence keeps Wickham away from Netherfieldabeth’s unhappiness increases
during two clumsy dances with Mr. Collimsid reaches its peak when she finds herself damdgth
Darcy. Their conversation is awkward, especiallyewkhe mentions Wickham, a subject Darcy
clearly wishes to avoid. At the end of the dandeabeth encounters Miss Binglewho warns her
not to trust Wickham. Elizabeth assumes that Byiglsister is only being spiteful, however, and
chooses to ignore the warning. Janen tells her sister that she has asked Bingleinformation
about Wickham. But everything Bingley knows abdw officer comes from Darcy and is therefore
(in Elizabeth’s mind) suspect.

Mr. Collins, meanwhile, realizes that Darcy is tethto his patroness, Lady Catherilvespite of
Elizabeth’s best attempts to dissuade him, heduirtes himself. Darcy treats Mr. Collins with
contempt, but Mr. Collins is so obtuse that he dugsotice.

At supper,_Mrs. Bennatiscusses the hoped-for union of Bingley and daneudly that Elizabeth
criticizes her, noting that Darcy is listening. MBennet, however, ignores Elizabeth and continues
rambling about the impending marriage. At the enitthe meal, Maryperforms a terrible song for
the company, and Mr. Collins delivers a speechpaf and absurd pomposity. Elizabeth feels that
her family has completely embarrassed itself.

Summary: Chapters 19-21

The next day, Mr. Collins proposes marriage todtgth, assuming that she will be overjoyed. She
turns him down as gently as possible, but he st she will change her mind shortly. Mrs.
Bennet, who regards a match between her daughddvianCollins as advantageous, is infuriated.
She tells Elizabeth that if she does not marry Gbilins she will never see her again, and she asks
Mr. Bennetto order Elizabeth to marry the clergyman. Herdausl refuses and, befitting his wit and
his desire to annoy his wife, actually informs tiighter that if she were to marry Mr. Collins, he
would refuse to see her again.

A few days after the refused proposal, Elizabetoanters Wickham in Meryton. He apologizes for
his absence from the ball and walks her home, wBkzabeth introduces him to her parents. That
same day, a letter arrives for Jane from Miss Bipginforming her that Bingley and his party are
returning to the city indefinitely and implying thBingley plans to marry Darcy’s sister, Georgiana
Elizabeth comforts Jane, telling her that this tofevents is all Miss Bingley’s doing, not her
brother’s, and that Bingley will return to Nethet.

Summary: Chapters 22—-23

Suddenly, news arrives that Mr. Collins has progdseCharlotte Lucaand that Elizabeth’s friend
has accepted. Elizabeth is shocked, despite Ctedslaisistence that the match is the best for whic
she could hope. Mrs. Bennet, of course, is furigitls her daughter for allowing a husband to
escape her, and as the days go by with no word Bimgley, Jane’s marriage prospects, too, begin
to appear limited.

Chapters 24-26

Summary: Chapters 24-25

Miss Bingleysends another letter, this one praising the beaudycharm of Darcy sister. The
letter further states that Bingley will remain inoridon all winter, putting an end to the Bennets’s



hopes that he might return to Netherfield. Elizabstvery upset by this news and complains to Jane
that people lack “merit or sense,” referring to @ey for apparently abandoning Jane, and to
Charlotte Lucagor agreeing to marry Mr. Collindeanwhile, Mrs. Benn&s hopes of seeing her
daughters wed fade rapidly. Mr. Bennet seems amirgeeincourages Elizabeth’s interest in
Wickham so that she, like her sister, can be “crossdove.”

Mrs. Bennet’s brother, Mr. Gardinezomes to stay with the family. Immediately recagrgy Jane’s
sadness, the Gardiners invite Jane to accompanylthek to London when they finish their visit,
hoping that a change in scenery might raise Japé'gs. Jane accepts, excited also that in London
she might get an opportunity to see Mr. Bingleytha course of evenings spent with various friends
and the military officers, Mrs. Gardiner noticeattklizabeth and Wickham, though not in any
serious sort of love, show a definite preferencesrh other. Because of his lack of money, Mrs.
Gardiner does not think of Wickham as a good méiclklizabeth, though she is fond of

Wickham'’s stories of his life around Darcy’s estat&emberleywhich is near where Mrs. Gardiner
grew up.

Summary: Chapter 26

At the first opportunity, Mrs. Gardiner warns Elaeth that Wickham'’s lack of money makes him an
unsuitable match. She further says that Elizabdhlsl be careful not to embarrass her father by
becoming attached to Wickham. Elizabeth respondfuddy, stating that she will try to keep
Wickham from falling in love with her and that stievoutly wishes not to upset her father, but
concluding that all she can do is her best.

After Jane and the Gardiners depart for London,@ilins returns from a visit to his parish for his
wedding. Elizabeth reluctantly promises to visia@btte after her marriage. Meanwhile, Jane’s
letters from London recount how she called on NBsgjley and how Miss Bingley was cold to her
and visited her only briefly in return. Jane bedisthat Bingley’s sister views her as an obstacle t
her brother’'s marrying Georgiana Darcy

Mrs. Gardiner writes to Elizabeth to ask about Wenk, and Elizabeth replies that his attentions
have shifted to another girl, a Miss King, who has inherited a large fortune. This turn of events
touches Elizabeth’s heart “but slightly . . . aret f)anity was satisfied with believing that she \dou
have been his only choice, had fortune permittéd lte narrator then goes on to point out that
Elizabeth’s equanimity about Wickham trying to nyaior money is somewhat out of joint with her
disgust that Charlotte would do the same thingfoh€lizabeth, the very limited pain that
Wickham's transfer of affections causes her malkeedhklieve she was never in love with him.

Chapters 27-34

Summary: Chapters 27-29

In March, Elizabethravels with Sir William Lucas to visit Charlotéand her new husband, Mr.
Coallins. On the way, they spend a night in London witheJamd the Gardiners. Elizabeth and Mrs.
Gardinerspeak about Wickhasattempts to win over Miss King. Mrs. Gardinecrgical of him,
calling him a “mercenary,” but Elizabeth defendsihcalling him prudent. Before Elizabeth leaves
London, the Gardiners invite her to accompany tbem tour in some unspecified area in England,
perhaps out to the lakes. Elizabeth gleefully atcep

When Elizabeth arrives in Hunsford, the locatiomf Collins’s parish, the clergyman greets her
enthusiastically, as does Charlotte. On the sedadf her visit, she sees Miss de Bourgh, Lady de



Bourgh’s daughter from a window. The girl is “sigldnd cross,” Elizabeth decides, and she
imagines with some satisfaction Dacynarrying such an unappealing person. Miss de'dgou
invites them to dine at Rosings, a mansion thasasven Sir William Lucas with its grandeur.

At dinner, Lady Catherindominates the conversation. After the meal, shis @lizabeth
concerning her upbringing, deciding that the Bersngers have been badly reared. The failure of
Mrs. Benneto hire a governess, the girls’ lack of musical artistic talents, and Elizabeth’s own
impudence are all mentioned before the end of ¥keiag.

Summary: Chapters 30-32

Sir William departs after a week, satisfied witk Daughter’'s contentment. Shortly thereafter, Darcy
and a cousin named Colonel Fitzwilliam visit theimt at Rosings. When Mr. Collins pays his
respects, the two men accompany him back to hsopage and visit briefly with Elizabeth and
Charlotte.

Another invitation to Rosings follows, and Coloiéizwilliam pays special attention to Elizabeth
during the dinner. After the meal, she plays tl@pforte and pokes fun at Darcy, informing
Colonel Fitzwilliam of his bad behavior at the Meny ball, at which he refused to dance with her.
Lady Catherine lectures Elizabeth on the propermaaof playing the instrument, forcing Elizabeth
to remain at the keyboard until the end of the eaxgen

The next day, Darcy visits the parsonage and Eiimbeth that Bingley is unlikely to spend much
of his time at Netherfield Park in the future. Trest of their conversation is awkward, and when
Darcy departs, Charlotte declares that he must beve with Elizabeth, or he would never have
called in such an odd manner. In the days thadviglboth Darcy and his cousin visit frequently,
however, and eventually Charlotte surmises thatperhaps Colonel Fitzwilliam who is interested
in Elizabeth.

Summary: Chapters 33-34

Elizabeth encounters Darcy and his cousin frequemther walks through the countryside. During
one conversation, Colonel Fitzwilliam mentions thBarcy claims to have recently saved a friend
from an imprudent marriage. Elizabeth conjectuhes the “friend” was Bingley and the “imprudent
marriage” a marriage to Jane. She views Darcyasagent of her sister’s unhappiness.

Alone at the parsonage, Elizabeth is still mullowgr what Fitzwilliam has told her when Darcy
enters and abruptly declares his love for her.griposal of marriage dwells at length upon her
social inferiority, and Elizabeth’s initially poditrejection turns into an angry accusation. She
demands to know if he sabotaged Jane’s romanceBiitiley; he admits that he did. She then
repeats Wickham'’s accusations and declares thdhsties Darcy to be proud and selfish and that
marriage to him is utterly unthinkable. Darcy giyndeparts.

Chapters 35-42

Summary: Chapters 35-36

The following day, Elizabettakes a walk and runs into Darayho gives her a letter. He walks
away, and Elizabeth begins to read. In the leRarcy again admits to attempting to break
Bingley’s romance with Janéut he defends himself by arguing that Janeachthent to his friend
was not yet strong enough to lead to heartbrealadds that he did not wish Bingley to involve




himself with the social encumbrance of marryingitite Bennet family, with its lack of both wealth
and propriety. In relation to Wickharthe letter states that Darcy did provide for lafter his

father's death and that the root of their quamglih an attempt by Wickham to elope with Darcy’s
sister, Georgianan the hopes of obtaining her fortune.

Elizabeth is stunned by this revelation, and while dismisses some of what Darcy says about Jane
and Bingley, his account of Wickham’s doings causasto reappraise the officer and decide that
she was probably wrong to trust him. Her feelirygard Darcy suddenly enter into flux.

Summary: Chapters 37-39

Darcy and Colonel Fitzwilliam leave Rosings. A wéaler, Elizabeth departs the parsonage, despite
Lady Catherints insistence that she stay another two weeks.rBditzabeth leaves, Mr. Collins
informs her that he and Charloteem to be made for one another (which is clestyrue). He
wishes Elizabeth the same happiness in marriagdéhlimself enjoys.

After a short stay at the Gardiners’s London hotdiegabeth, joined by Jane, returns home. The two
are met by Catherinend_Lydia who talk of nothing but the soldiers as they tdene in their

father's coach. The regiment is to be sent to Baglior the summer, and the two girls are hoping to
convince their parents to summer there also. Ircthuese of the conversation, Lydia mentions, with
some satisfaction, that Wickham is no longer irgt@ in Miss King, who has gone to Liverpool to
stay with her uncle.

Mr. and_Mrs. Bennetvelcome their daughters home, and the Lucases tmmaénner. Lydia prattles
about the exciting coach ride and insists thagiHe go to Meryton to see the officers. Not wagtin

to see Wickham, Elizabeth refuses.

Summary: Chapters 40—-42

Elizabeth tells Jane the truth about Wickham. Tielyate whether to expose him publicly,
ultimately deciding against it. Meanwhile, Mrs. Beh continues to bemoan the loss of Mr. Bingley
as a husband for Jane and voices her displeastire aappy marriage of Charlotte and Mr. Collins.
Lydia is invited to spend the summer in Brightonthg wife of a Colonel Forster. Mr. Bennet
allows her to go, assuming that the colonel wigxéer out of trouble.

Elizabeth sees Wickham once more before his redineparts, and they discuss Darcy in a guarded
manner. Elizabeth avoids any mention of what slsedimscovered. The soldiers leave Meryton for
Brighton; Kitty is distraught to see them go andmrewore distraught that her sister is allowed to
follow them.

In July, Elizabeth accompanies the Gardiners augdf the Derbyshire countryside, and their
travels take them close to Darcy’s manor, PembeHewring that Darcy is not in the neighborhood,
she agrees to take a tour of the estate.

Chapters 43-45
Summary: Chapter 43

As Elizabethtours the beautiful estate of Pembenmath the Gardiners, she imagines what it would
be like to be mistress there, as Désayife. The housekeeper, Mrs. Reynolds, shows thertraits



of Darcy and Wickhanand relates that Darcy, in his youth, was “theetest, most generous-
hearted boy in the world.” She adds that he ikthdest of masters: “I have never had a cross word
from him in my life.” Elizabeth is surprised to esaich an agreeable description of a man she
considers unbearably arrogant.

While Elizabeth and the Gardiners continue to esgtbe grounds, Darcy himself suddenly appears.
He joins them in their walk, proving remarkably ipal Elizabeth is immediately embarrassed at
having come to Pemberley after the events of rememths, and she assures Darcy that she came
only because she thought that he was away. Daltsyher that he has just arrived to prepare his
home for a group of guests that includes the Bysgind his own sister, Georgiatte asks

Elizabeth if she would like to meet Georgiana, &Bfidabeth replies that she would. After Darcy
leaves them, the Gardiners comment on his goodslaokl good manners, so strikingly divergent
from the account of Darcy’s character that Elizaldeds given them.

Summary: Chapters 44-45

The next day, Darcy and Georgiana, who is prettywbuy shy, visit Elizabeth at her inn. Bingley
joins them, and after a brief visit, they inviteZabeth and the Gardiners, who perceive that Digrcy
in love with their niece, to dine at Pemberley. Tolowing morning, Elizabeth and Mrs. Gardiner
visit Pemberley to call on Miss Darcy. Bingley'stgirs are both present; when Darcy enters the
room, Miss Bingleymakes a spiteful comment to Elizabeth, noting thatdeparture of the militia
from Meryton “must be a great loss to your famillizabeth dodges the subject of Wickham. This
deflection proves fortunate given the presenceexrGiana, as references to the man with whom she
almost eloped would embarrass her.

After the guests depart, Miss Bingley attemptsriticize Elizabeth to Darcy, and makes a light
remark about how he once thought Elizabeth “raphnetty.” Darcy replies that he now considers
Elizabeth “one of the handsomest women of my acqaace.”

Chapters 4649

Summary: Chapter 46

When_Elizabethreturns to her inn, she finds two letters fromeJdime first relates that Lydibas
eloped with Wickhamthe second that there is no word from the coaptéthat they may not be
married yet. Elizabeth panics, realizing that iftkhiam does not marry Lydia, the reputations of
both Lydia and the entire family will be ruined

As Elizabeth rushes out to find the Gardiners, Rapears and she tells him the story. Darcy
immediately blames himself for not exposing Wickhamd Elizabeth blames herself for the same
reason. She decides to return home immediateler Aft apology to Darcy and his sister for
breaking their dinner engagement, Elizabeth andSdreliners hasten back to the Bennet home in
Longbourn.

Summary: Chapter 47

On the way home, Mr. Gardinattempts to reassure his niece that Wickham willainly marry
Lydia because he will not want his own career apditation ruined. Elizabeth replies by telling
them generally about Wickham’s past behavior, withrevealing the details of his romance with




Darcy’s sister.When she gets home, Elizabeth Ieatsher father has gone to London in search of
Lydia and Wickham. Mrs. Benneatf course, is hysterical, blaming Colonel Forétemot taking

care of her daughter. In private, Jane assurealtdth that there was no way anyone could have
known about their sister’s attachment to Wickhanetfilly, they examine the letter that Lydia left
for Colonel Forster’s wife, in which she looks famd to signing her name “Lydia Wickham.”

Summary: Chapter 48

Mr. Gardiner follows Mr. Benneb London and writes to Longbourn a few days latén the news
that the search has been unsuccessful so far.gdese¢hat Mr. Bennet is now going to every hotel
in turn looking for the couple. Meanwhile, a letégrives from Mr. Collinghat, in his usual manner,
accuses the Bennets of poor parenting and notekytie’s behavior reflects poorly on the family
as a whole. More time passes before Mr. Gardingesvto say that attempts to trace Wickham
through friends and family have failed. The leftether says, to Mrs. Bennet’'s consternation, that
Mr. Bennet is returning home.

Summary: Chapter 49

Two days after Mr. Bennet returns to Longbourn, @ardiner writes to tell him that Wickham and
Lydia have been found and that Wickham will marey i the Bennets will guarantee him a small
income. Mr. Bennet gladly acquiesces, deciding iinatriage to a scoundrel is better than a ruined
reputation.

The Bennets assume that the Gardiners have paikh@fit a sizable amount to get him to agree to
the wedding. Not “a farthing less than ten thousamahds,” Mr. Bennet guesses. The Bennets
assume that they owe a deep debt to their relaties Bennet is deliriously happy at having Lydia
married, even when her husband and daughters @airitow much it has probably cost. Her
happiness is tempered when her husband refusdewo\ickham and Lydia to visit or to provide
his newly married daughter with money to purchdsthes.

Chapters 50-55

Summary: Chapters 50-51

Elizabethrealizes that her opinion of Darbys changed so completely that if he were to mepo
her again, she would accept. She understands, leowtbat, given Lydia embarrassing behavior
and the addition of Wickharto the Bennet family, such a proposal seems exdyeomlikely.

Mr. Gardinerwrites to Mr. Benneagain to inform him that Wickham has acceptedraragssion in
the North of England. Lydia asks to be alloweditt\nher family before she goes north with her
new husband. After much disagreement, the Bentiets the newlyweds to stay at their home. The
ten-day visit is difficult: Lydia is oblivious tdlaof the trouble that she has caused, and Wickham
behaves as if he has done nothing wrong. One nmmle sitting with Janand Elizabeth, Lydia
describes her wedding and mentions that Darcy wé#sel church. Elizabeth is amazed and sends a
letter to Mrs. Gardiner asking for details.

Summary: Chapters 52-53



Mrs. Gardiner replies to Elizabeth that it was Qanho found Lydia and Wickham, and Darcy who
paid Wickham the money that facilitated the mamigghe drops hints that Darcy did so because of
his love for Elizabeth. Elizabeth’s surprise is iemse, and she is unsure whether to be upset or
pleased.

After Wickham and Lydia depart for their new homehe North, news arrives that Bingley is
returning to Netherfield Park for a few weeks. Eennet refuses to visit him, much to the family’s
discomfort. Three days after his arrival at Netiedalf however, Bingley comes to the Bennets’s
home, accompanied by Darcy. Mrs. Benigatverly attentive to Bingley and quite rude tarby,
completely unaware that he was the one who savdalLBefore departing, the gentlemen promise
to dine at Longbourn soon.

Summary: Chapters 54-55

Darcy and Bingley come to dinner; Bingley placanself next to Jane and pays her much attention
while Darcy finds a seat at the opposite end otdlhée from Elizabeth, rendering conversation
between the two impossible. Elizabeth acceptshthaing been refused by her once, Darcy will not
ask her to marry him again.

Bingley visits the Bennets a few days later, and.NBennet invites him to dinner. He tells her that
he is already engaged for the day but eagerly és@pinvitation for the following day. He calls so
early on the morrow that he arrives before the woimeve gotten dressed. After the meal, Mrs.
Bennet manages (clumsily) to leave Bingley aloni Wane but he does not propose. The following
day, however, Bingley goes shooting with Mr. Bererad stays for dinner. After the meal, he finds
himself alone with Jane again. This time, he te#lsthat he will ask Mr. Bennet for permission to
marry her. Mr. Bennet happily agrees and Jane Eiltebeth that she is “the happiest creatureen th
world.”

The engagement settled, Bingley comes to visinoflane learns that he had no idea that she was in
London over the winter, and she realizes thatibters were attempting to keep him away from her.
Meanwhile, the neighborhood agrees that the Beraretextremely fortunate in their daughter’'s
marriage.

Chapters 5661

Summary: Chapter 56

A week after Bingley and Jateecome engaged, Lady CathertteeBourgh visits the Bennets. The
noblewoman wants to speak with Elizabettd insists that they walk outside to hold a cosaton.
There, Lady Catherine informs Elizabeth that sheheard a rumor that Darcyplanning to marry
her. Such a notion, Lady Catherine insists, iguliius, given Elizabeth’s low station in life arnt
tacit engagement of Darcy to her own daughter.

Elizabeth conceals her surprise at this news atsdvacy coolly toward Lady Catherine. She admits
that she and Darcy are not engaged but, despiteotllewoman’s demands, refuses to promise not
to enter into an engagement to him. Lady Catheadlaiens that Elizabeth is bound to obey her by
“the claims of duty, honour, and gratitude.” Shegants the familiar objection: the Bennets have
such low connections that Darcy’s marrying Elizab&buld “ruin him in the opinion of all his
friends, and make him the contempt of the worldizébeth defends her family, declaring, “I am a
gentleman’s daughter,” and then asserts her indkgpere from the exasperating control that such
snobs as Mr. CollindMiss Bingley and Lady Catherine herself always attempt totexesr their
social inferiors. “l am . . . resolved,” she sdys,act in that manner, which will, in my own opami,




constitute my happiness, without reference to pouo any person so wholly unconnected with
me.” Lady Catherine leaves, furious and frustrasew], Elizabeth keeps their conversation secret.

Summary: Chapters 57-58

A short time later, a letter arrives from Mr. Coflithat suggests that an engagement between Darcy
and Elizabeth is imminent. The letter comes to Bémnet who reads it to Elizabeth and comments
on the absurdity of the idea of an engagement Baity—“who never looked at any woman but to
see a blemish, and who probably never looked airytis life.”

A little while after Lady Catherine’s visit, Dar@gain comes to stay with Bingley at Netherfield.
The two friends visit the Bennets, and everyonesakwalk together. Elizabeth and Darcy lag
behind, and when they are alone, Elizabeth thammkgdr his generosity in saving Lydsagood
name. Darcy replies that he did so only becauseéaligcher sister. He then says that his feelings
toward her have not changed since his proposaakbgith tells him that her own feelings have
changed and that she is now willing to marry him.

Summary: Chapters 59-60

That night, Elizabeth tells Jane about Darcy’sntitsn to marry her. Jane, stunned, cannot believe
that Elizabeth truly loves Darcy. Elizabeth promsidane that she does. The next day, Darcy and
Elizabeth walk together again, and that night Dayogs to Mr. Bennet to ask him for his consent to
the match.

Like Jane, Mr. Bennet needs Elizabeth to convingethat she does indeed care for Darcy. After
she assures him of her love, she tells him how paid off Wickham Mrs. Bennethen learns of
her daughter’s engagement and is actually struokbodior a time before bursting into cries of
delight.

Darcy and Elizabeth discuss how their love begahtew it developed. Darcy writes to inform
Lady Catherine of his engagement, while Mr. Bersegids a letter to Mr. Collins to do likewise.
The Collinses come to Longbourn to congratulatectheple (and escape an angry Lady Catherine),
as do the Lucases and Mrs. Phillips.

Summary: Chapter 61

After the weddings, Bingley purchases an estate Pemberleyand the Bennet sisters visit one
another frequently. Kitty is kept away from Lydiadaher bad influence, and she matures greatly by
spending time at her elder sisters’ homes. Lydd\&ickham remain incorrigible, asking Darcy for
money and visiting the Bingleys so frequently tnatn the good-humored Bingley grows tired of
them. Elizabeth becomes great friends with Georgi&he even comes to interact on decent terms
with Miss Bingley. Lady Catherine eventually aceetite marriage and visits her nephew and his
wife at Pemberley. Darcy and Elizabeth continuedwsider the Gardiners close friends, grateful for
the fact that they brought Elizabeth to Pembetheyfirst time and helped to bring the two together.



