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\AAAA A AL A A A A A A A2 A2 2222222222222 2222222222222244



A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A sadddd,

P D DDPDPPPVPVVVVPVVPPPVPVVVVVIVVPVPVVVVVVVVPPPP99P999900 0

Martie 2007

Canada, theworld’'s second-largest country (aftessk), is
the largest country in the Western Hemisphere anapcises all
the North American continent north of the Unitedt8s, with
the exclusion of Alaska, Greeland, and the tinynEhelsland of
St. Pierre and Miquelon.

Canada is bounded on the north by the Artiedb¢on the
west by the Pacific Ocean, and on the east by tlam#ic Ocean
amd its associated bodies of water, including BaBay and
Labrador Sea. Its only international land boundsmyith the
United States - - on the northwest, beween Canadidha state
of Alaska, and on the south, whwre the U.S- Caradlder is
61,416 km (3,987 mi) long.

Canada has a total population (1991) of 27&%%. About
80% of this number live within 160 km (100 mi) bktU.S.
border on the south; approximately 89% of the cquist
virtually unsettled. Becouse of these vast tratigrtually
uninhabited northern forests and tundra, Canadama®sf the
Lowest population densities in the world.

Canada is gich in natural resources. Itwsdd leader in
value of mineral exports and produces and expoatsynof the
minerals needed for modern industrial economidispagh a
few minerals, such as manganese, chromium, baaxitetin
must by imported. Its soils, which are especiatih in the three
prairie provinces of Alberta. Saskatchewan, andildaa, are
intensively utilized and make Canada one of thddi®mtargest
exporters of agricultural products. Forests covecimof the
land, and Canada is the world’s largest exporfetewsprint
and a leading supplier of lumber, pulp, paper,\wodd
products.
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Canada has a dual cultural heritage thatstesm the
British conquest (1763) of the French colony of Nenance.
Today both French and English are official langsadde
threat of separatism by the largely French — spggirovince
of Quebec was an issue through the 1980s and E30Qs
referendum mandating the sovereingnty of Quebecdetesated
by Quebec’s electorate. The 1987 Meech Lake acemnrd,
addition to the 1982 constitution that acknowle@geebec’s
distinctness, failed in 1990 when two provincesisefl to
finalize it.

The name Canada is thought to be derived amata, the
Huron — Iroquois word meaning “vilage” or “comnmity”.

THE LAND AND RESOURCES

Canadahas six major physical, or physiograggions: the
CANADIAN SHIELD, the Artic Island, the Great Lake&t-
Lawrence Lowlands, the Appalachian Region, therioite
Plains, and the Cordilleran Region.

The populated southern areas of Canada heneeavariety
of temperate climates. The Pacific coastal areas ha
temperate marine west coast type of climate, wothl summers
in the 16 deg-18 deg C ( 60deg- 65deg F) rangeralad
wintwrs in the 0 deg-4 deg C ( 32 deg — 39 detpRjje. The
interior plains have a middle- latitude steppeetglimate in
the drier southern section and a more humid arre revet
continental type of climate elsewhere. Temperatuiagers and
18 deg- 20 deg to 25 deg C (-5 deg to +5 deg Hdimg winters
and 18 deg- 20 deg C (65 deg- 68 deg F) in shantrsars.
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The Great Lakes- St. Lawrence Lowlands and the
Appalachian Region have a more humid version afrdicental
type of climate. Both areas have a long, cold wineth
January averages about -10 deg C (14 deg F) ira$tern
sections and -4 deg C(25 deg F) in the OntarionBurta, and
short, warm summer with average temperatures af2deg C
(68 deg F).

Precipitation is heaviest in the west. V¢h@ioisture —laden
winds from the Pacific Ocean are forced to riser thie
mountainous coastal regions and bring more thad05im
(195 in) of rain a year to some areas, althoughamesannual
precipitation is 1,525 to 2,540 mm (60 to 100 Precipitation
is least in the Interior Plains, where many areasive less than
500 mm (20 in) a year. Except for the low- lyingcHia coast
areas, winter precipitation throughout Canada islhg in the
form of snow, and thick blankets of accumulatednscover
most of Canada east of Rockies for 3 to 6 monthkef/ear.

The sparsely settled northern areas havet@n@rtundra,
type of climate on the island and northern coamtahs and a
subartic type of climate in the vast transitionaaabetween the
frozen north and the settled south. The artic tfpdimate is
characterized by lonc, very cold winters, with aggr
temperatures higher than 10 deg C (50 deg F)hdrstibartic
areas, winters are similarly long and bitterly ¢dddt summers
are warm enough (more than 10 deg C/50 deg F)ppast
vegetation growth. Precipitation is generally lighthe western
areas of the arctic and subartic regions and heswigrtern
Quebec and Labrador. Despite the low precipitat8mw
covers the groumd permanently for more than 6 nwaotleveri
year.

The great majority of Canadians were bornam#tia, and
mst are of Eurupean descent. The ethnic composifitime
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population today is the result of successive wa¥es
immigration by various European national groupthpast.

Composition of the Population

French Canadians accound for about 27% atiotiaé
population and are heavily concentrated in the ipa@vof
Quebec. Where they are about 80% of the populadioa jn
New Brunswick. Where they constitute about a thirthe
population.

The British settled primarily in the Atlamprovinces and
in Ontario and later in British Columbia. They rama major
element in the population of these regions todigoagh the
proportion of the British ethnic group in Canadaaavhole has
declined steadily from 57% in 1901 to about 40%986.

The principal continental European groups@eemans,
Italians, Ukrainians, Scandinavians, Dutch, ancégol
Indigenous Indians and Eskimos (Inuit) accoundafemall
percentage of the total population but are a magment in the
north, where they accound for a majority of theydapon in the
Northwest Territories and a significant populatiorthe Yukon.

Canada has two official languages, Eglish amaé&h, which
have equal status in affairs of the federal andipoial
government and federal courts. Of the total popriaimore
than 60% speak only English and significant minesispeak
only French or are bilingual. A few speak neittlerduage. The
majority of new immigrants prefer to learn Englrsither than
French and to enroll their children in schoolsvimch the
language of instruction is English.

During the last 75 years, the Canadian econoasybees
transformed from one based primarily on agricultpraduction
and the export of agricultural products and rawamals to one
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based primarily on manufacturing and sefvice sectag well as
a sector of continuing importance.
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