IMPORTANT WARS

Napoleonic Wars, series of wars fought betweemceand a number of European
nations from 1799 to 1815. In 1799 France came uth@edomination of Napoleon
Bonaparte, who later becari@poleon | emperor of France, in 1804. The Napoleonic
Wars were a continuation of the wars of Erench Revolutior§1789-1799), in which
the Habsburgs and other dynastic rulers of Europgbined in an effort to overthrow
the revolutionary government of France and redtogeule of the French monarchy.

First Coalition

In the War of the First Coalition (1793-1797), Fearfought against an alliance
consisting ofAustrig PrussiaGreat Britain Spain theNetherlandsand the<ingdom

of Sardinia In 1796 Napoleon was entrusted by the governmwieRtance, the
Directory, with conducting military operations against Atatrforces in northerhaly.

In less than a year, Napoleon had led his troopgctory over the larger Austrian
army. In 1798, he was made the leader of an expeadi conqueEgyptas a base for
future attack against the British possession ofain@ihe invasion was ultimately
unsuccessful, and Napoleon returned to Franceoidth the two campaigns took place
before Napoleon's government, thensulatewas established, they are generally
regarded as the opening phases of the Napoleonis. Wae campaigns were the first
in which Napoleon displayed on a large scale hisugeas a commander; early battles
of the War of the Second Coalition are also inctuohethis category.

Second Coalition

Napoleon's success against Austria in his northalian campaign had put an end to
the First Coalition. During his absence in Egymwiver, a new alliance known as the
Second Coalition was formed on December 24, 1788.alliance was composed of
Russia Great Britain, Austria, the kingdom of Napleg€Sicily: History), Portugal

and theOttoman EmpireThe principal fighting of the War of the Seconda(tion,
which broke out at the end of 1798, took placemuthe following year in northern
Italy and in Switzerland. The Austrians and Russiamder the leadership chiefly of
the noted Russian general Coditksandr Suvorowwere uniformly successful against
the French in northern Italy. They defeated then€nan the battles of Magnano (April
5, 1799), Cassano (April 27), the Trebbia (Jund9)/-and Novi (August 15). The
coalition also captured Milan; put an end to @isalpine Republicwhich had been
formed under French auspices in 1797; occupiechTand in general deprived the
French of their previous victories in Italy. In $a@rland, matters went better for the
French. After a defeat at#ch (June 4-7) by harles Louis Johrarchduke of Austria,
French forces under General AndMassina defeated a Russian army under General
Alexander Korsakov on September 26. The victorf®ugorov led his forces from
northern Italy across the Alps to join those of akov in Switzerland. He found
Korsakov's forces already defeated and scatteradyr8v was forced by the French to
take refuge in the mountains of the canton of Gissavhere, during the early fall, his



army was practically destroyed by cold and staovatDn October 22, alleging lack of
cooperation by the Austrians, the Russians withdrem the Second Coalition.

After Napoleon returned to France from Egypt indberr 1799, he became leader of
the Consulate and offered to make peace with tlesalhe Coalition refused, and
Napoleon planned a series of moves against Ausimyarious German states in
alliance with Austria, for the spring of 1800. N&gmn crossed the Alps into northern
Italy with a newly raised army of 40,000 men andJane 14 defeated the Austrians in
theBattle of Marengoln the meantime French forces under General Vedar

Moreau had crossed the Rhine into southern Gerrmadyaken Munich. Moreau had
also defeated the Austrians under Archduke Jotkustria in the Battle of
Hohenlinden in Bavaria on December 3, and had amhdhto the city of Linz, Austria.
These and other French successes caused Austapitalate. On February 9, 1801, by
the Treaty of Luitville, Austria and its German allies ceded the lefihk of the Rhine
River to France, recognized the Batavian, Helvet@ealpine, and Ligurian republics,
and made other concessions. The Treaty ofilzilie also marked the breakup of the
Second Coalition. The only allied nation that coaéd fighting was Great Britain.
British troops had unsuccessfully engaged the FrencDutch soil in 1799, but had
made some territorial gains at the expense of eranésia and elsewhere. On March
27, 1802, Great Britain made peace with FranceutiiraheTreaty of Amiens

This peace, however, turned out to be a mere tincB03 a dispute arose between the
two nations because of the treaty provision th&aGBritain return the island of Malta
to its original possessors, thHaights of Saint John of Jerusaleihe people of Malta
preferred the British crown, and the British did sorrender the island, so war again
broke out between Great Britain and France. An mamb consequence of this war was
Napoleon's abandonment, because of the need temai® his resources in Europe,
of his plan to establish a great French colonigbieenn the region known as Louisiana
in North America. Instead, he sold Louisiana toltlited States. In 1805 Great Britain
was joined in its new war by Austria, Russia, &wkdenand Spain allied itself to
France. The ensuing war is known as the War ofthied Coalition.

Third Coalition

Napoleon quickly moved against the new alliancec&il798 he had exerted pressure
on Great Britain by keeping an army concentratdsioaiogne on the English Channel,
ostensibly preparing to invade England. Duringdissensions leading to the outbreak
of war in 1803, Napoleon had greatly increased-tteech forces at Boulogne. After
the formation of the Third Coalition against Franee moved his troops from
Boulogne to meet the Austrians, who, under Ferdirfingrand duke of Tuscany, and
General Karl Mack von Leiberich, had invaded Bawafi number of German states,
including Bavaria, Wrttemberg, and Baden, allied themselves with FraNe@oleon
defeated the Austrians dtm, taking 23,000 prisoners, and then marched hapso
along the Danube River and captukédnna Russian armies under General Mikhalil
lllarionovich Kutuzov andhlexander | emperor of Russia, reinforced the Austrians,
but Napoleon crushed the combined Austro-Russiare$oin theBattle of Austerlitz
sometimes known as the Battle of the Three Empefarstria again capitulated,
signing the Treaty of Pressburg on December 265.18Mong the terms of this treaty



was the concession by Austria to France of tegritomorthern Italy and to Bavaria of
territory in Austria itself; in addition, Austricognized the duchies offitemberg
and Baden as kingdoms.

Confederation of the Rhine

In Italy, where French forces under Misa had defeated the Austrians under Charles
Louis John, Napoleon made his elder brotheseph Bonapart&ing of Naples in

1806. Elsewhere in Europe, he made his third brptloelis Bonaparteking of

Holland (the former Batavian Republic); and on Jiyhe established the
Confederation of the Rhinghich eventually consisted of all the states efr@any
except Austria, Prussia, Brunswick, and Hessen.faimeation of the Confederation

put an end to theloly Roman Empir@and brought most of Germany under Napoleon's
control. His continental successes, however, wagely offset by the victory on
October 21, 1805, off Cape Trafalgar, of the Bhnitismider AdmiraHoratio Nelsorover
the combined fleets of France and Spain. This iagave Great Britain mastery of the
sea throughout the remainder of the Napoleoniclerd806 economic warfare between
Great Britain and France was initiated. Napoleamidated his so-calle@ontinental
System issuing decrees, in 1806 and later, forbiddinigggr trade with all European
nations. Great Britain retaliated with the Ordefr€ouncil, which in effect prohibited
neutrals from trading between the ports of anyamatiobeying Napoleon's decrees.
British mastery of the sea made it difficult forp¢deon to enforce the Continental
System and resulted eventually in the failure efdgonomic policy for Europe.

Fourth Coalition

Before the effect of British sea power could be ifesh, however, Napoleon increased
his power over the Continent. In 1806 Prussia, sgdlby Napoleon's growing strength
in Germany, joined in a Fourth Coalition with Gr&aitain, Russia, and Sweden.
Napoleon badly defeated the Prussians irBtitie of Jenan October 14, 1806, and
capturedBerlin. He then defeated the Russians inBhéle of Friedlandgand forced
Alexander | to make peace. By the principal terfnthe Treaty of Tilsit Russia gave

up its Polish possessions and became an ally otErand Prussia was reduced to the
status of a third-rate power, deprived of almodt it&territory and crippled by heavy
indemnity payments and severe restrictions onitteedf its standing army. Through
military action against Sweden on the part of Ruasid DenmarkGustav IV Adolph

of Sweden was forced to abdicate in favor of hideiCharles XIIl on the condition
that the latter name as his heir General Jean 8apltules Bernadotte, one of
Napoleon's marshals. Bernadotte became king in,d&IBharles X1V Johpfounding
the present royal line.

Anti-Napoleonic Nationalism

In 1808 Napoleon was master of all Europe excegsRuand Great Britain, but from
this time on his power began to decline. The cigatons for this decline were the rise
of a nationalistic spirit in the various defeatedions of Europe and the persistent
opposition of Great Britain, which, safe from inkasbecause of its superior navy,
never ceased to organize and subsidize new coaliigainst Napoleon.



In Spain, Napoleon first encountered the natiotialgpirit that led to his downfall. In
1808, after dethroning KinGharles IVof Spain, Napoleon made his brother Joseph
Bonaparte king of the country. The Spanish revcdired drove Joseph out of Madrid. A
violent struggle known as th&eninsular Wa(1808-1814) then took place between the
French, intent on restoring Joseph as king, an@gamiards, aided by British forces
underArthur Wellesley, 1st duke of Wellingtoithe French were eventually defeated,
suffering losses in manpower that severely hangiedNapoleon when he was later
forced to meet new enemies in the east and noftuadpe. The first of these new
enemies was Austria, which, inflamed by patrioéeling, entered the Fifth Coalition,
with Great Britain, in 1809. Napoleon defeated Alustrians at Wagram (July 1809),
and inflicted on them the Treaty of Vienna, by whiustria lostSalzburg part of
Galicia, and a large part of its southern European teyritde also divorced his first
wife and married the daughterefancis llof Austria in the vain hope of keeping
Austria out of further coalitions against him.

Defeat of Napoleon

The turning point of Napoleon's career came in 18&#n war again broke out
between France and Russia because of Alexandierssaléo enforce the Continental
System. With one large army already tied down ley“8panish ulcer,” Napoleon
invaded Russia with an army of 500,000. He defetitedRussians at Borodino and
took Moscow on September 14, 1812. The Russiamseduhe city, making it
impossible for Napoleon's troops to establish wigtearters there. The French
retreated across Russia into Germany, sufferingpggeof most of their men through
cold, starvation, and Russian guerrilla attacksdruthen joined the Fifth Coalition,
which also included Prussia, Great Britain, and &me In 1813, in a burst of patriotic
fervor caused by the political and economic refothad had taken place since its
defeat at Jena, Prussia opened the War of Liberagainst Napoleon. He defeated the
Prussians atdtzen and Bautzen and achieved his last importatony at theBattle of
Dresdenwhere on August 27, 1813, a French force of alk60t000 defeated a
combined Austrian, Prussian, and Russian forcdofial50,000. The following
October, however, Napoleon was forced byBhé&le of Leipzigto retreat across the
Rhine, thus freeing Germany. The following year Ressians, Austrians, and
Prussians invaded France from the north. In MaBI¥ilhey took Paris, whereupon
Napoleon abdicated and was sent into exile onslhed ofElbain the Mediterranean
Sea.

The members of the Fifth Coalition assembled atitiegress of Viennto restore in
Europe the monarchies Napoleon had overthrown.nguheir deliberations Napoleon
escaped from Elba to France, quickly raised an aamg¢ marched into Belgium to
meet the forces of Great Britain, Prussia, Russid,Austria. He defeated his enemies
at Ligny, but was defeated by them at Quatre-Bxapoleon met final defeat on June
18, 1815, at th&attle of Waterlopwhich marked the end of the Napoleonic Wars.

Conclusion

Initially the Napoleonic Wars perpetuated the idgatal conflict between
revolutionary France and monarchical Europe. Atesgaint, however, the elusive



ambitions of Napoleon himself became their princgral consistent cause. The wars,
moreover, bore Napoleon's personal stamp becayserbenally determined strategy
and commanded the French armies. His ever-broagleliptomatic ambitions were
matched by his military strategy, a bold styleaKihg calculated risks. This style in
turn reflected the strength of the French armytatsics, organization, equipment, and
morale had all improved during the French Revohytend it was led by talented field
generals who had risen from the ranks. Napolearifug as a commander was his
ability to move rapidly, thus gaining an importahment of surprise over his
opponents. His major failings were matters of adi rather than technique. In general
he underestimated his enemies, perhaps becauseea#Hrty one-sided victories. In
Spain and Russia he was further hampered by ressitsvity to national spirit and by
his belief that seizure of a capital city such aadkid or Moscow would lead his
opponent to capitulate. Most important in its intpae the nature and frequency of
these wars was Napoleon's utter disregard fordbeaf his campaigns in bloodshed
and lives.

Russo-Turkish Wars, series of conflicts betweerRhssian and Ottoman Turkish
empires during the 17th, 18th, and 19th centunrethie course of which Russia gained
control of the northern shore of the Black Seaexténded its influence into the
Balkans.

The first direct confrontation came in the war betw 1677 and 1681, in which Russia
acquired control over the Ukraine east of the Daidpiver. Czar Peter the Great, who
assumed power in 1689, soon resumed the strugglesaghe Ottomans, and in two
campaigns in 1695 and 1696 he captured the fortfe&gov. In 1710, Peter again
went to war with Turkey as a result of the lattstpport of Sweden during the Great
Northern War (1700-1721), but a Russian campaidviotdavia ended in disaster, and
the Turks recovered Azov in the Treaty of the P(ffi1). Russia fought another war
against Turkey between 1736 and 1739 in alliantlke sustria. In the Treaty of
Belgrade (1739), Azov was ceded to Russia alonly avgection of the Black Sea
steppe between the Donets and Bug rivers, but tissi&s had to raze the
fortifications at Azov and were not permitted tov@any ships on the Black Sea.

Russian Gains, 1768-1812

Russia made dramatic gains during the reign of &até the Great. In the first war
(1768-1774), Russian armies won major victoriesloldavia, Walachia, and Crimea,
and a Russian fleet sailed from the Baltic to thexNerranean, where it destroyed the
Ottoman fleet at Chesme in June 1770. The Trea§uohuk Kainarji (1774) gave
Russia additional portions of the Black Sea stepykthe right to free navigation on
the Black Sea, and Turkey guaranteed the righits &@hristian subjects. In 1783
Catherine annexed Crimea. Turkey declared war & but was again defeated and
forced, in the Treaty of Jassy (1792), to cede ®ohand the Black Sea coast between
the Bug and the Dniester. Another war between E@61812 resulted in Russian



annexation of Bessarabiya. With that, Russia ciattdhe entire northern coast of the
Black Sea between the Prut and Kuban’ rivers.

The Intervention of the European Powers

In the ensuing period, the Russians sought pdlitdluence in the Balkans and control
of the straits (between the Black Sea and the Megdiean). Their gains were limited,
however, by increasing opposition on the part bEoEuropean powers, notably the
countries of Great Britain and Austria.

The crisis engendered by the Greek struggle fazpeddence ultimately drew Russia
into war with Turkey (1828-1829). After a slow sfd&Russian forces crossed the
Balkan Mountains in 1829, captured Adrianople (riedirne), and were advancing on
Constantinople (present-day Istanbul), when th&k3 sued for peace. The Treaty of
Adrianople (1829) granted Russia territory at thmuth of the Danube and in the
Caucasus and a virtual protectorate over an autonsiiloldavia and Walachia;
autonomy for Greece and to a lesser extent Serdaalgo guaranteed. Three years
later, a Russian force occupied the Dardanellest$tr protect the Ottoman sultan
against the forces of Muhammad Ali of Egypt. Theuteng Treaty of Unkiar-Skelessi
(1833) was an important step toward establishiRgissian protectorate over the
Ottoman Empire as a whole. The European powers geana substitute a general
European guarantee in the Straits Convention o1 184t by 1852 Czar Nicholas | felt
strong enough to attempt a further extension osRmsinfluence. His miscalculation
led to the Crimean War (1853-1856), pitting Rusgjainst a coalition of Britain,
France, Sardinia, and Turkey and resulting in somsgtback for Russia's expansion to
the West. By the Treaty of Paris, it lost the maeftthe Danube and its protectorate
over Moldavia and Walachia and was forbidden toma@n a navy on the Black Sea
(Crimean Wa). In 1870, however, Russia unilaterally revokee diemilitarization
clause.

The War of 1877-1878

In 1875 and 1876 a general uprising of Balkan peppbainst the Ottoman Turkish
empire aroused widespread sympathy in Russia. Aleaander Il at first resisted
involvement, fearing unfavorable European reactiut,he declared war on Turkey in
January 1877 after diplomatic efforts to end thei€failed. The campaign in the
Caucasus advanced smoothly and that in the Bajkangd unexpectedly bloody and
difficult, but by January 1878 Russian forces wamteancing on Constantinople. The
Treaty of San Stefano (1878) granted Russia corahteterritory in the Caucasus,
Dobruja (or Dobrogea), and the Danube delta; deldte® independence of Romania,
Serbia, and Montenegro; and established a largamantous Bulgarian principality.
Britain and Austria-Hungary were opposed to thigsamsion of Russian influence, and
a congress of the European powers meeting in Berlimne 1878 revised the San
Stefano agreement, primarily by reducing the Buégaprincipality and by limiting the
Russian role there.

Russia fought no more wars with Turkey until 194“esumably sensing that it was too
weak to gain control of the straits in the facé&cafopean opposition. In World War 1 it
won the approval of Britain and France for themattie annexation of Constantinople



and the straits after the war, but military defaad revolution rendered these hopes
vain.



Warsaw Pact (formally the Warsaw Treaty of FriemglsGooperation, and Mutual
Assistance), military alliance of seven Europeam@umnist nations, enacted to counter
the rearmament alVest Germanyofficially called the Federal Republic of Germany
(FRG), and its admission to thiorth Atlantic Treaty OrganizatiofNATO). The treaty
was signed in Warsaw, Poland, on May 14, 1955Ibgnia Bulgariag
Czechoslovakignow the Czech Republic and Slovakiayst Germanynow part of
the united Federal Republic of Germartyyngary Poland Romania and theJnion of
Soviet Socialist RepubliqdJSSR). The alliance was dominated by the USSR;twh
kept strict control over the other countries in plaet. In 1961 Albania broke off
diplomatic relations with the USSR because of idgwial differences and in 1968
withdrew from the pact.

From the mid-1950s through the 1980s, two majolidsodarried out the functions of
the Warsaw Pact: the Political Consultative Comemitind the Unified Command of
Pact Armed Forces, both headquartered in Moscowelthe terms of the treaty, the
Political Consultative Committee coordinated ali\aties, except those purely

military, and the Unified Command of Pact Armeddes had authority over the troops
assigned to it by member states. It was agreedtbatupreme commander would be
from the USSR. The Warsaw Pact's only military@ctvas directed against
Czechoslovakia, a member state. (In the autum®96,1the USSR took unilateral
military action against Hungary, another Warsawt liRf@amber state, killing thousands
of Hungarians and causing 200,000 to flee the egyrih August 1968, after the
Czech government enacted reforms offensive to B8RJ forces of the USSR, Poland,
Hungary, East Germany, and Bulgaria invaded Czéahalsia and forced a return to a
Soviet-style system. Romania opposed the invasidrdal not participate, but
remained a member.

Although the Warsaw Pact was officially renewed 885 for another 20 years, the
political transformation of Eastern Europe at thd ef the 1980s profoundly weakened
the organization. The USSR began withdrawing deps from other Warsaw Pact
countries, and East Germany pulled out to join VB=tmany as the reunified nation of
Germany in October 1990. All joint military functie ceased at the end of March 1991,
and in July leaders of the remaining six membeionatagreed to dissolve the alliance.



World War |, military conflict, from 1914 to 1918)at began as a local European war
between Austria-Hungary and Serbia on July 28, 19//B4 transformed into a general
European struggle by declaration of war againssRusn August 1, 1914; and
eventually became a global war involving 32 natidngenty-eight of these nations,
known as the Allies and the Associated Powers,aeidding Great Britain, France,
Russia, Italy, and the United States, opposeddhétion known as the Central Powers,
consisting of Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey, &ulgaria. The immediate cause
of the war between Austria-Hungary and Serbia Wwasassassination on June 28, 1914,
at Sarajevo in Bosnia (then part of the Austro-Harran Empire; now in Bosnia and
Herzegovina), of Archduke Francis Ferdinand, heaspmptive to the Austrian and
Hungarian thrones, by Gavrilo Princip, a Serb matiist. The fundamental causes of
the conflict, however, were rooted deeply in thedpean history of the previous
century, particularly in the political and econorpmlicies that prevailed on the
Continent after 1871, the year that marked the gemere of Germany as a great world
power.

Causes of the War

The underlying causes of World War | were the spirintense nationalism that
permeated Europe throughout the 19th and into @ktie &ntury, the political and
economic rivalry among the nations, and the esthbilent and maintenance in Europe
after 1871 of large armaments and of two hostiliany alliances.

Nationalism

The French Revolution and the Napoleonic era hasbsithroughout most of Europe
the idea of political democracy, with the resultidga that people of the same ethnic
origin, language, and political ideals had the trighindependent states. The principle
of national self-determination, however, was laygghored by the dynastic and
reactionary forces that dominated in the settlerné&uropean affairs at the Congress
of Vienna in 1815. Several peoples who desirednatiautonomy were made subject
to local dynasts or to other nations. Notable eXampwere the German people, whom
the Congress of Vienna left divided into numeroushdes, principalities, and
kingdoms; Italy, also left divided into many padsme of which were under foreign
control; and the Flemish- and French-speaking Bekyof the Austrian Netherlands,
whom the congress placed under Dutch rule. Rewriatand strong nationalistic
movements during the 19th century succeeded imfyin§ much of the reactionary
and antinationalist work of the congress. Belgiuonuts independence from the
Netherlands in 1830, the unification of Italy wasamplished in 1861, and that of
Germany in 1871. At the close of the century, haavethe problem of nationalism was
still unresolved in other areas of Europe, resgltmtensions both within the regions
involved and between various European nations.ganigcularly prominent
nationalistic movement, Panslavism, figured heawilthe events preceding the war.

Imperialism



The spirit of nationalism was also manifest in ewraic conflict. The Industrial
Revolution, which took place in Great Britain a¢ #nd of the 18th century, followed
in France in the early 19th century, and then i@y after 1870, caused an
immense increase in the manufactures of each goantt a consequent need for
foreign markets. The principal field for the Eurapeoolicies of economic expansion
was Africa, and on that continent colonial intesdstquently clashed. Several times
between 1898 and 1914 the economic rivalry in Afbetween France and Great
Britain, and between Germany on one side and Frandésreat Britain on the other,
almost precipitated a European war.

Military Expansion

As a result of such tensions, between 1871 and ft#lAations of Europe adopted
domestic measures and foreign policies that in $teadily increased the danger of
war. Convinced that their interests were threatetiexy maintained large standing
armies, which they constantly replenished and amggaeby peacetime conscription.
At the same time, they increased the size of theites. The naval expansion was
intensely competitive. Great Britain, influencedtbg expansion of the German navy
begun in 1900 and by the events of the Russo-Japaiiar, developed its fleet under
the direction of Admiral Sir John Fisher. The watween Russia and Japan had proved
the efficacy of long-range naval guns, and thei8riaccordingly developed the widely
copied dreadnought battleship, notable for its iegamament. Developments in other
areas of military technology and organization lethie dominance of general staffs
with precisely formulated plans for mobilizationdaattack, often in situations that
could not be reversed once begun.

Statesmen everywhere realized that the tremendalis\aer-growing expenditures for
armament would in time lead either to national vaptcy or to war, and they made
several efforts for worldwide disarmament, notadtiyheHague Conferencesf 1899
and 1907. International rivalry was, however, taoddvanced to permit any progress
toward disarmament at these conferences.

The European nations not only armed themselveguiposes of “self-defense,” but
also, in order not to find themselves standing @lidnvar did break out, sought
alliances with other powers. The result was a phearmn that in itself greatly
increased the chances for generalized war: thepgrgwf the great European powers
into two hostile military alliances, thEriple Alliance of Germany, Austria-Hungary,
and Italy and thé&Triple Ententeof Great Britain, France, and Russia. Shifts withi
these alliances added to the building sense ascris

Crises Foreshadowing the War

(1905-14). With Europe divided into two hostile ganany disturbance of the existing
political or military situation in Europe, Africar elsewhere provoked an international
incident. Between 1905 and 1914 several internationses and two local wars
occurred, all of which threatened to bring abogerneral European War. The first
crisis occurred over Morocco, where Germany inteegein 1905-06 to support
Moroccan independence against French encroachiramice threatened war against
Germany, but the crisis was finally settled by terinational conference at Algeciras,



Spain, in 1906. Another crisis took place in thékBas in 1908 over the annexation by
Austria-Hungary of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Becauseform of Panslavism was a
Pan-Serbian or Greater Serbia movement in Serli@hvhad as one of its objects the
acquisition by Serbia of the southern part of Basttie Serbs threatened war against
Austria. War was avoided only because Serbia cooldight without Russian support,
and Russia at the time was unprepared for warird tnisis, again in Morocco,
occurred in 1911 when the German government sesatrship to Agadir in protest
against French efforts to secure supremacy in Marogfter threats of war on both
sides, the matter was adjusted by a conferencgadiA Taking advantage of the
preoccupation of the Great Powers with the Moroapagstion, Italy declared war on
Turkey in 1911, hoping to annex the Tripoli regmfmorthern Africa. Because
Germany's policy obrang nach Ostelf‘drive toward the East”) obliged it to cultivate
friendship with Turkey, the Italian attack had #féect of weakening the triple alliance
and encouraging its enemies. The Balkan Wars a2-11®lresulted in an increased
desire on the part of Serbia to obtain the par&usttria-Hungary inhabited by Slavic
peoples, strengthened Austro-Hungarian suspicid@edbia, and left Bulgaria and
Turkey, both defeated in the wars, with a desiredoenge. Germany, disappointed
because Turkey had been deprived of its Europe&totg by the Balkan Wars,
increased the size of its army. France respondeddogasing peacetime military
service from two to three years. Following the egbaof these nations, all the others
of Europe in 1913 and 1914 spent huge sums fotamjlpreparedness.

Military Operations

On a Europe thus heavily armed and torn by natiowalries, the assassination of the
Austrian archduke had a catastrophic effect.

Diplomatic Moves

The Austro-Hungarian government, considering tisassination the work of the
Greater Serbian movement, concluded that the mavemest be suppressed by a
military expedition into Serbia. Otherwise it miglgcome powerful enough,
particularly if aided by similar movements elsewd)do cause the disruption of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire. On July 23 Austria-Hungsept an ultimatum to Serbia
submitting ten specific demands, most of which teado with the suppression, with
Austrian help, of anti-Austrian propaganda in Sgrhirged by both Great Britain and
Russia, Serbia on July 25 accepted all but twhi@fdkemands, but Austria declared the
Serbian reply to be unsatisfactory. The Russiams #ttempted to persuade Austria to
modify the terms of the ultimatum, declaring tHaAhustria marched on Serbia, Russia
would mobilize against Austria. A proposal, on J26y by the British foreign minister,
Sir Edward Grey, Viscount Grey of Fallodon, thaioaference of Great Britain,
France, Germany, and Italy settle the Austro-Sarbiapute, was rejected by Germany.

Declarations of War

On July 28 Austria declared war against Serbiageibecause it felt Russia would not
actually fight for Serbia, or because it was pregap risk a general European conflict
in order to put an end to the Greater Serbia momenRaussia responded by partially

mobilizing against Austria. Germany warned Ruds& tontinued mobilization would



entail war with Germany, and it made Austria agoediscuss with Russia possible
modification of the ultimatum to Serbia. Germangisted, however, that Russia
immediately demobilize. Russia declined to do s, @n August 1 Germany declared
war on Russia.

The French began to mobilize on the same day; @ust2 German troops traversed
Luxembourg and on August 3 Germany declared wdfrance. On August 2 the
German government informed the government of Belgudi its intention to march on
France through Belgium in order, as it claimedpotestall an attack on Germany by
French troops marching through Belgium. The Belgjamernment refused to permit
the passage of German troops and called on thatsiges of the Treaty of 1839, which
guaranteed the neutrality of Belgium in case ob@flect in which Great Britain,
France, and Germany were involved, to observe therantee. Great Britain, one of
the signatories, on August 4 sent an ultimatumeém@ny demanding that Belgian
neutrality be respected; when Germany refusedaiBrideclared war on it the same
day. Italy remained neutral until May 23, 1915, whi® satisfy its claims against
Austria, it broke with the Triple Alliance and dactd war on Austria-Hungary. In
September 1914 Allied unity was made stronger byRact of London, signed by
France, Great Britain, and Russia. As the war @sggd, other countries, including
Turkey, Japan, the U.S., and other nations of th&tevn hemisphere, were drawn into
the conflict. Japan, which had made an alliancé Witeat Britain in 1902, declared
war on Germany on August 23, 1914. The United Staéelared war on Germany on
April 6, 1917.

For dates on which all the nations involved inwa either issued a declaration of war
or broke diplomatic relations, see the table Thadda Involved in World War I. For
details of the causes and events that brought i8eitto the warseeUnited States of
America:World War |

1914-15:; Entrenchment

Military operations began on three major Europeants: the western, or Franco-
Belgian; the eastern, or Russian; and the soutbe/®erbian. In November 1914
Turkey entered the war on the side of the Cenwald?s, and fighting also took place
between Turkey and Great Britain at the Dardanelekin Turkish-held Mesopotamia.
In late 1915 two more fronts had been establistiedAustro-Italian, after Italy joined
the Allies in May 1915; and one on the Greek bordeth of Salonika (Thessaleki),
after Bulgaria joined the Central Powers in Octalf&t5.

The Western Front

The initial German plan of the campaign was to aefgance quickly in the west,
while a small part of the German army and the emtistro-Hungarian army held in
check an expected Russian invasion in the eastspéedy defeat of France was to be
accomplished by a strategic plan known as the &téfi plan, which had been drawn
up by Count Alfred von Schlieffen, German chiestdff from 1891 to 1907. The
Schlieffen plan called for powerful German forcesweep through Belgium, outflank



the French by their rapid movement, then wheel glsauround, and destroy them. As
executed with certain modifications in the falll&14, the plan at first seemed likely to
succeed. The swift German incursion into Belgiurthatbeginning of August routed
the Belgian army, which abandoned the stronghdidisige and Namur and took
safety in the fortress of Antwerp. The Germanshing onward, then defeated the
French at Charleroi and the British Expeditionapyde of 90,000 men at Mons,
causing the entire Allied line in Belgium to retreat the same time the Germans
drove the French out of Lorraine, which they haedflyr invaded, and back from the
borders of Luxembourg. The British and French hagtil back to the Marne River,
but three German armies advanced steadily to threé/ahich they then crossed. The
fall of the French capital seemed so imminent thatFrench government moved to
Bordeaux. After the Germans had crossed the Maoweever, the French under
General Joseph Jacques@ire Joffre wheeled around Paris and attacke#itee
German army, commanded by General Alexander vonkion the right of the three
German armies moving on Paris.

In the First Battle of the Marne, which took plameSeptember 6-9, the French halted
the advance of Kluck's army, which had outdistartbedbther two German armies and
could not obtain their support. In addition, therGan forces had been weakened on
August 25 when, believing the victory had alreadgmwon in the west, the German
chief of staff, General Helmuth von Moltke, disged six corps to the eastern front.
The French pressure on the German right flank chtleeretreat of Kluck's army and
then a general retreat of all the German forcébddAisne River. The French advanced
and, in an endeavor to force the Germans from tbeed engaged them in three battles:
the Battle of the Aisne; a battle on the Somme Riaed the First Battle of Arras. The
Germans, however, could not be dislodged, and extanded their line eastward to the
Meuse north of Verdun. A race to the North Sea etidetween the two belligerents,
the objective being the channel ports. The Gernaaare prevented from advancing to
the French channel ports chiefly by the floodinghef region of the Yser River by the
Belgians. The western part of the Allied line watdhby the British who, in the race

for the channel, had advanced to leper, the sothegener of Belgium. After taking
Antwerp on October 10, the Germans endeavoredei@kithrough the British positions
in Belgium, but were checked in a series of engaesnknown collectively as the
Battle of Flanders. In December the Allies attacikmhg the entire front, from

Nieuport in the west to Verdun in the east, buethto make any appreciable gains.

By the end of 1914 both sides had established éxéending about 800 km (about 500
mi) from Switzerland to the North Sea and had emwtned; these lines were destined to
remain almost stationary for the next three years.

The Battle of Flanders marked the conclusion ofwhe of movement or fighting in the
open on the western front. From the end of 1914 nearly the end of the war in 1918,
the fighting consisted largely of trench warfarewihich each side laid siege to the
other's system of trenches, consisting of numepawsllel lines of intercommunicating
trenches protected by lines of barbed wire, anéawared from time to time to break
through the lines. In this type of fighting durib§15 in the west, the Allies were on the
offensive; the Germans, who were engaged in a heffiegsive on the eastern front



(see below), made only a single attack in the wWashg the year. The principal
attempts in 1915 to force a breakthrough includ&ditish attack at Neuve Chapelle in
March, which took only the German advance line. Geemans unsuccessfully
attacked leper in April, using clouds of chloriresgthe first time in history that gas
was used in this manner on a large scale. A cordlattack by the British and French
along the front between Neuve Chapelle and Arrasay and June, advanced troops 4
km (2.5 mi) into the German trench system, butrditisecure a breakthrough.
Unsuccessful simultaneous attacks were made ireBdyetr by the British in the town
of Lens and French at Vimy Ridge overlooking thernoA large-scale French attack in
September on a front of about 25 km (about 15 mijvben Reims and the Argonne
Forest, took the Germans' first line of trenches vilas stopped at the second. On the
whole the lines that had been established in tst atehe close of 1914 remained
practically unchanged during 1915.

The Eastern Front

On the eastern front, in accordance with the ptdribe Allies, the Russians assumed
the offensive at the very beginning of the warAlrgust 1914 two Russian armies
advanced into East Prussia, and four Russian aimiaded the Austrian province of
Galicia. In East Prussia a series of Russian vetagainst numerically inferior
German forces had made the evacuation of thatwdmyidhe Germans imminent, when
a reinforced German army commanded by General\RauHindenburg decisively
defeated the Russians in the Battle of Tannenbeught on August 26-30, 1914. The
four Russian armies invading Austria advanced slietidough Galicia; they took
Przemyll and Bukovina, and by the end of March 1915 wara position to move into
Hungary. In April, however, a combined German angtian army drove the Russians
back from the Carpathians. In May the Austro-Germuamies began a great offensive
in central Poland, and by September 1915 had dtiveiRussians out of Poland,
Lithuania, and Courland, and had also taken possess§all the frontier fortresses of
Russia. To meet this offensive the Russians withdheir forces from Galicia. The
Russian lines, when the German drive had ceasgbelaind the Dvina River between
Rmga and Dvinsk (Daugavpils), and then ran southeédiniester River. Although the
Central Powers did not force a decision on theegagtont in 1914-15, the Russians
lost so many men and such large quantities of segppiat they were subsequently
unable to play any decisive role in the war. Iniadd to the Battle of Tannenberg,
notable battles on this front during 1914-15 wéeeFirst Battle of the Masurian Lakes
(September 7-14, 1914), and the Second BattleeoMidisurian Lakes (February 7-21,
1915), both German victories.

The War in Serbia

On the Serbian front considerable activity toolkcplan 1914-15. In 1914 the Austrians
undertook three invasions of Serbia, all of whiagkrevrepulsed; the Serbs, however,
made no attempt to invade Austria-Hungary. Thetfremained inactive until October
1915. Early that month, in anticipation of Bulgarentrance into the war on the side of
the Central Powers, and in order to aid Serbiacwhiould be the target of a Bulgarian
attack, British and French troops were landed &irfiaa, the gateway into the Balkans,



by arrangement with the neutral Greek governmefterMulgaria declared war on
Serbia on October 14, 1915, the Allied troops adedrinto Serbia. The Bulgarian
troops defeated Serbian forces in Serbia and hé&s8titish and French troops that had
come up from Salonika. Also in anticipation of Blgarian declaration of war, on
October 6 a strong Austro-German drive, commange@dneral August von
Mackensen, was launched from Austria-Hungary irebf. By the end of 1915 the
Central Powers had conquered all of Serbia andrgited the Serbian army as a
fighting force. The surviving Serbian troops toekuge in Montenegro, Albania, and
the Greek island of Corfu (ikira), which the French occupied in January 1916 i
order to provide a place of safety for the routedofns. The British and French troops
in Serbia retreated to Salonika, which they fagtifand where they were held in
readiness for later action.

The Turkish Front

Turkey entered the war on October 29, 1914, wheakiJluwarships cooperated with
German warships in a naval bombardment of RusdiackESea ports; Russia formally
declared war on Turkey on November 2, and Gredaidrand France followed suit on
November 5. In December the Turks began an invasditime Russian Caucasus region.
The invasion was successful at its inception, juAibgust 1915 the hold that Turkish
forces had gained had been considerably reducelishipressure in the area,
however, impelled the Russian government earl\9itblto demand a diversionary
attack by Great Britain on Turkey. In responsetigitinaval forces under the command
of General Sir lan Hamilton bombarded the Turksitsf at the Dardanelles in February
1915, and between April and August, two landingaltiéd troops took place on the
Gallipoli Peninsula, one of British, Australian,daRrench troops in April, and one of
several additional British divisions in August. TA#ied purpose was to take the
Dardanelles; however, strong resistance by Turtk@tps and bad generalship on the
part of the Allied command resulted in completéuta. The Allied troops were
withdrawn in December 1915 and January 1&E@Gallipoli Campaigij.

In the Mesopotamian Valley, meanwhile, British #sdrom India defeated the Turks
in several battles during 1914-15, particularlyt thigAl Kuut; but in the Battle of
Ctesiphon, November 1915, the Turks checked tharamb/of the British toward
Baghdad and forced them to retreat to Al Kuut. @aé&mnber 7 the Turks laid siege to
this town.

The Italian Front

Italy declared war on Austria-Hungary on May 23139The chief military events on
the Austro-Italian Front in 1915 were four indecesbattles between Austro-Hungarian
and Italian armies on the Isonzo River (June 29-dululy 18-August 10, October 18-
November 3, and November 10-December 10). The gerpbthe Italian attack was to
break through the Austrian lines and capture Teiest

1916: Continued Stalemate



German success in 1915 in thrusting the Russiatisfb@am East Prussia, Galicia, and
Poland enabled Germany to transfer some 500,000fmmenthe eastern to the western
front for an attempt to force a decision in the tnhging 1916.

Verdun and Somme

The German plan, as worked out by Erich von Falegnhchief of the general staff of
the German army, was to attack the French forie¥®rdun in great strength in an
effort to weaken the French irretrievably by cagdime maximum possible number of
casualties. The Allied plan for 1916, as laid outbmmanders in chief, Marshal Joffre
of the French army and General Sir Douglas Haidp@British, was to attempt to
break through the German lines in the west by asima®ffensive during the summer
in the region of the Somme River. The Germans bégaattack on Verdun, on
February 21geeVerdun, Battle of After bitter fighting the Germans took Fort
Douaumont (February 25), Fort Vaux (June 2), aedahtifications of Thiaumont
(June 23), but did not succeed in capturing Verdinvas here that General Henri
Philippe Ritain gained prominence as the “hero of Verdun."¢&ese of the severe
losses in the battle, the French were able to itorié to the Allied offensive on the
Somme only 16 divisions of the 40 originally pladnthe offensive, which began on
July 1 and continued until the middle of Novemlmemsequently was largely in the
hands of the British. They succeeded in winningual3@5 sg km (about 125 sq mi) of
territory, but the drive did not bring about a kémmough. The First Battle of the
Somme marked the earliest use of the modern tagtoged by the British on
September 15 in an attack near Courcelette. Frolmb@cto December the French
staged a counterattack at Verdun and succeededapturing Forts Douaumont and
Vaux (November 2), restoring the situation that peelailed before February. In
August Hindenburg replaced Falkenhayn as Germaat ohistaff with General Erich
Ludendorff. In December General Robert Georges INiweicceeded Joffre as
commander in chief of the French armies in thelmarid northeast.

Russian Losses—Romanian Defeat

On the eastern front in 1916 the Russians stagedfamsive in the Lake Narocz region
about 95 km (about 60 mi) northeast of Vilna. Tlagtack, designed to force the
Germans to move troops from Verdun to the Lake Blaregion, was a complete
failure. Not only did it fail to divert the Germamsany degree from their attack on
Verdun, but also the Russians lost more than 100@€n. In June the Russians carried
out a more successful offensive. In response ttadian request for action to relieve
the pressure of an Austrian offensive in the Trem{see below), the Russians moved
against the Austrians on a front extending fronsRisouth to Czernowitz. By
September, when strong German reinforcements fnemvestern front stopped the
Russian advance, the Russians had driven some §8&kmi) into the Austro-German
position along the entire front and had taken a0 000 prisoners. They did not
succeed, however, in capturing either of their ciyes, the cities of Kovel’ and
Lemberg; and their losses of approximately 1 millen left the army in a
demoralized and discouraged state. The Russiaa Hag nonetheless given sufficient
evidence of strength to play a large part in indgdRomania to enter the war on the



side of the Allies (August 27, 1916). After its earice into the war, Romania at once
began an invasion of the Austro-Hungarian provioicéransylvania (August-
September), but Austro-German forces speedily dilogdromanians out of that
region. In conjunction with Bulgarian and Turkishdps, the Austro-German forces
invaded Romania (November-December). By the midéilanuary 1917 Romania had
been completely conquered, and the Central Poveetgjdined a valuable source of
wheat and oil.

Italy and the Balkans

On the ltalian front 1916 was marked by anotheomutusive battle on the Isonzo
River, the fifth of a series in that region, andasyAustrian offensive in the Trentino
designed to break through the Italian lines andhrd¢he rear of the Italian position on
the Isonzo. The Austrians gained considerabletoeyrin the Trentino, but lacked the
strength to accomplish a breakthrough, and arattalbunteroffensive (June-July)
succeeded in regaining most of the captured terF@om August to November four
additional inconclusive battles took place on tankzo; the principal gain on either
side was the capture of Gorizia by the Italian®\agust 9.

In the Balkans during 1916 the Allied powers indeedd in Greek affairs on the grounds
that the Greek government under King Constantinad, in spite of its declared
neutrality, unduly favoring the Central Powers.iédl intervention brought about the
establishment (September 29) of a provisional Ggeelernment under the statesman
Eleutherios Venizelos, who had consistently favahedAllied cause. At Salonika the
provisional government declared war on GermanyBuldaria on November 3. The
government of King Constantine was still in poweAithens and large parts of Greece,
and friction took place between that governmentthedAllies, who resorted to a naval
blockade of Greece and other action in order toreeftheir demands that the Greeks
cease aiding the Central Powers. On December 1& @rgain officially recognized

the provisional Greek government.

Two periods of fighting took place in the Balkangidg 1916. In August a Serbian
army, brought to Salonika after having been rectutetl at Corfu, advanced together
with Russian and Italian troops against the Bulgegiand Germans on the Salonika
front. After they had gained some initial succesaestrong counterattack thrust them
back. Beginning in early October Allied forces begalarge-scale offensive in
Macedonia. On November 19 the Allied troops camti®nastir, and by the middle of
December had reached Lake Ohrid, on the bordeflzma and Macedonia.

The Turkish Dominions

Considerable military activity took place in 19X6three parts of the Turkish Ottoman
Empire: Mesopotamia, Arabia, and Palestine. In Metamia, the besieged town of
Kut-al-Imara fell to the Turks on April 29, 1916 December of that year the British
began a drive toward the town, which they recaptine months later. In Arabia in
June 1916 Husein ibn Ali, grand sharif of Meccajtowed the traditional conflict
between Arabs and Turks by leading, with his soduiah ibn Husein, a revolt of Al
Kijaz (the Hejaz, now in Saudi Arabia) against Tshkiule. Husein had the help of the
British, who recognized him as king of Kljaz in December 1916. As a diversionary



move to aid the Arabian revolt, the British in Naveer began an advance from Egypt,
which they had garrisoned since early in the wag the Sinai Peninsula and Palestine,
and by the early days of January 1917 had takesgrakfortifications.

Negotiation Attempts

In 1916 President Woodrow Wilson of the U.S., at time a neutral nation, attempted
to bring about negotiations between the belligegeotips of powers that would in his
own words bring “peace without victory.” As a resofl his efforts, and particularly of
the conferences held in Europe during the year bgo's confidential adviser,
Colonel Edward M. House, with leading Europeanestaien, some progress was at
first apparently made toward bringing an end toviiae. In December the German
government informed the U.S. that the Central Pewsare prepared to undertake
peace negotiations. When the U.S. informed theeg\|llGreat Britain rejected the
German advances for two reasons: Germany hadidaddan any specific terms for
peace; and the military situation at the time (Rom#ad just been conquered by the
Central Powers) was so favorable to the CentraldP®that no acceptable terms could
reasonably be expected from them. Wilson contirlugdnediatory efforts, calling on
the belligerents to specify the terms on which tiveyld make peace. He finally
succeeded in eliciting concrete terms from eachgrbut they proved irreconcilable.

1917: U.S. Entrance—Russian Withdrawal

Wilson still attempted to find some basis of agreatibetween the two belligerent
groups until a change in German war policy in Jand817 completely altered his
point of view toward the war. In that month Germamynounced that, beginning on
February 1, it would resort to unrestricted submawarfare against the shipping of
Great Britain and all shipping to Great Britain.r@an military and civil experts had
calculated that such warfare would bring aboutdikeat of Great Britain in six
months. Because the U.S. had already expresssiidtsy opposition to unrestricted
submarine warfare, which, it claimed, violatedrights as a neutral, and had even
threatened to break relations with Germany overdtee, Wilson dropped his
peacemaking efforts. On February 3, the U.S. bdiglematic relations with Germany
and at Wilson's request a number of Latin Ameritations, including Peru, Bolivia,
and Brazil, also did so. On April 6 the United $tatleclared war on Germany.

Arras and leper

In 1917 the Allies made two large-scale attemptsréak the German lines on the
western front. The first Allied attempt took plawear Arras between April 9 and May
21. While it was being planned by the British ane Erench high commands, the
Germans withdrew from their original line along thisne to a new position,
previously prepared somewhat to the north, and knasvthe Hindenburg line, against
which the Allies directed their attack. Their ofs&ve included the Third Battle of
Arras, in which Canadian troops captured the hgdeitified and stubbornly defended
Vimy Ridge, and the British forces made an advaid&km (4 mi); and a battle on the
Aisne, and one in the Champagne district, bothlmtivresulted in a slight French gain
at a cost in casualties so great as to cause ayrartiong the troops. Because of the



failure of his reckless attack, General Nivelleay 15 was replaced by General
Henri Philippe Rtain; the new commander's policy was to remainhendiefensive
until U.S. troops arrived.

The second great Allied offensive took place ineJumhen the British under Haig
made an attempt in Flanders to break through g wing of the German position. A
preliminary battle at Messines set the stage femtlain attacks (July 31-November 10)
at leper. Desperate fighting, in which each sidéesed approximately 250,000
casualties, did not result in a breakthrough.

Use of Tanks

Other attacks of Allied forces on the western fiont917 included a battle at Verdun,
in which the French succeeded in regaining an mxh@ik section of the area they had
lost the previous year; and (November 20-Decemp#re8Battle of Cambrai, during
which the British opened the attack with a raidnegrly 400 tanks. This was the first
tank raid on such a scale in military history, amat, for lack of reserves, the British
might have achieved a breakthrough. As it wasBtfissh drove an 8-km (5-mi) salient
into the German lines. German counterattacks, heweompelled the British to yield
most of the newly won ground.

After the U.S. entered the war in April 1917, itwed rapidly to raise and transport
overseas a strong military force, known as the AcaerExpeditionary Force (AEF),
under the command of General John J. PershinguBg 1917 more than 175,000
American troops were training in France, and onesidin was actually in the lines of
the Allied sector near Belfort; by November 1918 sitrength of the AEF was nearly 2
million. From the spring of 1918 U.S. troops playedimportant part in the fighting.

Submarine Warfare

In 1917 not only did the U.S. enter the war, babahe Germans failed in their attempt
to drive Great Britain to surrender through thetidestion by submarine of the British
and Allied shipping on which it depended for foowlather supplies. At the outset the
German submarine campaign seemed likely to sucdesdard the end of 1916
German submarines were destroying monthly abou080Qons of British and Allied
shipping in the North Atlantic; in April 1917 thegfire was 875,000 tons. Because the
Germans had calculated that the destruction of08@0tons monthly for six
consecutive months would be sufficient to forcedb ritain to capitulate, they were
doubly certain of victory after April. Great Britgihowever, roused itself to
unprecedented efforts to fight the submarine merg¢he adoption of a system of
convoying fleets of merchant vessels with warshégpecially destroyers and
submarine chasers, and by the use of hydroplamepd&iting submarines and depth
bombs or charges for destroying them, Great Bri@srthe summer advanced, rendered
the German submarine campaign less and less gHe8ly the fall, although large
numbers of Allied ships were still being sunk, Germans were sustaining heavy
losses in submarines. At the same time the All@ibns, especially the U.S., were
rapidly building new shipping. By the outset of 8he Allies were turning out more



new ships than the Germans were destroying, anGénman effort to end the war by
submarine warfare had clearly failed.

Russia Withdraws

On the eastern front the dominating influence @nfigghting during 1917 was the
outbreak in March of the Russian popular uprisiggiast the imperial government,
which resulted in turn in the establishment of a/sional government and the
abdication, in March, of Czar Nicholas Il. The ponal government continued the
prosecution of the war, in July, under General AtskAlekeseyevich Brusilov, the
Russians staged a moderately successful 2-week ainithe Galician front, but then
lost much of the territory they had gained. In $egter the Germans tookiBa,
defended by Russian forces under General Lavr Gantigh Kornilov, and in October
occupied the greater part of Latvia and a numb&ussian-held islands in the Baltic
Sea. The Bolshevik party seized power by force omwdihber 7. A cardinal point of
Bolshevik policy was the withdrawal of Russia frtime war, and on November 20 the
government that had just come into power offeredGerman government an
armistice. On December 15 an armistice was sige&dden the Russian and Austro-
German negotiators, and fighting ceased on theraibnt.

ltalian Setbacks

The Allies suffered disaster on the Italian framtl®17. During the first eight months of
the year, despite deficiencies in troop strengttileay, and ammunition, the Italian
forces under General Luigi Cadorna continued efftotbreak through the Austrian
lines on the Isonzo River and to attain Triestee Thlian drives of 1917, which
resulted in the 10th and 11th battles of the Ispdmbnot attain their objective. The
latter part of the year (October-December) was ethtly a determined Austro-German
offensive carried on by nine Austrian and six neaigived German divisions.
Attacking on the upper Isonzo near the town of Cejpo, they succeeded in breaking
the line of the Italians, who fell back in confusifsom the Isonzo to positions on the
Piave River. In the disastrous Caporetto campadigritalian forces lost 300,000 men
as prisoners alone and, the morale of the armydmakpproximately the same number
as deserters. In November British and French treopged to reinforce the Italians on
the Piave, and a new Italian commander in chiehegBs Armando Baz, was
appointed in place of General Cadorna.

Greece Enters the War

On the Balkan front in 1917, after the Allied tredpad fought several inconclusive
engagements at Monastir, at Lake Presba, and ovattiar (Axiys) River, the Allies
initiated an effort to oust the Greek king, Consitas claiming that his pro-German
sympathies and his aid to the Central Powers ntadgossible for the Allies to
conduct successful operations in the Balkan rediodune the Allies began an
invasion of Greece, and at the same time exerf@drdatic pressure on Constantine to
abdicate. He did so on June 12; Venizelos becaemaipr of the government formed
under Alexander, the son of Constantine; and oe 2urthe Greek government
declared war on all four Central Powers.



The Middle East

In Palestine during 1917 the British made two unsasful attempts (March and April)
to take the city of Gaza. Under a new commandene@e (later Field Marshal) Sir
Edmund Allenby, the British broke through the Tgtkiines at Beersheba (November),
compelling the evacuation of Gaza; and on Decer@pAtllenby's troops took
Jerusalem. The year also witnessed the beginnittgeddrilliant leadership of British
Colonel T. E. Lawrence, known as Lawrence of Araimdahe Arab revolt against
Turkey. Arab troops led by Lawrence took the Tunkineld port of Al ‘Agabah in July,
and during the remainder of the year executed nfanays against the Turkish-held Al
Kijaz (the Hejaz) Railway. The year 1917 was alsokex by British successes in
Mesopotamia; they took Baghdad in March and by &eper had advanced to Ramadi
on the Euphrates River and Titron the Tigris.

1918: The Final Year

The early part of 1918 did not look propitious foe Allied nations. On March 3
Russia signed the Treaty of Brest-LitovskéBrest-Litovsk, Treaty 9f which put a
formal end to the war between that nation and theti@l Powers on terms more
favorable to the latter; and on May 7 Romania maeiece with the Central Powers,
signing the Treaty of Bucharest, by the terms oicwlit ceded the Dobruja region to
Bulgaria and the passes in the Carpathian MountaiAsistria-Hungary, and gave
Germany a long-term lease on the Romanian oil wells

Bulgaria and Austria-Hungary Withdraw

On the Balkan front, however, the result of thénfigg of 1918 was disastrous to the
Central Powers. In September a force of about TQ0Alied troops, consisting of
French, British, Greeks, Serbs, and Italians, beglange-scale offensive against the
German, Austrian, and Bulgarian troops in Serbfkee Allied offensive was so
successful that by the end of the month the Budgarivere thoroughly beaten and
concluded an armistice with the Allies. The Germaocess in Romania was nullified
in November when, with the support of Allied trooplso had advanced into Romania
after the Bulgarian capitulation, Romania reentehedwar on the Allied side. After the
conclusion of the Bulgarian armistice, the Serlpart of the Allied army continued to
advance, occupying Belgrade on November 1, whadttidian army invaded and
occupied Albania.

On the ltalian-Austro-Hungarian front, the Austsam June, attacked on the Piave and
succeeded in crossing the river, only to be drivack with the loss of about 100,000
men. In October-November the Allies definitely gadrthe victory in Italy, routing the
Austrians in an offensive that culminated in thetBaof Vittorio Veneto (October 24-
November 4). The Allies completely shattered thathian army in this campaign; they
took several hundred thousand prisoners and thaineler of the Austrian army fled

into Austria. On November 3 the Italians at lastktd@rieste, and on November 5 they
occupied Fiume. The shock of the defeat precigitaté@olutionary events in Austria-
Hungary. The Czechs and the Slovaks had alreadypseiseparate state; in October
the South Slavs proclaimed their independencejraBé&cember set up an independent



kingdom, later part of Yugoslavia. In November Hgngarians established an
independent government. The Austro-Hungarian gawent at Vienna concluded an
armistice with the Allies on November 3 and ninggiater the last Habsburg emperor,
Charles I, abdicated; on the following day the Aiast Republic was proclaimed.

Turkey Withdraws

During 1918 the Allies also brought the campaignm@galestine to a successful
conclusion. In September the British forces brdkeugh the Turkish lines at Megiddo
and routed the Turkish army and the German comasihs assisting it; after being
joined by Arab forces under Lawrence, the Britisbkt Lebanon and Syria. In October
they captured Damascu&alab (Aleppo), and other key points, while Frenakai
forces occupied Beirut, and the Turkish governnasked for an armistice. An
armistice was concluded on October 30, and bitas the Turks were obliged to
demobilize, break relations with the Central Powarsgl permit Allied warships to pass
through the Dardanelles.

Last German Efforts

Despite the German victories over Russia and Raariari917, at the outset of 1918
the Allies, principally through their spokesperadioodrow Wilson, formulated war
aims drastically opposed to those already statdtidentral Powers; Wilson's peace
policy was enunciated in an address to the U.Sgf&ss and comprised 14 points
designed to bring about a just peace, which wemmos$iderable influence in inducing
the Central Powers to cease hostilities later énymar. At the beginning of 1918 the
Germans, realizing that victory by means of subneawarfare was impossible, and
that they must force a decision on the westernt foefore American troops might take
up positions there in force, planned for the spohthe year an all-out effort to break
through the Allied lines and reach Paris. The opgwuirive of their powerful offensive,
which began on March 21, was directed at the Britisnt south of Arras. The drive
hurled the British lines back 65 km (40 mi) befareas halted, on April 5, principally
by hastily summoned French reserves. The feaiGdranan breakthrough aroused
among the Allies by the German success in theviestk of the offensive caused the
Allies to appoint General (later Marshal) Ferdindwath in charge of assuring
coordination of Allied operations; in the followimgonth he was made commander in
chief of the Allied armies—French, Belgian, Britignd American—in France. During
April a second German thrust took Messines RidgeAnmentires from the British,
and in June a powerful German surprise attack ag#ie French on the Aisne drove a
salient 65 km (40 mi) deep into the French positiad enabled the Germans to reach a
point of the Marne only 60 km (37 mi) from Parisurilg this battle American troops
first went into action in force; together with Fofntroops, the U.S. Second Division
halted (June 4) the German advance ait€tu-Thierry. The Germans made additional
gains of terrain in June, but by the middle of iy force of their offensive had
largely been spent. In the Second Battle of thendathey succeeded in crossing the
river, but once they were across their progresshatied by French and American
troops. Sensing that the German drive had logtovger, General Foch on July 18
ordered a counterattack. The attack drove the Gesrback over the Marne, and the
Allies took the initiative on the western front thley retained to the end of the war.



End of the War in Europe

Beginning with a British drive (August 8-11) intoet German lines around Amiens, the
Allies began the offensive that three months legsulted in German capitulation.
During the last week of August and the first thdegs of September, British and
French forces won the Second Battle of the SomrdelanFifth Battle of Arras, and
drove the Germans back to the Hindenburg line. Aqdarly strong German salient at
Saint-Mihiel was then reduced by American troopsp{8mber 12-13), who took more
than 14,000 prisoners. In October and early NoveniigeBritish moved toward
Cambrai and the Americans advanced partly throhghAtrgonne Forest. The latter
thrust broke the German lines between Metz andrSetaa result of these offensives,
Ludendorff requested his government to seek anséigaiwith the Allies. The German
government initiated armistice talks (October) vtttk Allies, but they failed when
President Wilson insisted on negotiating only vdémocratic governments. The
British advance meanwhile made rapid progress rthem France and along the
Belgian coast, and on November 10, U.S. and Fraonodps reached Sedan. By the
beginning of November the Hindenburg line had bamnpletely broken, and Germans
were in rapid retreat on the entire western frohe defeat of the German army had
domestic political repercussions that were catpbimto the established German
government. The German fleet mutinied; an uprisiatproned the king of Bavaria;
and in November Emperor William Il abdicated aretifto the Netherlands. The
German republic was proclaimed on November 9. Amistice commission had
already been dispatched to negotiate with the &lkg 5 AM on November 11, an
armistice was signed at Compne between Germany and the Allies on terms laid
down by the Allies; at 11 the same morning hog#itended on the western front.

Colonial Warfare

The forces in the German colonies of Africa andRheific, with the chief exception of
those in German East Africa in late 1917 and 19&8&gerally fought on the defensive.
They were in some cases swiftly overcome, andherstgradually, but by the end of
the war in 1918 practically all had capitulatedhe Allies.

Africa

In 1914 the German colonies in Africa consisted @foland, the Cameroons (German.
Kamerun), German Southwest Africa, and German Efigta. An Anglo-French force
took possession of Togoland in August 1914. In &eper of that year a British force
invaded the Cameroons from Nigeria, and a Frenaefmvaded from French
Equatorial Africa to the east and south of the Caxmres. After many campaigns in
which the Germans several times defeated the AHmdes, German resistance was
finally overcome in February 1916. German Southwdsta was conquered, between
September 1914 and July 1915, by troops from therJof South Africa. The most
important of the German possessions, German EasBAtlisplayed the strongest
resistance to the attacks of the Allies. Early alésdy British and Indian troops
(November 1914) were repulsed by the Germans uadeeral Paul von Lettow-
Vorbeck. In November 1915, British naval units gaircontrol of Lake Tanganyika,
and the following year the Allied forces (Britishouth Africans, and Portuguese)



intended for the invasion of German East Africaevelaced under the command of
General Jan Christiaan Smuts. In 1916 the Alliggwsad the principal towns of
German East Africa, including Tanga, Bagamoyo, &afalaam, and Tabora, and
Lettow-Vorbeck's troops then retreated into thetlseast section of the colony. Late in
1917, however, the German forces took the offenanwading Portuguese East Africa;
and in November 1918 they began an invasion of BiadWhen the armistice was
signed in Europe in 1918, the troops in German Basta were still fighting, even
though most of the colony was in the hands of thie#\ Lettow-Vorbeck surrendered
three days after the European armistice was detlare

The Pacific

In the Pacific a force from New Zealand capturezl@erman-held portions of Samoa
in August 1914 and in September, Australian fomasipied German possessions in
the Bismarck Archipelago and New Guinea. Japarased took the fortress of
Qingdao (Tsingtao), a German-held port in Shand&mgn-tung) Province, China, in
November 1914, and between August and Novembérabfyear took possession of the
German-held Marshall Islands, the Mariana Islatits Palau group of islands, and the
Carolines. After the war ended, Japan retained d@iogintil 1922, and received a
mandate over the Marshall Islands, many of the &Mes$ (including Saipan), and over
the Palau group and the Carolines.

The War at Sea

At the outset of war the main British fleet, thea@d Fleet, consisted of 20
dreadnoughts and numerous other ships, includititplzauisers, cruisers, and
destroyers; and Grand Fleet was based principall$aapa Flow, in the Orkney
Islands north of Scotland. A second British fleemsisting of older ships, was used to
guard the English Channel. The German fleet, tlyh ISeas Fleet, consisting of 13
dreadnoughts, was based on the North Sea porterofi&y.

Early Operations

During 1914 no major naval engagements betweehéligerents took place in the
Atlantic. The British raided the German naval basklelgoland Bight, an island off
Germany in the North Sea, sinking three Germanssi@erman submarines sunk
several British naval units, including the supeadiroughtAudaciougOctober 27);
and a daring attempt by German submarines to @aga&Flow caused the British
naval units stationed there to withdraw to basetherwest coast of Scotland.

In the South Pacific a squadron of German cruiseder the command of Admiral
Maximilian von Spee did considerable damage tallatons at the French island of
Tahiti and the British-held Fanning Island (Septermdnd October 1914); defeated a
British squadron off the headland of Coronel, CliNevember 1); and on December 8
was defeated with the loss of four out of its fekeps in the Battle of Falkland Islands
by a British squadron under Admiral Sir Frederi¢cr8ee. During 1914 and the early
part of 1915 German cruisers did considerable denm@a@ritish shipping in the Indian
Ocean and elsewhere until captured or otherwiseubf commission.



The year 1915 was notable for the submarine blaekaermany instituted around
Great Britain. The sinking by German submarinecactf the British passenger liner
Lusitaniaon May 7 caused the loss of many American livesding to a controversy
between the United States and Germany that almesipgtated war between the two
nations. The firm stand taken by the U.S. forcech@my to modify its method of
submarine warfare to the satisfaction of the Anarigovernment. In March 1916,
however, the German sinking in the English Chabgedubmarine of the French
steameiSussexyith the loss of American lives, led to anothenttoversy between
Germany and the U.S., a virtual U.S. ultimatum celiipg Germany temporarily to
cease its unrestricted submarine warfare.

1916 and After

The most important naval engagement of the warth@8attle of Jutland, waged on
May 31 and June 1, 1916, between the British GFdeet and the German High Seas
Fleet. Although the British losses, both in shipd Aauman lives, were greater than
Germany's, the German fleet, having returned toehparts, did not venture to give
battle again during the war, and the British regditheir supremacy at sea.
Nevertheless, during the remainder of the war, Garoruisers managed to run the
blockade of Germany, which the British had esthiglisfrom the outset of the war. The
Germans sank considerable tonnage of Allied shgpirthe North Atlantic and then
returned to their bases. In 1917 the Germans agaorted to unrestricted submarine
warfare, convinced that this method was the onky thiat would defeat Great Britain.
The plan not only failed to force the capitulatmiGreat Britain, but also caused the
U.S. to declare war against Germany. The attack&eoman submarines on British
convoys in the Atlantic and in the North Sea causedh loss of shipping. As a result,
in April 1918 the British attempted to block ther®an submarine bases at Ostend
(Oostende) and Zeebrugge in Belgium; they succerdeartially blocking Zeebrugge
by sinking three overage British cruisers in thebbag but failed at Ostend. In October,
however, British land forces, advancing throughgieh, took the two submarine
bases and other Belgian ports.

German Fleet Scuttled

By the terms of the armistice the Germans surresatier the Allies most of their fleet,
consisting of 10 battleships, 17 cruisers, 50 tdopeoats, and more than 100
submarines. All of the fleet with the exceptiortloé submarines was interned at Scapa
Flow in November 1918, with German captains anavsraboard. The Treaty of
Versailles (1919), which ended the war, provideat #il the interned ships become the
permanent property of the Allies; that other wapststill in German possession also be
surrendered; and that the size of any future Gemaay be drastically limited. In
reprisal against these terms, the Germans on Jyri929, scuttled their ships interned
at Scapa FlowSeeVersailles, Treaty of

The total tonnage of Allied ships sunk by Germadonsarines, surface craft, and mines
was nearly 13 million; the largest tonnage sunérig one year was about 6 million, in
1917.



The War in the Air

World War | provided a great stimulus to the praducand military use of aircratft,
including the airplane and airship, or dirigibldlban, and the tethered balloon.
Aircraft were used for two principal purposes: alvaéon and bombing. For
observation of stationary battlefronts extensive was made by both belligerents of
small tethered balloons; for scouting at sea, iflitkgballoons were extensively used,
and airplanes were used for scouting coastal wdtec®nnection with military
operations on land, airplanes were used to obskevdisposition of the troops and
defenses of the enemy and for bombing the enemg's br troops in action. A special
feature of the war was the raids conducted by mehdsigibles or airplanes on
important enemy centers far removed from the Habtié.

The first German airplane raid on Paris took placéugust 30, 1914; and the first
German air raid on England was on Dover on Decerdbget914. During 1915 and
1916 the German type of dirigible known as the eéippaided eastern England and
London 60 times. The first German airplane raid_-ondon took place on November
28, 1916, and such raids were frequent duringeheamder of the war. The object of
the German raids on England was to bring aboutdratival of British planes from the
western front for the defense of the homelandatodicap British industry; and to
destroy the morale of the civilian population. Thels caused much loss of life and
damage to property but accomplished little of rarljtvalue.

From the middle of 1915 aerial combats betweengdam groups of planes of the
belligerents were common. The Germans had supgriarthe air on the western front
from about October 1915 to July 1916, when theemjacy passed to the British.
Allied supremacy gradually increased thereafter\aitld the entrance of the U.S. into
the war became overwhelming. In April 1918 the Uh&d three air squadrons at the
front; by November 1918 it had 45 squadrons conmgiaearly 800 planes and more
than 1200 officers. The total personnel of the Anaar air service increased from
about 1200 at the outbreak of the war to nearly@@Dat the end. Among the noted
airplane fighters, or aces, were the American E&ioenbacker, the Canadian
William Avery Bishop, and the German Baron Manfruesh Richthofen.

Summary of the War

World War | began on July 28, 1914, with the destian of war by Austria-Hungary
on Serbia, and hostilities between the Allied aeat@l Powers continued until the
signing of the armistice on November 11, 1918, rodeof 4 years, 3 months, and 14
days. The aggregate direct war costs of all thiigeeénts amounted to about $186
billion. Casualties in the land forces amountechtwre than 37 million (see the
accompanying table, World War | Casualties); initolia, close to 10 million deaths
among the civilian populations were caused indiydry the war. Despite worldwide
hopes that the settlements arrived at after thenwoaitd restore world peace on a
permanent basis, World War | actually providedlibsis for an even more devastating
conflict. The defeated Central Powers declared #mmieptance of President Wilson's
14 points as the basis for the armistice and ergebie Allies to utilize the principles



of the 14 points as the foundation for the peaeaties. On the whole, however, the
Allies came to the conference at Versailles antthéosubsequent peace conferences
with the determination to exact from the CentralvBrs the entire cost of the war, and
to distribute among themselves territories and ggmens of the defeated nations
according to formulas arrived at secretly during ylears 1915 to 1917, before the entry
of the U.S. into the war. President Wilson, in pleace negotiations, at first insisted
that the Paris Peace Conference accept the fudr@molaid out in the 14 points, but
finally, in order to secure the support of the édlifor the all-important 14th point,

which called for the creation of an associatiomations, he abandoned his insistence
on some of the other poinSeel.eague of Nations

The peace treaties that emerged from the confesaaicéersailles, Saint-Germain,
Trianon, Neuilly, and fvres were on the whole inadequately enforced by the
victorious powers, leading to the resurgence oftanim and aggressive nationalism in
Germany and to social disorder throughout muchubfge.

For additional information on historical figuregesbiographies of those whose names
are not followed by dates. The military conflictalso described in separate articles on
major battles. For results of the war, see separditdes on individual treaties and
history sections of individual countries;



World War 11, global military conflict that, in tews of lives lost and material
destruction, was the most devastating war in huhistory. It began in 1939 as a
European conflict between Germany and an Anglo-¢freoalition but eventually
widened to include most of the nations of the woltlénded in 1945, leaving a new
world order dominated by the United States andt88R.

More than any previous war, World War Il involvdaktcommitment of nations' entire
human and economic resources, the blurring of igtendtion between combatant and
noncombatant, and the expansion of the battlefeeldclude all of the enemy's

territory. The most important determinants of itso@mme were industrial capacity and
personnel. In the last stages of the war, two elljicew weapons were introduced: the
long-range rocket and the atomic bomb. In the ntzomever, the war was fought with
the same or improved weapons of the types usedoimdMWVar |. The greatest advances
were in aircraft and tanks.

The World After World War |

Three major powers had been dissatisfied with tlieame of World War I. Germany,
the principal defeated nation, bitterly resenteglttrritorial losses and reparations
payments imposed on it by the Treaty of Versalilliedy, one of the victors, found its
territorial gains far from enough either to offtfe cost of the war or to satisfy its
ambitions. Japan, also a victor, was unhappy atdilure to gain control of China.

Causes of the War

France, Great Britain, and the U.S. had attainet thartime objectives. They had
reduced Germany to a military cipher and had ratrgal Europe and the world as
they saw fit. The French and the British frequenisagreed on policy in the postwar
period, however, and were unsure of their abibitgéfend the peace settlement. The
U.S., disillusioned by the Europeans' failure foaetheir war debts, retreated into
isolationism.

The Failure of Peace Efforts

During the 1920s, attempts were made to achievabdespeace. The first was the
establishment (1920) of the League of Nations fasuam in which nations could settle
their disputes. The league's powers were limitgoetsuasion and various levels of
moral and economic sanctions that the members frngzdo carry out as they saw fit.
At the Washington Conferenaaf 1921-22, the principal naval powers agreednit |
their navies according to a fixed ratio. The Loca@onference (1925) produced a
treaty guarantee of the German-French boundaryaratbitration agreement between
Germany and Poland. In the Paris Peace Pact (1828puntries, including all the
great powers except the USSR, renounced war asstanment of national policy and
pledged to resolve all disputes among them “byfjgacieans.” The signatories had
agreed beforehand to exempt wars of “self-defense.”

The Rise of Fascism



One of the victors' stated aims in World War | lbagn “to make the world safe for
democracy,” and postwar Germany adopted a demoamatistitution, as did most of
the other states restored or created after thelwéne 1920s, however, the wave of the
future appeared to be a form of nationalistic, tamistic totalitarianism known by its
Italian name, fascism. It promised to minister éojples’ wants more effectively than
democracy and presented itself as the one suraskeégainst communism. Benito
Mussolini established the first Fascist dictatgoshiltaly in 1922.

Formation of the Axis Coalition

Adolf Hitler, theFshrer (“leader”) of the German National Socialist (NaRgrty,
preached a racist brand of fascism. Hitler promiseaverturn the Versailles Treaty

and secure additionakebensraung‘living space”) for the German people, who he
contended deserved more as members of a supaz@rinathe early 1930s, the
depression hit Germany. The moderate parties awtldgree on what to do about it,
and large numbers of voters turned to the NazisGomdmunists. In 1933 Hitler

became the German chancellor, and in a seriedgkguent moves established himself
as dictator.

Japan did not formally adopt fascism, but the arfoeckes' powerful position in the
government enabled them to impose a similar tygetafitarianism. As dismantlers of
the world status quo, the Japanese military wettakead of Hitler. They used a
minor clash with Chinese troops near Mukden in 1884 pretext for taking over all of
Manchuria, where they proclaimed the puppet stdamchukuo in 1932. In 1937-38
they occupied the main Chinese ports.

Having denounced the disarmament clauses of theailless Treaty, created a new air
force, and reintroduced conscription, Hitler trma his new weapons on the side of
right-wing military rebels in the Spanish Civil W@936-39). The venture brought him
into collaboration with Mussolini, who was also popting the Spanish revolt after
having seized (1935-36) Ethiopia in a small waealies between Germany, Italy, and
Japan in 1936-37 brought into being the Rome-Bdrtkyo Axis. The Axis thereafter
became the collective term for those countriesthed allies.

German Aggression in Europe

Hitler launched his own expansionist drive with #mnexation of Austria in March
1938. The way was clear: Mussolini supported hing the British and French,
overawed by German rearmament, accepted Hitleiid¢hat the status of Austria was
an internal German affair. The U.S. had severelyained its ability to act against
aggression by passing a neutrality law that proédbmaterial assistance to all parties
in foreign conflicts.



In September 1938 Hitler threatened war to annexastern border area of
Czechoslovakia, the Sudetenland and its 3.5 miithmic Germans. The British prime
minister Neville Chamberlain initiated talks thatroinated at the end of the month in
theMunich Pact by which the Czechs, on British and French urgietinquished the
Sudetenland in return for Hitler's promise notaket any more Czech territory.
Chamberlain believed he had achieved “peace fotimg,” but the word Munich soon
implied abject and futile appeasement.

Less than six months later, in March 1939, Hitlsized the remainder of
Czechoslovakia. Alarmed by this new aggressiontaniditier's threats against Poland,
the British government pledged to aid that couiftGermany threatened its
independence. France already had a mutual defezadg with Poland.

The turn away from appeasement brought the Soweirito the fore. Joseph Stalin,
the Soviet dictator, had offered military help tee€hoslovakia during the 1938 crisis,
but had been ignored by all the parties to the MluRiact. Now that war threatened, he
was courted by both sides, but Hitler made the matiractive offer. Allied with Britain
and France, the Soviet Union might well have hafigtat, but all Germany asked for
was its neutrality. In Moscow, on the night of Asg@3, 1939, the Nazi-Soviet Pact
was signed. In the part published the next dayn@ay and the Soviet Union agreed
not to go to war against each other. A secret padtgave Stalin a free hand in Finland,
Estonia, Latvia, eastern Poland, and eastern R@mani

Military Operations

In the early morning hours of September 1, 1938 Gkerman armies marched into
Poland. On September 3 the British and French segbHitler by declaring war on
Germany, but they had no plans for rendering acssstance to the Poles.

The First Phase: Dominance of the Axis

Man for man, the German and Polish forces werevan eatch. Hitler committed
about 1.5 million troops, and the Polish commanhifarshal Edward Smigly-Rydz,
expected to muster 1.8 million. That was not thellpicture, however. The Germans
had six panzer (armored) and four motorized divisjaghe Poles had one armored and
one motorized brigade and a few tank battaliong. Germans' 1600 aircraft were
mostly of the latest types. Half of the Poles' §&ies were obsolete.

The Blitzkrieg in Poland

Polish strategic doctrine called for a rigid defei$ the whole frontier and anticipated
several weeks of preliminary skirmishing. It wang on both counts. On the morning
of September 1, waves of German bombers hit thr@adis and hopelessly snarled the
Polish mobilization. In four more days, two armpgps—one on the north out of East
Prussia, the other on the south out of Silesia—Hnaklen through on relatively narrow
fronts and were sending armored spearheads odrfass toward Warsaw and i&at.

This was blitzkrieg (lightning war): the use of anmair power, and mobile infantry in

a pincers movement to encircle the enemy.



Between September 8 and 10, the Germans closed\Wansaw from the north and
south, trapping the Polish forces west of the eapdn September 17, a second, deeper
encirclement closed 160 km (100 mi) east, neasBOn that day, too, the Soviet Red
Army lunged across the border. By September 2@tipedly the whole country was in
German or Soviet hands, and only isolated poclaitiraued to resist. The last to
surrender was the fortress at Kock, on October 6.

The Phony War

A French and British offensive in the west mightéa&nabled Poland to fight longer,
but until enough British arrived, it would have hade mounted mainly by the

French; French strategy, however, was defensisedan holding the heavily fortified
Maginot line. The quick finish in Poland left batliles at loose ends. Dismayed, the
British and French became preoccupied with schemstave off a bloody replay of
World War |. Hitler made a halfhearted peace offied at the same time ordered his
generals to ready an attack on the Low CountriesFaance. The generals, who did not
think they could do against France what they hatkdo Poland, asked for time and
insisted they could only take Holland, Belgium, @nel French channel coast. Except at
sea, where German submarines operated againstanesttipping and the British

navy imposed a blockade, so little was going oerdfte first week in October that the
U.S. newspapers called it the Phony War.

The Soviet-Finnish War

On November 30, after two months of diplomatic vglarg, the Soviet Union declared
war on Finland. Stalin was bent on having a blieggiof his own, but his plan faltered.
The Finns, under Marshal Carl G. Mannerheim, weped at winter warfare. The
Soviet troops, on the other hand, were often bladlyin part because political purges
had claimed many of the Red Army's senior offic@gtnumbered by at least five to
one, the Finns held their own and kept fighting itite new year.

The attack on Finland aroused world opinion agdimsiSoviet Union and gave an
opening to the British and French. They had longthair eyes on a mine at Kiruna in
northern Sweden that was Germany's main sourgembre. In summer the ore went
through the Baltic Sea, in winter to the ice-freenMegian port of Narvik and then
through neutral Norwegian waters to Germany. Thevik&Kiruna railroad also
connected on the east with the Finnish railroadssequently, an Anglo-French force
ostensibly sent to help the Finns would automdsidag in position to occupy Narvik
and Kiruna. The problem was to get Norway and Swede&ooperate, which both
refused to do.

In Germany, the naval chief, Admiral Erich Raedrged Hitler to occupy Norway for
the sake of its open-water ports on the Atlantid, Hitler showed little interest until

late January 1940, when the weather and the disgofsome invasion plans by
Belgium forced him to delay the attack on the Loau@tries and France indefinitely.
The first studies he had made showed that Norwaiddmzest be taken by simultaneous
landings at eight port cities from Narvik to OdBecause the troops would have to be
transported on warships and because those woiwddsyeprey for the British navy, the
operation would have to be executed while the sigldre long. Denmark, which



posed no military problems, could be usefully imigld because it had airfields close to
Norway.

Denmark and Norway

Stalin, fearing outside intervention, ended his @aMarch 8 on terms that cost
Finland territory but left it independent. The Bt and French then had to find another
pretext for their projected action in Narvik andifia; they decided to lay mines just
outside the Narvik harbor. This they thought womtdvoke some kind of violent
German reaction, which would let them spring toway's side—and into Narvik.

Hitler approved the incursions into Norway and Dankon April 2, and the warships
sailed on April 7. A British task force laid themes the next morning and headed
home, passing the German ships without seeing #mehteaving them to make the
landings unopposed on the morning of April 9. Derlosairrendered at once, and the
landings succeeded everywhere but at Oslo. Thime blocked the approach from the
sea, and fog prevented an airborne landing. Then&es occupied Oslo by noon, but in
the meantime, the Norwegian government, decidirfggtd, had moved to Elverum.

Although the Norwegians, aided by 12,000 Britisd &nench, held out in the area
between Oslo and Trondheim until May 3, the conolusvas never in doubt. Narvik
was different. There 4600 Germans faced 24,600sBriErench, and Norwegians
backed by the guns of the British navy. The Gerntetsan advantage in the
ruggedness of the terrain and a greater one indpeonents' slow, methodical moves.
Thus, they held Narvik until May 28. In the firseek of June they were backed against
the Swedish border and close to having to choasersier or internment, but by then,
military disasters in France were forcing the Bhitand French to recall their troops
from Narvik.

The Low Countries

By spring, Hitler had found a new and better wahahdling the campaign against
France and the Low Countries. The first plan hazhlde have the main force go
through Belgium, as it had in World War |. Gendfakch von Manstein and some other
advisers, however, had persuaded Hitler to shefintlain force south to the area of
Luxembourg and the Ardennes Forest. The Ardennsdwlly, wooded, and not the
best country for tanks, but Manstein argued thattiemy would not expect a big
attack there. The tanks could make a fast norttwagdtsweep from the Ardennes,
behind the Belgians and British and part of thenEhe After reaching the coast and
defeating the enemy in Belgium, they could makalawut-face and strike to the
southeast behind the French armies along the Maljo

When the attack began, on May 10, 1940, the twessiere approximately equal in
numbers of troops and tanks; the Germans wereisuperircraft. The decisive
advantage of the Germans, however, was that thew kexactly what they were going
to do. Their opponents had to improvise, in padaose the Belgians and Dutch tried to
stay neutral to the last. The British and Frencbrauaver, had failed to learn from the
example of Poland, having attributed that countlgfeat to its inherent weakness.
Consequently, they were not prepared to deal Wwgh@erman armor. Their tanks were



scattered among the infantry; those of the Germaeame drawn together in a panzer
group, an armored army.

On May 10 German airborne troops landed inside iBelgand Holland to seize
airfields and bridges and, most notably, the gBsdgjian fortress Eben-Emael. The
Dutch army surrendered on May 14, several houes bfimbers had destroyed the
business section of Rotterdam. Also on May 14 then@n main force, the panzer
group in the lead, came out of the Ardennes torbgg drive to the sea behind the
British and French armies supporting the Belgians.

The Defeat of France

On May 20 the panzer group took Abbeville at thauthaf the Somme River and
began to push north along the coast; it coveredki®(250 mi) in 11 days. By May
26, the British and French were pushed into a mabr@achhead around Dunkerque.
The Belgian king, Leopold Ill, surrendered his arting next day. Destroyers and
smaller craft of all kinds rescued 338,226 men fidumkerque in a heroic sealift that
probably would not have succeeded if the Germameander, General Gerd von
Rundstedt, had not stopped the tanks to save tbethd next phase.

On June 5 the Germans launched a new assault tgeanse. Italy declared war on
France and Britain on June 10. The Maginot linectvionly extended to the Belgian
border, was intact, but the French commander, GéMaxime Weygand, had nothing
with which to screen it or Paris on the north aresivOn June 17, Marshal Henri
Philippe Ritain, a World War | hero who had become premierdie before, asked for
an armistice. The armistice was signed on Junen2&ras that gave Germany control
of northern France and the Atlantic coasitat then set up a capital at Vichy in the
unoccupied southeast.

The Battle of Britain

In the summer of 1940, Hitler dominated Europe ftbeNorth Cape to the Pyrenees.
His one remaining active enemy—a—Britain, under a pewe minister, Winston
Churchill—vowed to continue fighting. Whether itudd was questionable. The British
army had left most of its weapons on the beachBsiakerque. Stalin was in no mood
to challenge Hitler. The U.S., shocked by thedalFrance, began the first peacetime
conscription in its history and greatly increastsdnilitary budget, but public opinion,
although sympathetic to Britain, was against ggtiirio the war.

The Germans hoped to subdue the British by stathieg out. In June 1940 they
undertook the Battle of the Atlantic, using submanvarfare to cut the British overseas
lifelines. The Germans now had submarine base®mvély and France. At the outset
the Germans had only 28 submarines, but more wang lbuilt—enough to keep
Britain in danger until the spring of 1943 and &rg on the battle for months
thereafter.



Invasion was the expeditious way to finish off Bmit, but that meant crossing the
English Channel; Hitler would not risk it unlesg tBritish air force could be
neutralized first. As a result, the Battle of Birtavas fought in the air, not on the
beaches. In August 1940 the Germans launched tiayagls against ports and
airfields and in September against inland citidge dbjective was to draw out the
British fighters and destroy them. The German®éhib reckon with a new device,
radar, which greatly increased the British fighteffectiveness. Because their own
losses were too high, the Germans had to switcigtet bombing at the end of
September. Between then and May 1941 they madeajdr naids on London and 56
on other cities, but the damage they wrought wasrtdiscriminate to be militarily
decisive. On September 17, 1940, Hitler postpohedrvasion indefinitely, thereby
conceding defeat in the Battle of Britain.

The Balkans and North Africa (1940-1941)

In Fact, Hitler had told his generals in late JLO40 that the next attack would be on
the USSR. There, he said, Germany would get &ntji space” and defeat Britain as
well. He claimed the British were only being kepthe war by the hope of a falling-
out between Germany and the USSR. When the Sdwaetbeen defeated and British
positions in India and the Middle East were threatk he believed that Britain would
make peace. Hitler wanted to start in the fall @@, but his advisers persuaded him to
avoid the risks of a winter campaign in the Soldaton and wait until the spring.

Meanwhile, Germany's ally, Mussolini, had stagediasuccessful attack (September
1940) on British-occupied Egypt from the Italiariaoy of Libya and an equally
abortive invasion (October 1940) of Greece. In oesg to the latter move, the British
occupied airfields on Crete and in Greece. Hitldrrbt want British planes within
striking distance of his one major oil source, Bieiesti fields in Romania, and in
November he began to prepare an operation agarescé

Early in 1941 British forces pushed the Italianslkbito Libya, and in February Hitler
sent General Erwin Rommel with a two-division takps, the Afrika Korps, to help
his allies.

Because he would need to cross their territoryetaagj Greece (and the Soviet Union),
Hitler brought Romania and Hungary into the Axisaalce in November 1940;
Bulgaria joined in March 1941. When Yugoslavia sfd to follow suit, Hitler ordered
an invasion of that country.

Yugoslavia

The operations against Greece and Yugoslavia begapril 6, 1941. The Germans'
primary difficulty with the attack on Yugoslavia si&n pulling together an army of
nine divisions from Germany and France in less teardays. They had to limit
themselves for several days to air raids and bakiemishing. On April 10 they
opened drives on Belgrade from the northwest, narid southeast. The city fell on
April 13, and the Yugoslav army surrendered thet dey. Yugoslavia, however, was



easier to take than it would be to hold. GuerraSetniks under Dra"a Mihajloviand
partisans under Josip Broz (Tito)—fought throughbetwar.

Greece

The Greek army of 430,000, unlike the Yugoslav, fudlg mobilized, and to some
extent battle tested, but national pride competiéaltry to defend the Metaxas line
northeast of Salonika. By one short thrust to Salgrthe Germans forced the
surrender on April 9 of the line and about halfteg Greek army. After the Greek First
Army, pulling out of Albania, was trapped at thetsj@on Pass and surrendered on
April 22, the British force of some 62,000 troopsreated southward. Thereafter, fast
German drives—to the Isthmus of Corinth by April&¥ through the Pelgpnisos by
April 30—forced the British into an evacuation tleast them 12,000 men. An airborne
assault on May 20-27 also brought Crete into Gerhaanas.

Meanwhile, Rommel had launched a successful conffé@sive against the British in
Libya, expelling them from the country (except &risolated garrison at Tobruk) by
April 1941.

The Second Phase: Expansion of the War

In the year after the fall of France, the war mot@sard a new stage—world war.
While conducting subsidiary campaigns in the Batkam North Africa, and in the air
against Britain, Hitler deployed his main forceghe east and brought the countries of
southeastern Europe (as well as Finland) into anpeship against the USSR.

U.S. Aid to Britain

The U.S. abandoned strict neutrality in the Europear and approached a
confrontation with Japan in Asia and the Pacifie@t U.S. and British conferences,
begun in January 1941, determined a basic strdtedlie event of a U.S. entry into the
war, namely, that both would center their effort@ermany, leaving Japan, if need be,
to be dealt with later.

In March 1941 the U.S. Congress passed the LengelLaat and appropriated an initial
$7 billion to lend or lease weapons and other @igny countries the president might
designate. By this means the U.S. hoped to ensci@y over the Axis without
involving its own troops. By late summer of 194dwever, the U.S. was in a state of
undeclared war with Germany. In July, U.S. Marinese stationed in Iceland, which
had been occupied by the British in May 1940, dsddafter the U.S. Navy took over
the task of escorting convoys in the waters westalind. In September President
Franklin D. Roosevelt authorized ships on convoly do attack Axis war vessels.

Friction Between the U.S. and Japan

Meanwhile, American relations with Japan continteedeteriorate. In September 1940
Japan coerced Vichy France into giving up northedochina. The U.S. retaliated by
prohibiting the exportation of steel, scrap irongd aviation gasoline to Japan. In April
1941, the Japanese signed a neutrality treatythtftUSSR as insurance against an
attack from that direction if they were to comeoinbnflict with Britain or the U.S.
while taking a bigger bite out of Southeast AsidhéN Germany invaded the USSR in
June, Japanese leaders considered breaking thedrehjoining in from the east, but,



making one of the most fateful decisions of the,waey chose instead to intensify
their push to the southeast. On July 23 Japan eatgputhern Indochina. Two days
later, the United States, Britain, and the Nethmettafroze Japanese assets. The effect
was to prevent Japan from purchasing oil, whichldion time, cripple its army and
make its navy and air force completely useless.

The German Invasion of the USSR

The war's most massive encounter began on the ngpofhiJune 22, 1941, when
slightly more than 3 million German troops invadked USSR. Although German
preparations had been visible for months and had teked about openly among the
diplomats in Moscow, the Soviet forces were takgsurprise. Stalin, his confidence

in the country's military capability shaken by ffianish war, had refused to allow any
counteractivity for fear of provoking the Germak®kreover, the Soviet military
leadership had concluded that blitzkrieg, as it been practiced in Poland and France,
would not be possible on the scale of a Soviet-Germar; both sides would therefore
confine themselves for the first several weekgast to sparring along the frontier. The
Soviet army had 2.9 million troops on the westesrder and outnumbered the
Germans by two to one in tanks and by two or thwesne in aircraft. Many of its tanks
and aircraft were older types, but some of thegaphrticularly the later famous T-34s,
were far superior to any the Germans had. Largebeusrof the aircraft were destroyed
on the ground in the first day, however, and ttagiks, like those of the French, were
scattered among the infantry, where they couldoeaffective against the German
panzer groups. The infantry was first ordered tenterattack, which was impossible,
and then forbidden to retreat, which ensured tivbwmlesale destruction or capture.

Initial German Successes

For the invasion, the Germans had set up three groups, designated as North,
Center, and South, and aimed toward Leningrad, Mesand Kyiv. Hitler and his
generals had agreed that their main strategic pnolas to lock the Soviet army in
battle and defeat it before it could escape incoddpths of the country. They disagreed
on how that could best be accomplished. Most ofyhreerals believed that the Soviet
regime would sacrifice everything to defend Mosctive, capital, the hub of the road
and railroad networks, and the country's main itrthlscenter. To Hitler, the land and
resources of the Ukraine and the oil of the Caucasre more important, and he
wanted to seize Leningrad as well. The result heaghla compromise—the three
thrusts, with the one by Army Group Center towardskbw the strongest—that
temporarily satisfied Hitler as well as the generslVar games had indicated a victory
in about ten weeks, which was significant becabseRussian summer, the ideal time
for fighting in the USSR, was short, and the Batkaperations had caused a 3-week
delay at the outset.

Ten weeks seemed ample time. Churchill offered X88R an alliance, and Roosevelt
promised lend-lease aid, but after the first fewsdaheir staffs believed everything
would be over in a month or so. By the end of thst tveek in July, Army Group
Center had taken 290,000 prisoners in encirclenmarBsalystok and Minsk. On
August 5, having crossed the Dnieper River, therlatural barrier west of Moscow,
the army group wiped out a pocket near Smolenskcandted another 300,000



prisoners. On reaching Smolensk, it had covereeeri@n two-thirds of the distance to
Moscow.

Hitler's Change of Plan

The Russians were doing exactly what the Germaargenhad wanted, sacrificing
enormous numbers of troops and weapons to defers¢dho Hitler, however, was not
satisfied, and over the generals' protests, haedde&rmy Group Center to divert the
bulk of its armor to the north and south to hekp dither two army groups, thereby
stopping the advance toward Moscow. On SeptembBen® Group North cut
Leningrad's land connections and, together withtFihaish army on the north, brought
the city under siege. On September 16 Army Grouglsoosed a gigantic
encirclement east of Kyiv that brought in 665,00@gners. Hitler then decided to
resume the advance toward Moscow and ordered mher doe returned to Army Group
Center.

The Attempt to Take Moscow

After a standstill of six weeks, Army Group Centesumed action on October 2.
Within two weeks, it completed three large encimudats and took 663,000 prisoners.
Then the fall rains set in, turning the unpaveddrrsroads to mud and stopping the
advance for the better part of a month.

In mid-November, the weather turned cold and tloeigd froze. Hitler and the
commander of Army Group Center, Field Marshal Faawor Bock, faced the choice of
having the armies dig in where they were or sentheg ahead, possibly to be
overtaken by the winter. Wanting to finish the 1@&inpaign with some sort of a
victory at Moscow, they chose to move ahead.

In the second half of November Bock aimed two aed@pearheads at Moscow. Just
after the turn of the month, one of those, beanngn the city from the northwest, was
less than 32 km (less than 20 mi) away. The ottening from the south, had about 65
km (about 40 mi) still to go. The panzer divisidral often covered such distances in
less than a day, but the temperature was fallimgyswvas drifting on the roads, and
neither the men nor the machines were outfittectkdreme cold. On December 5 the
generals commanding the spearhead armies repbdethey were stopped: The tanks
and trucks were freezing up, and the troops wesiadotheir will to fight.

Soviet Counteroffensive

Stalin, who had stayed in Moscow, and his commaatigre front, General Georgy
Zhukov, had held back their reserves. Many of thesre recent recruits, but some
were hardened veterans from Siberia. All were @ $sr winter. On December 6 they
counterattacked, and within a few days, the Gersp@arheads were rolling back and
abandoning large numbers of vehicles and weapendered useless by the cold.

On Stalin's orders, the Moscow counterattack waskfyuconverted into a
counteroffensive on the entire front. The Germaans ot built any defense lines to the
rear and could not dig in because the ground veeefr hard as concrete. Some of the



generals recommended retreating to Poland, butemember 18 Hitler ordered the
troops to stand fast wherever they were. TheredfierRussians chopped great chunks
out of the German front, but enough of it survitied winter to maintain the siege of
Leningrad, continue the threat to Moscow, and keepvestern Ukraine in German
hands.

The Beginning of the War in the Pacific

The seeming imminence of a Soviet defeat in thenseimand fall of 1941 had created
dilemmas for Japan and the U.S. The Japanese ththeyhthen had the best
opportunity to seize the petroleum and other resesiof Southeast Asia and the
adjacent islands; on the other hand, they knew ¢beyd not win the war with the U.S.
that would probably ensue. The U.S. government &htd stop Japanese expansion
but doubted whether the American people would Béngito go to war to do so.
Moreover, the U.S. did not want to get embroiled war with Japan while it faced the
ghastly possibility of being alone in the world kvd triumphant Germany. After the oil
embargo, the Japanese, also under the pressumeeofésolved to move in Southeast
Asia and the nearby islands.

Pearl Harbor

Until December 1941 the Japanese leadership putaiedourses: They tried to get
the oil embargo lifted on terms that would still fleem take the territory they wanted,
and they prepared for war. The U.S. demanded #patndwithdraw from China and
Indochina, but would very likely have settled faioken withdrawal and a promise not
to take more territory. After he became Japan'sy@ein mid-October, General Tojo
Hideki set November 29 as the last day on whicladaypould accept a settlement
without war. Tojo's deadline, which was kept searegant that war was practically
certain.

The Japanese army and navy had, in fact, devigea plan in which they had great
confidence. They proposed to make fast sweepBntma, Malaya, the East Indies,
and the Philippines and, at the same time, setdgfensive perimeter in the central
and southwest Pacific. They expected the UniteteSta declare war but not to be
willing to fight long or hard enough to win. Thegreatest concern was the U.S. Pacific
Fleet, based at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. If it reacjeatkly, it could scramble their very
tight timetable. As insurance, the Japanese nadgriook to cripple the Pacific Fleet
by a surprise air attack.

A few minutes before 8 AM on Sunday, December 4119apanese carrier-based
airplanes struck Pearl Harbor. In a raid lastirgg ldhan two hours, they sank or
seriously damaged eight battleships and 13 othaal na@ssels. The U.S. authorities had
broken the Japanese diplomatic code and knew ackaitas imminent. A warning had
been sent from Washington, but, owing to delaytsansmission, it arrived after the

raid had begun. In one stroke, the Japanese nawgdsa brilliant success—and



assured the Axis defeat in World War Il. The Japaratack brought the U.S. into the
war on December 8—and brought it in determineddiat fto the finish. Germany and
Italy declared war on the United States on Decerthifher

Japanese Conquests in Asia and the Pacific

In the vast area of land and ocean they had mddtembnquest, the Japanese seemed
to be everywhere at once. Before the end of Decerttimy took British Hong Kong
and the Gilbert Islands (now Kiribati) and Guam &dke Island (U.S. possessions),
and they had invaded British Burma, Malaya, Borragw the American-held
Philippines. British Singapore, long regarded as oitthe world's strongest fortresses,
fell to them in February 1942, and in March theguged the Netherlands East Indies
and landed on New Guinea. The American and Philpforces surrendered at Bataan
on April 9, and resistance in the Philippines endét the surrender of Corregidor on
May 6.

According to the Japanese plan, it would be tinmglfem to take a defensive stance
when they had captured northern New Guinea (anréliest possession), the Bismarck
Archipelago, the Gilberts, and Wake Island, whiobytdid by mid-March. But they

had done so well that they decided to expand thedensive perimeter north into the
Aleutian Islands, east to Midway Island, and sdbtbugh the Solomon Islands and
southern New Guinea. Their first move was by se#ake Port Moresby on the
southeastern tip of New Guinea. The Americans,guirir ability to read the Japanese
code, had a naval task force on the scene. Innb@rey Battle of the Coral Sea (May
7-8), fought entirely by aircraft carriers, the dapse were forced to abandon their
designs on Port Moresb8eeCoral Sea, Battle of the

The Battle of Midway

A powerful Japanese force, nine battleships anddatriers under Admiral Yamamoto
Isoroku, the commander in chief of the navy, stehtoevard Midway in the first week
of June. Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, who had takemmand of the Pacific Fleet after
Pearl Harbor, could only muster three carrierssewen heavy cruisers, but he was
reading the Japanese radio messages. Yamamotocthtect of the Pearl Harbor raid,
had planned another surprise. This time, howet@ras he who was surprised. Off
Midway, on the morning of June 4, U.S. dive-bomlalrstroyed three of the Japanese
carriers in one 5-minute strike. The fourth wentvddater in the day, after its planes
had battered the U.S. carridéorktown,which sank two days lateseeMidway, Battle

of.

Yamamoto ordered a general retreat on June 5. @nEHT a secondary Japanese force
took Kiska and Attu in the Aleutians, but those @&ao recompense for the defeat at
Midway, from which the Japanese navy would neveover. Their battleships were
intact, but the Coral Sea and Midway had showneararto be the true capital ships of
the war, and four of those were gone.

The Third Phase: Turn of the Tide



In late December 1941 Roosevelt and Churchill &iedt thief advisers met in
Washington. They reaffirmed the strategy of defepermany first, and because it
appeared that the British would have all they calddighting in Europe, the war
against Japan became almost solely a U.S. respldgsithey also created the
Combined Chiefs of Staff (CCS), a top-level Briti&merican military committee
seated in Washington, to develop and execute a constnategy. On January 1, 1942,
the United States, Great Britain, the USSR, andtB8r countries signed the United
Nations Declaration in which they pledged not tdkena separate peace. The United
Nations became the official name for the anti-Acaslition, but the term used more
often was the Allies, taken over from World War I.

Development of Allied Strategy

As a practical matter, the U.S. could not take maction in Europe in early 1942. It
had no troops there, and it was in the midst ofdng forces and converting industry
at home. In North Africa, the British appeared ¢orbore than holding their own. They
had relieved Tobruk on December 10, 1941, and tBlegrgham in Libya two weeks
later. Rommel counterattacked in late January E3wPdrove them back 300 km (185
mi) to al-Gazala and Bir Hacheim, but there, wetiffard of Tobruk and the Egyptian
border, a lull set in.

Europe

The big question in the war was whether the USSRdcsurvive a second German
summer offensive, and the Russians were urgingytBeand Britain to relieve the
pressure on them by starting an offensive in thetw&eneral George C. Marshall, the
U.S. Army chief of staff, believed the best wayht&p the Russians and bring an early
end to the war was to stage a buildup in Englambadiack across the English Channel
into northwestern Europe. He wanted to act in ghreng of 1943, or even in 1942 if the
USSR appeared about to collapse. The British didvamt involvement elsewhere until
North Africa was settled and did not believe a éostrong enough for a cross-channel
attack could be assembled in England by 1943. Rdreetiéed the issue. In June he
captured Tobruk and drove 380 km (235 mi) into EgipAl ‘Alamayn (EI ‘Alamein).
After that, the Americans agreed to shelve theszot®nnel attack and ready the troops
en route to England for an invasion of French Néifica.

The Pacific

Meanwhile, despite the Germany-first strategy,Ahgericans were moving toward an
active pursuit of the war against Japan. The U&yNsaw the Pacific as an arena in
which it could perform more effectively than in tAdantic or the Mediterranean.
General Douglas MacArthur, who had commanded irPtinéppines and been
evacuated to Australia by submarine before theeader, was the country's best-known
military figure and as such too valuable to be \th an inconsequential mission. The
Battle of Midway had stopped the Japanese in theadPacific, but they continued to
advance in the southwest Pacific along the Solonasbas and overland on New
Guinea. On July 2, 1942, the U.S. Joint ChiefstaffJCS) directed the naval and
ground forces in the south and southwest Pacifiatbthe Japanese, drive them out of
the Solomons and northeastern New Guinea, andrgtmihe great base the Japanese



had established at Rabaul, on New Britain in theirck Archipelago (now in Papua
New Guinea).

The Russian Front: Summer 1942

In the most immediately critical area of the wae tJSSR, the initiative had passed to
the Germans again by summer 1942. The Soviet sses@s the winter had been
followed by disasters in the spring. Setbacks sofitteningrad, near Kharkiv, and in
Crimea had cost well more than a half-million meiprisoners alone. The Germans
had not sustained such massive losses, but thinfighad been expensive for them
too, especially since the Soviets had three titlnesuman resources at their disposal.
Moreover, Hitler's overconfidence had led him iatoolossal error. He had been so
sure of victory in 1941 that he had stopped mastikiof weapons and ammunition
production for the army and shifted the industt@work for the air force and navy,
with which he proposed to finish off the BritisheHad resumed production for the
army in January 1942, but the flow would not reti@hfront until late summer. Soviet
weapons output, on the other hand, after havingmid low in November and
December 1941, had increased steadily since theofithe year, and the Soviet
industrial base also was larger than the German.

Looking ahead to the summer, Hitler knew he cowtdagain mount an all-out, three-
pronged offensive. Some of the generals talkedtabailing a year until the army
could be rebuilt, but Hitler was determined to héwevictory in 1942. He had
sufficient troops and weapons to bring the soutllank of the eastern front nearly to
full strength, and he believed he could compelSbeiet command to sacrifice its main
forces trying to defend the coal mines of the Dsrigasin and the oil fields of the
Caucasus.

The German Drive Toward the Caucasus

The offensive began east of Kharkiv on June 28 ilaheks than four weeks the armies
had taken the Donets Basin and advanced east oth®iver. The distances covered
were spectacular, but the numbers of enemy killechptured were relatively small.
Stalin and his generals had made the luckiest kastathe war. Believing the
Germans were going to aim a second, more powetthaick on Moscow, they had held
their reserves back and allowed the armies indghsto retreat.

Hitler, emboldened by the ease and speed of thenady altered his plan in the last
week of July. He had originally proposed to driveegkast to Stalingrad, seize a firm
hold on the Volga River there, and only then sefm@ south into the Caucasus. On
July 23 he ordered two armies to continue the ackvémward Stalingrad and two to
strike south across the lower Don and take théedils at Maikop, Groznyy, and Baku.

The Russians appeared to be heading toward disastdre German thrust into the
Caucasus covered 300 km (185 mi) to Maikop by Au@uslitler's strategy, however,
presented a problem: Two forces moving away froohedher could not be sustained
equally over the badly damaged railroads of theipied territory. In the second half of
August, he diverted more supplies to the attaclkatdvstalingrad, and the march into
the Caucasus slowed. Nevertheless, success seetedtsight when the Sixth Army



and Fourth Panzer Army (formerly group) closed riarStalingrad suburbs on
September 3.

The Russian Stand at Stalingrad

The USSR reached its low point in the war at th @mJuly 1942. The retreat was
almost out of hand, and the Germans were gettitagpasition to strike north along the
Volga behind Moscow as well as into the CaucasusJ@y 28 Stalin issued his most
famous order of the war, “Not a step back!” Whhesiatening Draconian punishments
for slackers and defeatists, he relegated commutaughre background and called on
the troops to fight a “patriotic” war for Russiake Hitler, he had thus far conducted
the war as he saw fit. In late August he calledhisrtwo best military professionals,
Zhukov, who had organized the Moscow counterofiengi December 1941, and the
army chief of the General Staff, General Aleksavdi/asilyevsky, to deal with the
situation at Stalingrad. They proposed to weaetiemy down by locking its troops in
a bloody fight for the city while they assembled theans for a counterattack.

Guadalcanal

The Axis was riding a high tide in midsummer 198falingrad and the Caucasus oll
were seemingly within Hitler's grasp, and Rommes$ wdthin striking distance of the
Suez Canal. The Japanese had occupied Guadaltamalsmuthern end of the
Solomons chain and were marching on Port Moreshthiki\the next six months,
however, the Axis had been stopped and turned inatle Soviet Union, North Africa,
and the southwest Pacific.

U.S. Marines landed on Guadalcanal on August 7218dainst a small Japanese
garrison, the landing was easy. Afterward nothirg wasy. The Japanese responded
swiftly and violently by sea and by air. The out@mnged on the Japanese navy's
ability to bring in reinforcements, which was sw#rgtal, and the U.S. Navy's ability to
keep the marines supplied, which was at times mmesdoubt. While the marines
battled a determined foe in a debilitating tropcahate, between August 24 and
November 30 the navy fought six major engagementisa waters surrounding the
island. The losses in ships and aircraft were heawvigoth sides, but the Japanese were
more seriously hurt because they could not afforaccept a war of attrition with the
Americans. Their warships did not come out agaiarahe end of November, and the
Americans declared the island secure on Februat943.

The Anglo-American Offensive in North Africa

The turnabout in North Africa began on August 33424, when Rommel attacked
through the southern flank of the British line wekAl ‘Alamayn, was stopped at the
‘Alam al Kalfa' Ridge, and was thrown back by September &.réwly appointed
British commander, General Bernard Law MontgomRitythe north flank on October
23 with a methodically prepared offensive and, lmy&mber 5, forced Rommel into a
retreat. American and British Troops fighting tdggtunder General Dwight D.



Eisenhower began landing in Morocco and AlgeridNormember 8, the Americans at
Casablanca and Oran, the British at Algiers. Thenaas sent reinforcements into
Tunis and occupied all of France. They managecetalg Fifth Panzer Army under
General grgen von Arnim on the scene in time to stop Eisardran western Tunisia
by mid-December. Rommel went into the Mareth Lmsautheastern Tunisia in early
February 1943 and launched an attack against theridams on February 14 that drove
them back 80 km (50 mi) and out of the vital KassePass. It was his last success and
one he could not exploit. Hitler recalled him in fdla, as the Americans and British
closed in from the west and south. After beingaftifrom their bases at Bizerte and
Tunis and driven back into pockets on the Cape Baminsula, 275,000 Germans and
Italians surrendered by May 13.

The Soviet Victory at Stalingrad

On the eastern front the Germans' advances tom&tatl and into the Caucasus had
added about 1100 km (about 680 mi) to their line.(®&rman troops were available to
hold that extra distance, so Hitler had to usepsomntributed by his allies.
Consequently, while Sixth and Fourth Panzer armwie® tied down at Stalingrad in
September and October 1942, they were flanked @tethand right by Romanian
armies. An Italian and a Hungarian army were degadiarther upstream on the Don
River. Trial maneuvers had exposed serious weakeessome of the Axis's armies.

On the morning of November 19, in snow and fog,i&carmored spearheads hit the
Romanians west and south of Stalingrad. Their pamdt three days later at Kalach on
the Don River, encircling the Sixth Army, aboutfrafithe Fourth Panzer Army, and a
number of Romanian units. Hitler ordered the Sitimy commander, General
Friedrich Paulus, to hold the pocket, promised ainsupply, and sent Manstein, by
then a field marshal, to organize a relief. Théfafailed to provide the 300 tons of
supplies that Paulus needed each day, and Masstelief operation was halted 55 km
(34 mi) short of the pocket in late December. ThehSArmy was doomed if it did not
attempt a breakout, which Hitler refused to permit.

The Russians pushed in on the pocket from thress sidJanuary 1943, and Paulus
surrendered on January 31. The battle cost Geraiamyt 200,000 troops. In the
aftermath of Stalingrad, in part owing to the cpfla of the Italian and Hungarian
armies, the Germans were forced to retreat fronCtngcasus and back approximately
to the line from which they had started the 1942mer offensive.

The Casablanca Conference

From January 14 to 24, 1943, Roosevelt and Chuianid their staffs met in
Casablanca to lay out a strategy for the pericet #fte North African campaign. The
American military chiefs wanted to proceed to tirect, cross-channel assault on
Germany. The British, eloquently spoken for by Ghilt, argued the advantages of
gathering in the “great prizes” to be had in thedierranean, in Sicily and Italy for a
start. Roosevelt supported the British, and the Aeaa military succeeded only
(several months later) in getting an agreementribahore troops would be put into the
Mediterranean area than were already there, afstheing assembled in England for a
cross-channel attack in 1944. Roosevelt gave Hitanyianother shock when he



announced that nothing short of unconditional sudee would be accepted from any of
the Axis powers. The policy was meant to reasdwdrussians, who would have to
wait at least another year for a full-fledged setbont, but was likely also to stiffen
Axis resistance.

Air Raids on Germany

As a prelude to the postponed cross-channel atifaelBritish and Americans decided
at Casablanca to open a strategic air (bombingnhei¥e against Germany. In this
instance they agreed on timing but not on methbe. British, as a result of
discouraging experience with daylight bombing earlthe war, had built their heavy
bombers, the Lancasters and Halifaxes, for nightlbog, which meant area bombing.
The Americans believed their B-17 Flying Fortressed B-24 Liberators were armed
and armored heavily enough and were fitted witligehtly accurate bombsights to
fly by daylight and strike pinpoint targets. Théfelience was resolved by letting each
nation conduct its own offensive in its own way aadling the result round-the-clock
bombing. The British method was exemplified by fGrebomb raids on Hamburg in
late July 1943, in which much of the city was butoeit and 50,000 people died.
American losses of planes and crews increasedIgtesphe bombers penetrated
deeper into Germany. After early October 1943, wétekes at ball-bearing plants in
Schweinfurt incurred nearly 25 percent lossesdthgight offensive had to be curtailed
until long-range fighters became available.

The Battle of Kursk

Before the winter fighting on the eastern front@ch March 1943, Hitler knew he
could not manage another summer offensive, andlked about setting up an east wall
comparable to the fortified Atlantic wall he waslting along the western European
coast. The long winter's retreat, however, hadtshed the front enough to give him a
surplus of almost two armies. It also left a langestward bulge in the front around the
city of Kursk. To Hitler, the opportunity for oneare grand encirclement was too good
to let pass.

After waiting three months for more new tanks taneooff the assembly lines, Hitler
opened the battle at Kursk on July 5 with attaaksmand south across the open
eastern end of the bulge. Zhukov and Vasilyevskl/diso had their eyes on Kursk,
and they had heavily reinforced the front arounthithe war's greatest tank battle, the
Russians fought the Germans nearly to a stantigtiuly 12. Hitler then called off the
operation because the Americans and British hadkldon Sicily, and he needed to
transfer divisions to Italy. With that, the stratemitiative in the east passed to the
Soviet forces permanently.

The Invasion of Italy

Three American, one Canadian, and three Britistsidins landed on Sicily on July 10.
They pushed across the island from beachheadsmotith coast in five weeks,
against four Italian and two German divisions, amdrcame the last Axis resistance on
August 17. In the meantime, Mussolini had beempgéd of power on July 25, and the



Italian government had entered into negotiatioas tesulted in an armistice signed in
secret on September 3 and made public on Septénber

On September 3 elements of Montgomery's BritisihtigA\rmy crossed the Strait of
Messina from Sicily to the toe of the Italian bobhe U.S. Fifth Army, under General
Mark W. Clark, staged a landing near Salerno orte®efper 9; and by October 12, the
British and Americans had a fairly solid line agtise peninsula from the Volturno
River, north of Naples, to Termoli on the Adriatigast. The Italian surrender brought
little military benefit to the Allies, and by thee of the year, the Germans stopped
them on the Gustav line about 100 km (about 60smuth of Rome. A landing at
Anzio on January 22, 1944, failed to shake the &ukte, which was solidly anchored
on the Liri River and Monte Cassino.

Allied Strategy Against Japan

Strategy in the war with Japan evolved by stages@ud 943. In the first, the goal was
to secure bases on the coast of China (from wtaplard could be bombed and later
invaded) by British and Chinese drives through Buand eastern China and by
American thrusts through the islands of the ceranal southwestern Pacific to Taiwan
and China. By midyear, it was apparent that neitheBritish nor the Chinese drive
was likely to materialize. Thereafter, only the thamerican thrusts remained. Their
objectives were still Formosa and the Chinese coast

U.S. Advances in the Pacific

In the Pacific, U.S. troops retook Attu, in the Aians, in a hard-fought, 3-week battle
beginning on May 23. (The Japanese evacuated Kistkaae Americans and Canadians
landed there in August.) The main action was instvethwest Pacific. There U.S. and
New Zealand troops, under Admiral William Halsegyanced through the Solomons,
taking New Georgia in August and a large beachlo@aBougainville in November.
Australians and Americans under MacArthur droveXfyganese back along the East
Coast of New Guinea and took Lae and Salamauagte®der. MacArthur's and
Halsey's mission, as set by the JCS in 1942, had teetake Rabaul, but they
discovered in the Solomons that having commantegir and sea around them was
enough to neutralize the Japanese Island garresmhsender them useless. Landings
on Cape Gloucester, New Britain, in December, emAldmiralty Islands in February
1944, and At Emirau Island in March 1944 effeciyvsdaled off Rabaul. Its 100,000-
man garrison could not thereafter be either adedyatipplied or evacuated.

The central Pacific thrust was slower in gettireyteid. The southwest Pacific islands
were relatively close together; airfields on onalddurnish support for the move to the
next; and the Japanese navy was wary of riskinghiiss within range of land-based
aircraft. In the central Pacific, however, the msla were scattered over vast stretches of
ocean, and powerful naval forces were needed tpastithe landings, particularly
aircraft carriers, which were not available in stiént numbers until late 1943.

The first central Pacific landings were in the @itblslands, at Makin and Tarawa in
November 1943. Betio Island in the Tarawa Atoll7 Blhectares (291 acres) of coral
sand and concrete and coconut log bunkers, cognithdlarine Division 3000
casualties in three days. More intensive prelinyirmmbardments and larger numbers



of amphibian tractors capable of crossing the sumdong reefs made the taking of
Kwajalein and Enewetak in the Marshall Islands @bftiary 1944 somewhat less
expensive.

The Fourth Phase: Allied Victory

After the Battle of Kursk, the last lingering dowiiout the Soviet forces was whether
they could conduct a successful summer offensiwegas dispelled in the first week of
August 1943, when slashing attacks hit the Gernmenrlorth and west of Kharkiv. On
August 12 Hitler ordered work started on an eadttwde built along the Narva River
and Lakes Pskov and Peipus, behind Army Group Nartt the Desna and Dnieper
rivers, behind Army Groups Center and South. Insén@nd half of the month, the
Soviet offensive expanded south along the DonetsrRind north into the Army Group
Center sector.

On September 15 Hitler permitted Army Group Soothetreat to the Dnieper River;
otherwise it was likely to be destroyed. He alsteoed everything in the area east of
the Dnieper that could be of any use to the enenethauled away, burned, or blown
up. This scorched-earth policy, as it was calledia only be partially carried out
before the army group crossed the river at theoéide month. Henceforth, that policy
would be applied in all territory surrendered te Russians.

Behind the river, the German troops found no tcn east wall, and they had to
contend from the first with five Soviet bridgeheatlee high west bank of the river
was the best defensive line left in the Soviet Wnand the Soviet armies, under
Zhukov and Vasilyevsky, fought furiously to prevéim Germans from gaining a
foothold there. They expanded the bridgeheadsatistla German army in Crimea in
October, took Kyiv on November 6, and stayed ondffensive into the winter with
hardly a pause.

The Tehran Conference

At the end of November, Roosevelt and Churchiltjayed to Tehran for their first
meeting with Stalin. The president and the primeistér had already approved, under
the code name Overlord, a plan for a cross-chaatteetk. Roosevelt wholeheartedly
favored executing Overlord as early in 1944 asnbather permitted. At Tehran,
Churchill argued for giving priority to Italy andpsible new offensives in the Balkans
or southern France, but he was outvoted by Roasand|Stalin. Overlord was set for
May 1944. After the meeting, the CCS recalled Hisever from the Mediterranean
and gave him command of the Supreme Headquartbéesl Axpeditionary Forces
(SHAEF), which was to organize and carry out Oveklo

The Tehran conference marked the high point oEth&-West wartime alliance. Stalin
came to the meeting as a victorious war leadegelguantities of U.S. lend-lease aid
were flowing into the Soviet Union through Murmarasid the Persian Gulf; and the
decision on Overlord satisfied the long-standingi€&ademand for a second front. At
the same time, strains were developing as the Sarnges approached the borders of
the smaller eastern European states. In May 1®&#rmans had produced evidence
linking the USSR to the deaths of some 11,000 Rafficers found buried in mass



graves in the Katyn Forest near Smolensk. Stalihdeaered relations with the Polish
exile government in London, and he insisted at aehas he had before, that the
postwar Soviet-Polish boundary would have to beotie established after the Polish
defeat in 1939. He also reacted with barely comtkhobstility to Churchill's proposal
of a British-American thrust into the Balkans.

German Preparations for Overlord

Hitler expected an invasion of northwestern Eunopde spring of 1944, and he
welcomed it as a chance to win the war. If he colutdw the Americans and British

off the beaches, he reasoned, they would not sgagtin. He could then throw all of
his forces, nearly half of which were in the wesfainst the USSR. In November 1943
he told the commanders on the eastern front tlegtwould get no more
reinforcements until after the invasion had bedeated.

In January 1944 a Soviet offensive raised the siégeningrad and drove Army
Group North back to the Narva River-Lake Peipus.lithere the Germans found a
tenuous refuge in the one segment of the easthatlhad been to some extent
fortified. On the south flank, successive offensivhe last in March and April, pushed
the Germans in the broad stretch between the Belésarshes (Pripyat’ Marshes) and
the Black Sea off of all but a few shreds of Soteetitory. The greater part of 150,000
Germans and Romanians in Crimea died or passe®owiet captivity in May after a
belated sealift failed to get them out of Sevasto@m the other hand, enough tanks
and weapons had been turned out to equip new amador the west and replace some
of those lost in the east; the air force had 4@gr@rmore planes than at the same time a
year earlier; and synthetic oil production reacthiedvartime peak in April 1944.

The Normandy Invasion

On June 6, 1944, D-Day, the day of invasion for @vd, the U.S. First Army, under
General Omar N. Bradley, and the British SecondyAmmder General Miles C.
Dempsey, established beachheads in Normandy, dfréimeh channel coast. The
German resistance was strong, and the footholdalfied armies were not nearly as
good as they had expected. Nevertheless, the paveeddnterattack with which Hitler
had proposed to throw the Allies off the beachdsndit materialize, neither on D-Day
nor later. Enormous Allied air superiority over timrn France made it difficult for
Rommel, who was in command on the scene, to mevknhited reserves. Moreover,
Hitler became convinced that the Normandy landingee a feint and the main assault
would come north of the Seine River. Consequehtyrefused to release the divisions
he had there and insisted on drawing in reinforcgs@om more distant areas. By the
end of June, Eisenhower had 850,000 men and 150¢)6les ashore in Normandy.

The Soviet Reconquest of Belorussia

The German eastern front was quiet during the timgte weeks of June 1944. Hitler
fully expected a Soviet summer offensive, whictahd his military advisers believed



would come on the south flank. Since Stalingrad3beiets had concentrated their
main effort there, and the Germans thought Statinld/be eager to push into the
Balkans, the historic object of Russian ambitiohhdugh Army Group Center was
holding Belorussia—the only large piece of Sowstitory still in German hands—and
although signs of a Soviet buildup against the agnoyip multiplied in June, they did
not believe it was in real danger. On June 22-@3; Soviet army groups, two
controlled by Zhukov and two by Vasilyevsky, hitmy Group Center. Outnumbered
by about ten to one at the points of attack, arteuorders from Hitler not to retreat,
the army group began to disintegrate almost at.ddgduly 3, when Soviet spearheads
coming from the northeast and southeast met atkyithe Belorussian capital, Army
Group Center had lost two-thirds of its divisioBy.the third week of the month,
Zhukov's and Vasilyevsky's fronts had advanced 8Bod km (about 200 mi). The
Soviet command celebrated on July 17 with a dag-loarch by 57,000 German
prisoners, including 19 generals, through the streeMoscow.

The Plot Against Hitler

A group of German officers and civilians concludeduly that getting rid of Hitler
offered the last remaining chance to end the wharbet swept onto German soil from
two directions. On July 20 they tried to kill hing placing a bomb in his headquarters
in East Prussia. The bomb exploded, wounding a euamiofficers—several fatally—
but inflicting only minor injuries on Hitler. Aftevard, theGestapchunted down
everyone suspected of complicity in the plot. Ohthe suspects was Rommel, who
committed suicide. Hitler emerged from the assas¢®in attempt more secure in his
power than ever before.

The Liberation of France

As of July 24 the Americans and British were stilhfined in the Normandy
beachhead, which they had expanded somewhat tont&aant-Lp and Caen. Bradley
began the breakout the next day with an attackhsoomn Saint-lp. Thereafter, the

front expanded rapidly, and Eisenhower regroupsddices. Montgomery took over
the British Second Army and the Canadian First ArBrnadley assumed command of a
newly activated Twelfth Army Group consisting of3JFirst and Third armies under
General Courtney H. Hodges and General GeorgettnPa

After the Americans had turned east from Avrandhdke first week of August, a
pocket developed around the German Fifth PanzeGamdnth armies west of Falaise.
The Germans held out until August 20 but then adé@ across the Seine. On August
25 the Americans, in conjunction with General Césude Gaulle's Free French and
Resistance forces, liberated Paris.

Meanwhile, on August 15, American and French forwes$ landed on the southern
coast of France east of Marseille and were pushinth along the valley of the phe
River. They made contact with Bradley's forces r&gm in the second week of
September.

Pause in the Western Offensive



Bradley and Montgomery sent their army groups nartth east across the Seine on
August 25, the British going along the coast towBethium, the Americans toward the
Franco-German border. Montgomery's troops seizédémp on September 3, and the
first American patrols crossed the German bordeB@ptember 11. But the pursuit was
ending. The German armies shattered in the breakeng being rebuilt, and Hitler sent
as commander Field Marshal Walter Model, who hadesha reputation as the so-
called lion of the defense on the eastern frontntgomery had reached formidable
water barriers—the Meuse and lower Rhine rivers—taedAmericans were coming up
against the west wall, which had been built in1B80s as the German counterpart to
the Maginot line. Although most of its big guns Hzekn removed, the west wall's
concrete bunkers and antitank barriers would mataigh to crack. The Allies’ most
serious problem was that they had outrun their kegpGasoline and ammunition in
particular were scarce and were being brought ffoemch ports on the channel coast
over as much as 800 km (500 mi) of war-damagedsraad railroads. Until the port of
Antwerp could be cleared and put into operationomadvances like those in August
and early September were out of the question.

The Warsaw Uprising

The Soviet offensive had spread to the flanks ehAGroup Center in July. On July
29 a spearhead reached the Baltic coast negaRRnd severed Army Group North's
land contact with the German main front. Powethnlists past Army Group Center's
south flank reached the line of the Wisla (VistiRayer upstream from Warsaw by the
end of the month. In Warsaw on July 31 the Polistteuground Home Army
commanded by General Tadeusz Komorowski (knowneasefal Bor) staged an
uprising. The insurgents, who were loyal to the-&ummunist exile government in
London, disrupted the Germans for several days.Sidwet forces held fast on the east
side of the Wisla, however, and Stalin refusectdJ.S. planes use Soviet airfields for
making supply flights for the insurgents. He didafly, allow one flight by 110 B-17s,
which was made on September 18. By then it wasateothe Germans had the upper
hand; and Komorowski surrendered on October 2irStadisted that his forces could
not have crossed into Warsaw because they wenedak, which was probably not
true. On the other hand, the line of the Wisla em$ar as the Soviet armies could go
on a broad front without pausing to replenish tkepplies.

The Defeat of Germany's Allies in the East

While the Soviet Union was letting the Warsaw upgsun its tragic course, it was
gathering in a plentiful harvest of successes digeg An offensive between the
Carpathian Mountains and the Black Sea, openedugugt 20, resulted in Romania's
asking for an armistice three days later. Bulgamaich had never declared war on the
Soviet Union, surrendered on September 9, Finlan8eptember 19. Soviet troops
took Belgrade on October 20 and installed a Comstgavernment under Tito in
Yugoslavia. In Hungary, the Russians were at thesgaf Budapest by late November.

Allied Advances in Italy

(1944). The Italian campaign passed into the shaafd@wverlord in the summer of
1944. Clark's Fifth Army, comprising French andd3ahs well as Americans, took



Monte Cassino on May 18. A breakout from the Arimachhead five days later forced
the Germans to abandon the whole Gustav line, @ éifth Army entered Rome, an
open city since June 4. The advance went welldaresdistance north of Rome, but it
was bound to lose momentum because U.S. and Fdaistons would soon be
withdrawn for the invasion of southern France. Afeking Ancona on the east and
Florence on the west coast in the second week gtigtithe Allies were at the German
Gothic line. An offensive late in the month demioéd the Gothic line but failed in
three months to carry through to the Po River yadlled was stopped for the winter in
the mountains.

The Battle of the Philippine Sea

Operations against Japan in the Pacific pickedoged in 1944. In the spring, the JCS
projected advances by MacArthur through northwediew Guinea and into the
Philippines and by Nimitz across the central Paddithe Marianas and Caroline
Islands. The Japanese, on their part, were geatiady for a decisive naval battle east
of the Philippines.

After making leaps along the New Guinea coast tapg, Hollandia, and Wakde

Island in April and May, MacArthur's troops landewl Biak Island on May 27.

Airfields on Biak would enable U.S. planes to harte Japanese fleet in the
Philippines. A striking force built around the wabd two largest battleshipgamato
andMusashi,was steaming toward Biak on June 13 when the Na8y began

bombing and shelling Saipan in the Marianas. Tipadese ships were then ordered to
turn north and join the First Mobile Fleet of AdaliOzawa Jisaburo, which was
heading out of the Philippines toward the Marianas.

On June 19 and 20, Ozawa met U.S. Task Force 8&rudmiral Marc A. Mitscher,

in the Battle of the Philippine Sea. The outcome decided in the air and under the
sea. Ozawa had five heavy and four light carriglisscher had nine heavy and six light
carriers. On the first day, in what was called Merianas Turkey Shoot, U.S. fighters
downed 219 of 326 Japanese planes sent against\iteihe the air battle was going
on, U.S. submarines sank Ozawa's two largest csyroae of them his flagship; and on
the second day, dive-bombers sank a third bigerarifter that, Ozawa steered north
toward Okinawa with just 35 planes left. It was &mal for Japanese carrier aviation.
Mitscher lost 26 planes, and 3 of his ships sufferénor damage.

Strategic Shift in the Pacific

U.S. forces landed on Saipan on June 15. The Aaresibad possession of Saipan,
Tinian, and Guam by August 10, giving them the taeeq strategy for ending the war.
The islands could accommodate bases for the newigamelong-range bombers, the
B-29 Superfortresses, which could reach Tokyo aedther main Japanese cities at
least as well from the islands as they would haentable to from bases in China.
Moreover, U.S. naval superiority in the Pacific wagidly becoming sufficient to
sustain an invasion of Japan itself across the opean. That invasion, however,
would have to wait for the defeat of Germany arelghbsequent release of ground
troops from Europe for use in the Pacific. The taghombing of Japan began in
November 1944.



Although the shift in strategy raised some doubtuathe need for the operations in
the Carolines and Philippines, they went aheadaaspd, with landings in the western
Carolines at Peleliu (September 15), Ulithi (Sepgien23), and Ngulu (October 16)
and in the central Philippines on Leyte (Octobex Z0e invasion of the Philippines
brought the Japanese navy out in force for thetilagt in the war. In the 3-day Battle
for Leyte Gulf (October 23-25), the outcome of whigas at times more in doubt than
the final result would seem to indicate, the Japarest 26 ships, including the giant
battleshipMusashi,and the Americans lost 7 ships.

The Air War in Europe

The main action against Germany during the fall®4 was in the air. Escorted by
long-range fighters, particularly P-51 MustangsS thombers hit industrial targets by
day, while the German cities crumbled under Bribsimbing by night. Hitler had
responded by bombarding England, beginning in Jwitk,V-1 flying bombs and in
September with V-2 rockets; but the best launckites, those in northwestern France
and in Belgium, were lost in October. The effedtthe Allied strategic bombing were
less clear-cut than had been expected. The bonaliingot destroy civilian morale, and
German fighter plane and armored vehicle produagached their wartime peaks in
the second half of 1944. On the other hand, irahsteel output dropped by half
between September and December, and continued bgrabihe synthetic oil plants,
coupled with loss of the Ploiesti oil fields in Rama, severely limited the fuel that
would be available for the tanks and planes coroffithe assembly lines.

The shortening of the fronts on the east and thst amrd the late year lull in the ground
fighting gave Hitler one more chance to createsamee of about 25 divisions. He
resolved to use them offensively against the Briied Americans by cutting across
Belgium to Antwerp in an action similar to the swebrough the Ardennes that had
brought the British and French to disaster at Dumke in May 1940.

The Battle of the Bulge

The German Ardennes offensive, soon to be knowhedllies as the Battle of the
Bulge GeeBulge, Battle of thg began on December 16. The Americans were taken
completely by surprise. They put up a strong rasst, however, and were able to hold
the critical road centers of Saint-Vith and Bastghhe German effort was doomed
after December 23, when good flying weather allottedoverwhelming Allied air
superiority to make itself felt. Nevertheless, @sanot until the end of January that the
last of the 80-km (50-mi) deep “bulge” in the Atliénes was eliminated. The Allied
advance into Germany was not resumed until February

The Yalta Conference

By then the Soviet armies were on the Odra (Ode@riR60 km (35 mi) east of Berlin.
They had smashed the German line on the Wisla Rivérreached the Baltic coast east
of Danzig (Gdansk) in January 1945 and had a tight on the Odra by February 3.
Stalin would meet Roosevelt and Churchill at YéteeYalta Conferencein Crimea



(February 4-11) with all of Poland in his pocketlamth Berlin and, for all anybody
then knew, most of Germany as well within his graspYalta, Stalin agreed to enter
the war against Japan within three months afteGienan surrender in return for
territorial concessions in the Far East.

The Americans and British, as was their customggised on how to proceed against
Germany. In a meeting at Malta shortly before tlata¥ conference, Montgomery and
the British members of the CCS argued for a fagjlsithrust by Montgomery's army
group across the north German plain to Berlin. 0stan such a thrust, they wanted the
bulk of Allied supplies to go to Montgomery, whiagleant the American armies would
have to stay on the defensive. Eisenhower's plarchaprevailed, was to give
Montgomery first priority but also keep the Amencarmies on the move.

Crossing the Rhine

The first stage for all of the Allied armies waséach the Rhine River. To accomplish
that, they had to break through the west wall exgdbuth and cross the Ruhr (Dutch
Roer) River on the north. The Germans had flooledRuhr Valley by opening dams.
After waiting nearly two weeks for the water to sigde, the U.S. Ninth and First armies
crossed the Ruhr on February 23.

In early March, the armies closed up to the Rhiine bridges were down
everywhere—everywhere, that is, except at the stitglof Remagen, where units of
the U.S. First Army captured the Ludendorff raibidaidge on March 7. By March 24,
when Montgomery sent elements of the British Sedamay and the U.S. Ninth Army
across the river, the U.S. First Army was occupyrgprawling bridgehead between
Bonn and Koblenz. On March 22 the U.S. Third Arnayltseized a bridgehead south of
Mainz. Thus, the whole barrier of the river wasKkamm, and Eisenhower ordered the
armies to strike east on a broad front.

Allied Objectives in Germany

Advancing at times over 80 km (over 50 mi) a dag, t).S. First and Ninth armies
closed an encirclement around the industrial hefa@ermany, the Ruhr, on April 1.
They trapped 325,000 German troops in the pocket.British Second Army crossed
the Weser River, halfway between the Rhine andEthe rivers, on April 5. On April
11 the Ninth Army reached the Elbe near Magdebuodythe next day took a
bridgehead on the east side, thereby putting iwgdiin striking distance (120 km/75
mi) of Berlin.

The Ninth Army's arrival on the Elbe raised a gioesof a “race for Berlin.” The

British, especially Churchill and Montgomery, amhge Americans contended that
Berlin was the most important objective in Germaegause the world, and the
German people especially, would regard the foricastbok Berlin as the real victors in
the war. Eisenhower, supported by the JCS, instbit militarily, Berlin was not

worth the possible cost of taking it, and a junctiath the Russians could be made just
as well farther south in the vicinity of Leipzigc&aDresden. Moreover, he believed

Nazi diehards were going to take refuge in a retdouthe Bavarian mountains, and he
wanted, therefore, to direct the main weight ofAxiserican forces into south

Germany.



The Soviet front, meanwhile, had remained statpoarthe Odra River since
February, which raised another question. The pasBegiet explanation was that their
flanks on the north and south were threatened adddbe cleared. The sequence of
events after February 1945 indicates that Staimadt believe the British and
Americans could cross Germany as fast as theyrdid@nsequently, assumed he
would have ample time to complete his conquestsfezn Europe before heading into
central Germany. Although he told Eisenhower défgly, he obviously did not regard
Berlin as unimportant. In the first week of Aphis armies went into a whirlwind
redeployment for a Berlin offensive.

The Final Battles in Europe

Hitler's last, faint hope, strengthened brieflyRgosevelt's death on April 12, was for a
falling out between the Western powers and the&aion. The East-West alliance
was, in fact, strained, but the break would not eamtime to benefit Nazi Germany.
On April 14 and 16 the U.S. Fifth and British Eiglarmies launched attacks that
brought them to the Po River in a week. The Saaetance toward Berlin began on
April 16. The U.S. Seventh Army capturedriNberg, the site of Nazi Party rallies in
the 1930s, on April 20. Four days later Soviet agmilosed a ring around Berlin. The
next day the Soviet Fifth Guards Army and the Wit Army made contact at Torgau
on the Elbe River northeast of Leipzig, and Germaayg split into two parts. In the last
week of the month, organized resistance againshthericans and British practically
ceased, but the German troops facing east battiggedately to avoid falling into
Soviet captivity.

The German Surrender

Hitler decided to await the end in Berlin, wherecoeld still manipulate what was left
of the command apparatus. Most of his political amlitary associates chose to leave
the capital for places in north and south Germémhyl to be out of the Soviet reach.
On the afternoon of April 30 Hitler committed suieiin his Berlin bunker. As his last
significant official act, he named Grand AdmiralrKRoenitz to succeed him as chief
of state.

Doenitz, who had been loyal to Hitler, had no cewpen to him other than surrender.
His representative, General Alfred Jodl, signediaconditional surrender of all
German armed forces at Eisenhower's headquart&siims early on May 7. By then
the German forces in Italy had already surrendé@aday 2), as had those in Holland,
north Germany, and Denmark (May 4). The U.S. antisBrgovernments declared
May 8 V-E (Victory in Europe) Day. The full uncomiginal surrender took effect at one
minute past midnight after a second signing in iBexith Soviet participation.

The Defeat of Japan

Although Japan's position was hopeless by earl$,18d early end to the war was not
in sight. The Japanese navy would not be ablermecout in force again, but the bulk
of the army was intact and was deployed in the hislaads and China. The Japanese
gave a foretaste of what was yet in store by regptd kamikaze (Japanese, “divine



wind”) attacks, or suicide air attacks, during figiating for Luzon in the Philippines.
On January 4-13, 1945, quickly trained kamikazetpiflying obsolete planes had sunk
17 U.S. ships and damaged S@eKamikaze

Iwo Jima and Okinawa

While the final assault on Japan awaited reinforetsifrom Europe, the island-
hopping approach march continued, first, with allag on lwo Jima on February 19.
That small, barren island cost the lives of oved®0.S. Marines before it was secured
on March 16. Situated almost halfway between thednas and Tokyo, the island
played an important part in the air war. Its twdiaids provided landing sites for
damaged B-29s and enabled fighters to give the bosndover during their raids on
Japanese cities.

On April 1 the U.S. Tenth Army, composed of foumgrand four marine divisions
under General Simon B. Buckner, Jr., landed on &k& 500 km (310 mi) south of
the southernmost Japanese island, Kyushu. The depadid not defend the beaches.
They proposed to make their stand on the southgof the island, across which they
had constructed three strong lines. The northegetkifths of the island were secured
in less than two weeks, the third line in the sawghld not be breached until June 14,
and the fighting continued to June 21.

Hiroshima and Nagasaki

The next attack was scheduled for Kyushu in Noveribd5. An easy success seemed
unlikely. The Japanese had fought practically eol&#st man on Iwo Jima, and
hundreds of soldiers and civilians had jumped biffiscat the southern end of Okinawa
rather than surrender. Kamikaze planes had sumal&l vessels and damaged 200 off
Okinawa.

The Kyushu landing was never made. Throughout te the U.S. government and the
British, believing Germany was doing the same, inathtained a massive scientific
and industrial project to develop an atomic bomite €hief ingredients, fissionable
uranium and plutonium, had not been available fficsent quantity before the war in
Europe ended. The first bomb was exploded in aate&tamogordo, New Mexico, on
July 16, 1945.

Two more bombs had been built, and the possilalibge of using them to convince
the Japanese to surrender. President Harry S. Trdewded to allow the bombs to be
dropped because, he said, he believed they mightteausands of American lives. For
maximum psychological impact, they were used irtkjguccession, one over
Hiroshima on August 6, the other over Nagasaki agust 9. These cities had not
previously been bombed, and thus the bombs' dastadé be accurately assessed.
U.S. estimates put the number killed in Hiroshirh@6000 to 78,000 and in Nagasaki
at 39,000. Japanese estimates gave a combinedt@0,000. The USSR declared
war on Japan on August 8 and invaded Manchuria¢keday.



The Japanese Surrender

On August 14 Japan announced its surrender, whachnet quite unconditional
because the Allies had agreed to allow the countkeep its emperor. The formal
signing took place on September 2 in Tokyo Bay abtze battleshiplissouri. The
Allied delegation was headed by General MacArthilng became the military
governor of occupied Japan.

Cost of the War

World War 1I's basic statistics qualify it as by fae greatest war in history in terms of
human and material resources expended. In allpGftaes with 1.7 billion people,
three-fourths of the world's population, took partotal of 110 million persons were
mobilized for military service, more than half dibse by three countries: the USSR
(22-30 million), Germany (17 million), and the Usul States (16 million). For the
major participants the largest numbers on dutyhgtame time were as follows: USSR
(212,500,000); U.S. (12,245,000); Germany (10,938),0British Empire and
Commonwealth (8,720,000); Japan (7,193,000); andad’,000,000).

Most statistics on the war are only estimates. Wwhes vast and chaotic sweep made
uniform record keeping impossible. Some governmiastscontrol of the data, and
some resorted to manipulating it for political reas.

A rough consensus has been reached on the totadfdbe war. In terms of money
spent, it has been put at more than $1 trillionictvimakes it more expensive than all
other wars combined. The human cost, not includioge than 5 million Jews killed in
the HolocaustqdeeHolocaust:Results of the Holocayswvho were indirect victims of
the war, is estimated to have been 55 million de28-illion of those military and 30
million civilian.

Economic Statistics

The U.S. spent the most money on the war, an etsth$%841 billion, including $50
billion for lend-lease supplies, of which $31 lmti went to Britain, $11 billion to the
Soviet Union, $5 billion to China, and $3 billiom 35 other countries. Germany was
next, with $272 billion; followed by the Soviet Wmi, $192 billion; and then Britain,
$120 billion; Italy, $94 billion; and Japan, $56libn. Except for the U.S., however,
and some of the less militarily active Allies, theney spent does not come close to
being the war's true cost. The Soviet governmesichiculated that the USSR lost 30
percent of its national wealth, while Nazi exacti@nd looting were of incalculable
amounts in the occupied countries. The full coslapan has been estimated at $562
billion. In Germany, bombing and shelling had proeldi 4 billion cu m (5 billion cu
yd) of rubble.

Human Losses

The human cost of the war fell heaviest on the US8&Rwhich the official total,
military and civilian, is given as more than 20 lioih killed. The Allied military and



civilian losses were 44 million; those of the AXi4, million. The military deaths on
both sides in Europe numbered 19 million and inviiae against Japan, 6 million. The
U.S., which had no significant civilian losses,tairsed 292,131 battle deaths and
115,187 deaths from other causes. The highest msmbdeaths, military and civilian,
were as follows: USSR more than 13,000,000 militargt 7,000,000 civilian; China
3,500,000 and 10,000,000; Germany 3,500,000 ari80; Poland 120,000 and
5,300,000; Japan 1,700,000 and 380,000; Yugos&06z000 and 1,300,000; Romania
200,000 and 465,000; France 250,000 and 360,00sBEmMpire and Commonwealth
452,000 and 60,000; Italy 330,000 and 80,000; Hunga0,000 and 280,000; and
Czechoslovakia 10,000 and 330,000.

Perhaps the most significant casualty over the teng was the world balance of
power. Britain, France, Germany, and Japan ceaskd gjreat powers in the traditional
military sense, leaving only two, the United Stadad the Soviet Union.



