Jane Eyre CHARLOTTE ERONTE

Chapters 1-4

Summary: Chapter 1

The novel opens on a dreary November afternooratesBead, the home of the wealthy
Reed family. A young girl named Jane Egits in the drawing room reading Bewick’s
History of British Birds. Jane’s aunt, Mrs. ReeHlas forbidden her niece to play with her
cousins ElizaGeorgianaand the bullying John. John chides Jane for bailogvly

orphan who is only permitted to live with the Rebdsause of his mother’s charity. John
then hurls a book at the young girl, pushing hah&end of her patience. Jane finally
erupts, and the two cousins fight. Mrs. Reed hd&dee responsible for the scuffle and
sends her to the “red-room”™—the frightening chambewhich her Uncle Reedied—as
punishment.

Summary: Chapter 2

Two servants, Miss Abbott and Bessie | egcort Jane to the red-room, and Jane resists
them with all of her might. Once locked in the rqalane catches a glimpse of her
ghastly figure in the mirror, and, shocked by hexager presence, she begins to reflect
on the events that have led her to such a stagerédhembers her kind Uncle Reed
bringing her to Gateshead after her parents’ deatth she recalls his dying command
that his wife promise to raise Jane as one of . Suddenly, Jane is struck with the
impression that her Uncle Reed’s ghost is in tleeroand she imagines that he has come
to take revenge on his wife for breaking her pr@ndane cries out in terror, but her aunt
believes that she is just trying to escape hergtunent, and she ignores her pleas. Jane
faints in exhaustion and fear.

Summary: Chapter 3

When she wakes, Jane finds herself in her own bedro the care of Mr. Lloydhe
family’s kind apothecary. Bessie is also presemd, she expresses disapproval of her
mistress’s treatment of Jane. Jane remains inHeetbliowing day, and Bessie sings her
a song. Mr. Lloyd speaks with Jane about her lif@a@eshead, and he suggests to Jane’s
aunt that the girl be sent away to school, wheeersight find happiness. Jane is
cautiously excited at the possibility of leavingt€shead.

Soon after her own reflections on the past in @teroom, Jane learns more of her
history when she overhears a conversation betweesi®and Miss Abbott. Jane’s
mother was a member of the wealthy Reed familyctvistrongly disapproved of Jane’s
father, an impoverished clergyman. When they mdydane’s wealthy maternal
grandfather wrote his daughter out of his will. Nwitg after Jane was born, Jane’s
parents died from typhus, which Jane’s father @mtéd while caring for the poor.

Summary: Chapter 4

About two months have passed, and Jane has bearirepdven crueler treatment from
her aunt and cousins while anxiously waiting fa #irangements to be made for her
schooling. Now Jane is finally told she may attémelgirls’ school Lowood, and she is
introduced to Mr. Brocklehursthe stern-faced man who runs the school. Mr.
Brocklehurst abrasively questions Jane about melighnd he reacts with indignation




when she declares that she finds the psalms uestieg. Jane’s aunt warns Mr.
Brocklehurst that the girl also has a propensitylfimg, a piece of information that Mr.
Brocklehurst says he intends to publicize to Jatezgishers upon her arrival. When Mr.
Brocklehurst leaves, Jane is so hurt by her aattsisation that she cannot stop herself
from defending herself to her aunt. Mrs. Reedpitce, seems to concede defeat. Shortly
thereafter, Bessie tells Jane that she prefersoiibe Reed children. Before Jane leaves
for school, Bessie tells her stories and singddwaly songs.

Chapters 5-10

Summary: Chapter 5

Four days after meeting Mr. Brocklehyrdaneboards the 6 a.m. coach and travels alone
to Lowood. When she arrives at the school, theislawark and rainy, and she is led
through a grim building that will be her new horiée following day, Jane is introduced
to her classmates and learns the daily routinestwkeeps the girls occupied from before
dawn until dinner. Miss Templéhe superintendent of the school, is very kindilevone

of Jane’s teachers, Miss Scatchesdunpleasant, particularly in her harsh treatnoém
young student named Hel&urns. Jane and Helen befriend one another, aralldarns
from Helen that Lowood is a charity school mainggirfior female orphans, which means
that the Reeds have paid nothing to put her ttgdre.also learns that Mr. Brocklehurst
oversees every aspect of its operation: even Messple must answer to him.

Summary: Chapter 6

On Jane’s second morning at Lowood, the girls aeble to wash, as the water in their
pitchers is frozen. Jane quickly learns that liféhe school is harsh. The girls are
underfed, overworked, and forced to sit still dgrseemingly endless sermons. Still, she
takes comfort in her new friendship with Helen, wimpresses Jane with her expansive
knowledge and her ability to patiently endure etrencruelest treatment from Miss
Scatcherd. Helen tells Jane that she practicestam®of Christian endurance, which
means loving her enemies and accepting her privaliane disagrees strongly with such
meek tolerance of injustice, but Helen takes nalli#elane’s arguments. Helen is self-
critical only because she sometimes fails to lipgaiher ascetic standards: she believes
that she is a poor student and chastises hersalff@lreaming about her home and
family when she should be concentrating on herissud

Summary: Chapter 7

For most of Jane’s first month at Lowood, Mr. Brimtkurst spends his time away from
the school. When he returns, Jane becomes quiteusebecause she remembers his
promise to her aunt, Mrs. Redd warn the school about Jane’s supposed habjingf.
When Jane inadvertently drops her slate in Mr. Bledairst’s presence, he is furious and
tells her she is careless. He orders Jane to staadstool while he tells the school that
she is a liar, and he forbids the other studenspéak to her for the rest of the day. Helen
makes Jane’s day of humiliation endurable by priogdher friend with silent
consolation—she covertly smiles at Jane every sheepasses by.

Summary: Chapter 8



Finally, at five o’clock, the students dispersej dane collapses to the floor. Deeply
ashamed, she is certain that her reputation at bdwas been ruined, but Helen assures
her that most of the girls felt more pity for Jdhan revulsion at her alleged
deceitfulness. Jane tells Miss Temple that shetigtiar, and relates the story of her
tormented childhood at Gateshead. Miss Temple sezbelieve Jane and writes to Mr.
Lloyd requesting confirmation of Jane’s account of eveliss Temple offers Jane and
Helen tea and seed cake, endearing herself eviirefuo Jane. When Mr. Lloyd’s letter
arrives and corroborates Jane’s story, Miss Temppldicly declares Jane to be innocent.
Relieved and contented, Jane devotes herself tsthaies. She excels at drawing and
makes progress in French.

Summary: Chapter 9

In the spring, life at Lowood briefly seems happlart the damp forest dell in which the
school resides is a breeding-ground for typhus,iaride warm temperatures more than
half the girls fall ill with the disease. Jane rensehealthy and spends her time playing
outdoors with a new friend, Ma#nn Wilson. Helen is sick, but not with typhus—e@an
learns the horrific news that her friend is dyifgonsumption. One evening, Jane
sneaks into Miss Temple’s room to see Helen ortditas. Helen promises Jane that she
feels little pain and is happy to be leaving theld/s suffering behind. Jane takes Helen
into her arms, and the girls fall asleep. During tiight, Helen dies. Her grave is
originally unmarked, but fifteen years after heatte a gray marble tablet is placed over
the spot (presumably by Jane), bearing the singlkel Resurgam, Latin for “I shall rise
again.”

Summary: Chapter 10

After Mr. Brocklehurst’s negligent treatment of thiels at Lowood is found to be one of
the causes of the typhus epidemic, a new group@rfseers is brought in to run the
school. Conditions improve dramatically for the ggugirls, and Jane excels in her
studies for the next six years. After spending tmare years at Lowood as a teacher,
Jane decides she is ready for a change, partlybeddiss Temple gets married and
leaves the school. She advertises in search o$taaga governess and accepts a position
at a manor called Thornfield.

Before leaving, Jane receives a visit from Bessl® tells her what has happened at
Gateshead since Jane departed for Lowood. Georgiterapted to run away in secret
with a man named Lord Edwin Vere, but Elipded the plan by revealing it to Mrs.
Reed. John has fallen into a life of debaucherydissblution. Bessie also tells Jane that
her father’s brother, John Eyr@ppeared at Gateshead seven years ago, lookidgrfe.
He did not have the time to travel to Lowood anahtrxavay to Madeira (a Portuguese
island west of Morocco) in search of wealth. Jame Bessie part ways, Bessie returning
to Gateshead, and Jane leaving for her new liféhatnfield.

Chapters 11-16

Summary: Chapter 11

Janes driver is late picking her up from the statidrMiilicote. When she finally arrives
at Thornfield it is nighttime. Although she canmdétinguish much of the house’s facade



from among the shadows, she finds the interiory@sl agreeable.” Mrs. Fairfaa

prim, elderly woman, is waiting for Jane. It tuing that Mrs. Fairfax is not, as Jane had
assumed from their correspondence, the owner ofrifiedd, but rather the housekeeper.
Thornfield’s owner, Mr. Rochesteravels regularly and leaves much of the manor’s
management to Mrs. Fairfax. Jane learns that shéeviutoring_Adélean eight-year-

old French girl whose mother was a singer and daides. Fairfax also tells Jane about
Rochester, saying that he is an eccentric man wianséy has a history of extreme and
violent behavior. Suddenly, Jane hears a peatange, eerie laughter echoing through
the house, and Mrs. Fairfax summons someone namass @hom she orders to make
less noise and to “remember directions.” When Gleaees, Mrs. Fairfax explains that
she is a rather unbalanced and unpredictable sem®stho works in the house.

Summary: Chapter 12

Jane finds life at Thornfield pleasant and comfadgaAdele proves to be exuberant and
intelligent, though spoiled and at times a bit fgiti Nonetheless, Jane is frequently
restless and collects her thoughts while pacingffield’s top-story passageway. One
evening a few months after her arrival at Thordfidane is alone watching the moon rise
when she perceives a horse approaching. It calisitonind the story Bessmce told

her of a spirit called a Gytrash, which disguigsslf as a mule, dog, or horse to frighten
“belated travellers.” Oddly enough, a dog then appas well. Once she realizes that the
horse has a rider, the uncanny moment ceasesaftrsthe horse passes her, it slips on a
patch of ice, and its rider tumbles to the groulahe helps the man rise to his feet and
introduces herself to him. She observes that halimsk face, stern features, and a
heavy brow. He is not quite middle-aged. Upon rexemgy Thornfield, Jane goes to Mrs.
Fairfax’s room and sees the same dog—Pilot—restimthe rug. A servant answers
Jane’s queries, explaining that the dog belongdrtdRochester, who has just returned
home with a sprained ankle, having fallen fromhuosse.

Summary: Chapter 13

The day following his arrival, Mr. Rochester ingtéane and Adeéle to have tea with him.
He is abrupt and rather cold toward both of thethpagh he seems charmed by Jane’s
drawings, which he asks to see. When Jane merttidviss. Fairfax that she finds
Rochester “changeful and abrupt,” Mrs. Fairfax ssgg that his mannerisms are the
result of a difficult personal history. Rochesteasssomething of a family outcast, and
when his father died, his older brother inheritéabfield. Rochester has been
Thornfield’s proprietor for nine years, since theath of his brother.

Summary: Chapter 14

Jane sees little of Rochester during his first deyBhornfield. One night, however, in his
“after-dinner mood,” Rochester sends for Jane atelA He gives Adele the present she
has been anxiously awaiting, and while Adele pl&ahester is uncharacteristically
chatty with Jane. When Rochester asks Jane whstleahinks him handsome, she
answers “no” without thinking, and from Rochestestduble reaction Jane concludes
that he is slightly drunk. Rochester's command et converse with him makes Jane
feel awkward, especially because he goes on teedh@t her relationship to him is not
one of servitude. Their conversation turns to thiecepts of sin, forgiveness, and



redemption. When Adele mentions her mother, Jaigrigued, and Rochester promises
to explain more about the situation on a futureasan.

Summary: Chapter 15

A while later, Rochester fulfills his promise tangeto tell her about his and Adele’s
pasts. He had a long affair with Adéle’s mothee, inench singer and dancer named
Celine VarensWhen he discovered that Celine was engagedatioat with another
man, Rochester ended the relationship. Rochessealhays denied Celine’s claim that
Adéle is his daughter, noting that the child loak®rly unlike him. Even so, when

Celine abandoned her daughter, Rochester brougdleAd England so that she would be
properly cared for.

Jane lies awake brooding about the strange insgfteg$as gained into her employer’'s
past. She hears what sound like fingers brushiagagthe walls, and an eerie laugh
soon emanates from the hallway. She hears a demirgpand hurries out of her room to
see smoke coming from Rochester’s door. Jane dasiodsis room and finds his bed
curtains ablaze. She douses the bed with wateng®&ochester’s life. Strangely,
Rochester’s reaction is to visit the third floortbé house. When he returns, he says
mysteriously, “I have found it all out, it is juas | thought.” He inquires whether Jane
has ever heard the eerie laughter before, andrsveeas that she has heard Grace Poole
laugh in the same way. “Just so. Grace Poole—ywoga baessed it,” Rochester confirms.
He thanks Jane for saving his life and cautiongdézll no one about the details of the
night’s events. He sleeps on the library sofalierremainder of the night.

Summary: Chapter 16

The next morning, Jane is shocked to learn thahélae tragedy of the night before has
caused no scandal. The servants believe Rochedtave fallen asleep with a lit candle
by his bed, and even Grace Poole shows no siguilbfog remorse. Jane cannot imagine
why an attempted murderer is allowed to continuekimg at Thornfield. She realizes
that she is beginning to have feelings for Rochiestd is disappointed that he will be
away from Thornfield for several days. He hastefattend a party where he will be in
the company of Blanche Ingram beautiful lady. Jane scolds herself for being
disappointed by the news, and she resolves tanegter flights of imaginative fancy by
comparing her own portrait to one she has drawBlariche Ingram, noting how much
plainer she is than the beautiful Blanche.

Chapters 17-21

Summary: Chapter 17

Rochestehas been gone for a week, and Jardismayed to learn that he may choose to
depart for continental Europe without returningrtwrnfield—according to Mrs. Fairfax
he could be gone for more than a year. A week,laterever, Mrs. Fairfax receives

word that Rochester will arrive in three days wattarge group of guests. While she
waits, Jane continues to be amazed by the apparerthal relations the strange, self—
isolated_Grace Poolenjoys with the rest of the staff. Jane also osaréa conversation

in which a few of the servants discuss Grace’s pigy and Jane is certain that she
doesn’t know the entire truth about Grace Poole's at Thornfield.



Rochester arrives at last, accompanied by a padiegant and aristocratic guests. Jane
is forced to join the group but spends the evemiatzhing them from a window seat.
Blanche Ingranand her mother are among the party’s membersthaydreat Jane with
disdain and cruelty. Jane tries to leave the patyRochester stops her. He grudgingly
allows her to go when he sees the tears brimmimgireyes. He informs her that she
must come into the drawing room every evening duhis guests’ stay at Thornfield. As
they part, Rochester nearly lets slip more thamtends. “Good-night, my—" he says,
before biting his lip.

Summary: Chapter 18

The guests stay at Thornfield for several daysh@ster and Blanche compete as a team
at charades. From watching their interaction, Jetieves that they will be married soon
though they do not seem to love one another. Bmahuld be marrying Rochester for

his wealth, and he for her beauty and her socisitipa. One day, a strange man named
Mr. Mason arrives at Thornfield. Jane dislikes lsinonce because of his vacant eyes and
his slowness, but she learns from him that Rochesiee lived in the West Indies, as he
himself has done. One evening, a gypsy woman coaiésornfield to tell the guests’
fortunes. Blanche Ingram goes first, and when sh&ms from her talk with the gypsy
woman she looks keenly disappointed.

Summary: Chapter 19

Jane goes in to the library to have her fortund,raad after overcoming her skepticism,
she finds herself entranced by the old woman’sdpeEhe gypsy woman seems to know
a great deal about Jane and tells her that sherysclose to happiness. She also says that
she told Blanche Ingram that Rochester was notemdtiay as he seemed, thereby
accounting for Blanche’s sullen mood. As the womreatds Jane’s fortune, her voice
slowly deepens, and Jane realizes that the gyfRgadkester in disguise. Jane reproaches
Rochester for tricking her and remembers thinkiveg Grace Poole might have been the
gypsy. When Rochester learns that Mr. Mason hagedrrhe looks troubled.

Summary: Chapter 20

The same night, Jane is startled by a sudden chyelp. She hurries into the hallway,
where Rochester assures everyone that a servantdraly had a nightmare. After
everyone returns to bed, Rochester knocks on Jdoeis He tells her that he can use her
help and asks whether she is afraid of blood. ldddéner to the third story of the house
and shows her Mr. Mason, who has been stabbee iarth. Rochester asks Jane to
stanch the wound and then leaves, ordering MasoJame not to speak to one another.
In the silence, Jane gazes at the image of thalap@nd Christ’s crucifixion that is
painted on the cabinet across from her. Rochestems with a surgeon, and as the men
tend to Mason’s wounds, Rochester sends Janed@fpotion downstairs. He gives
some of it to Mason, saying that it will give hiradrt for an hour. Once Mason is gone,
Jane and Rochester stroll in the orchard, and Rteheells Jane a hypothetical story
about a young man who commits a “capital errord iimreign country and proceeds to
lead a life of dissipation in an effort to “obtamlief.” The young man then hopes to
redeem himself and live morally with a wife, bungention prevents him from doing so.
He asks whether the young man would be justifietuerleaping an obstacle of



custom.” Jane’s reply is that such a man shoulll todGod for his redemption, not to
another person. Rochester—who obviously has beseridang his own situation—asks
Jane to reassure him that marrying Blanche wouldylhrim salvation. He then hurries
away before she has a chance to answer.

Summary: Chapter 21

Jane has heard that it is a bad omen to dreamildfer, and now she has dreams on
seven consecutive nights involving babies. Shentetirat her cousin John Releals
committed suicide, and that her aunt, Mrs. Réed suffered a stroke and is nearing
death. Jane goes to Gateshead, where she is ceuititeBessie She also sees her
cousins Elizaand_GeorgianéEliza is plain and plans to enter a convent, e/korgiana
is as beautiful as ever. Ever since Eliza ruinedr@iana’s hopes of eloping with a young
man, the two sisters have not gotten along. Jaetty patch things up with Mrs. Reed,
but the old woman is still full of hostility towatter late husband’s favorite. One day,
Mrs. Reed gives Jane a letter from her father'shiemg John EyreHe declares that he
wishes to adopt Jane and bequeath her his forfineeletter is three years old; out of
malice, Mrs. Reed did not forward it to Jane whiea ieceived it. In spite of her aunt’s
behavior, Jane tries once more to smooth relatististhe dying woman. But Mrs. Reed
refuses, and, at midnight, she dies.

Chapters 22-25

Summary: Chapter 22

Janeremains at Gateshead for a month because Geowyieads being left alone with
Eliza, with whom she does not get along. Eventually,rGi@ena goes to London to live
with her uncle, and Eliza joins a convent in Fradame tells us that Eliza eventually
becomes the Mother Superior of her convent, whéderGiana marries a wealthy man. At
Gateshead, Jane receives a letter from Mrs. Famfhich says that Rochesteguests
have departed and that Rochester has gone to Ldodmry a new carriage—a sure sign
of his intention to marry Blanch@s Jane travels toward Thornfield, she anxiously
anticipates seeing Rochester again, and yet shesa@bout what will become of her
after his marriage. To her surprise, as she watka the station at Millcote, Jane
encounters Rochester. When he asks her why stetdesl away from Thornfield so
long, she replies, still a bit bewildered, “I haween with my aunt, sir, who is dead.”
Rochester asks Jane whether she has heard abogtwhiarriage, and he tells her: “You
must see the carriage, Jane, and tell me if yott tfunk it will suit Mrs. Rochester
exactly.” After a few more words together, Jangeses herself by expressing the
happiness she feels in Rochester’s presence: Steangely glad to get back again to
you; and wherever you are is my home—my only horBack at the manor, Mrs.
Fairfax, Adele and the servants greet Jane warmly.

Summary: Chapter 23

After a blissful two weeks, Jane encounters Roehastthe gardens. He invites her to
walk with him, and Jane, caught off guard, accdptahester confides that he has finally
decided to marry Blanche Ingram and tells Janehitb&nows of an available governess
position in Ireland that she could take. Jane esg@e her distress at the great distance
that separates Ireland from Thornfield. The twd feemselves on a bench at the foot of



the chestnut tree, and Rochester says: “we withsite in peace to-night, though we
should never more be destined to sit there togétHertells Jane that he feels as though
they are connected by a “cord of communion.” Jares-s-“for | could repress what |
endured no longer,” she tells us, “l was obligegigdd.” Jane confesses her love for
Rochester, and to her surprise, he asks her teslveife. She suspects that he is teasing
her, but he convinces her otherwise by admittirag bie only brought up marrying
Blanche in order to arouse Jane’s jealousy. Coedrand elated, Jane accepts his
proposal. A storm breaks, and the newly engagegledwrries indoors through the rain.
Rochester helps Jane out of her wet coat, andibessthe opportunity to kiss her. Jane
looks up to see Mrs. Fairfax watching, astonisfddt night, a bolt of lightning splits
the same chestnut tree under which Rochester aredhdal been sitting that evening.

Summary: Chapter 24

Preparations for Jane and Rochester’'s wedding timnasmoothly. Mrs. Fairfax treats
Jane coldly because she doesn't realize that Jas@aleady engaged to Rochester when
she allowed him to kiss her. But even after shenkethe truth, Mrs. Fairfax maintains

her disapproval of the marriage. Jane feels uesktidlmost fearful, when Rochester calls
her by what will soon be her name, Jane Rochekee explains that everything feels
impossibly ideal, like a fairy-tale or a daydredRechester certainly tries to turn Jane
into a Cinderella-like figure: he tells her he wadhess her in jewels and in finery befitting
her new social station, at which point Jane becaeregied and self-protective. She has
a premonitory feeling that the wedding will not pap, and she decides to write her
uncle, John Eyrewho is in Madeira. Jane reasons that if John Byme to make her his
heir, her inheritance might put her on more eqoatihg with Rochester, which would
make her feel less uncomfortable about the marriage

Summary: Chapter 25

The night before her wedding, Jane waits for Raehew/ho has left Thornfield for the
evening. She grows restless and takes a walk iorttterd, where she sees the now-split
chestnut tree. When Rochester arrives, Jane iellgbout strange events that have
occurred in his absence. The preceding evening,sJaredding dress arrived, and
underneath it was an expensive veil—Rochester' dimgdyift to Jane. In the night, Jane
had a strange dream, in which a little child ciretier arms as Jane tried to make her
way toward Rochester on a long, winding road. Retgraldismisses the dream as
insignificant, but then she tells him about a selcdream. This time, Jane loses her
balance and the child falls from her knee. Themreas so disturbing that it roused Jane
from her sleep, and she perceived “a form” rustimger closet. It turned out to be a
strange, savage-looking woman, who took Jane’savelltore it in two. Rochester tells
her that the woman must have been Grace Rouldhat what she experienced was really
“half-dream, half-reality.” He tells her that hellgive her a full explanation of events
after they have been married for one year and ageJhne sleeps with Adéle for the
evening and cries because she will soon have e léne sleeping girl.

Chapter 26
Summary



Sophiehelps Janéress for the wedding, and Rochested Jane walk to the church. Jane
notes a pair of strangers reading the headstortbeg ichurchyard cemetery. When Jane
and Rochester enter the church, the two strangeralso present. When the priest asks if
anyone objects to the ceremony, one of the straragewers: “The marriage cannot go
on: | declare the existence of an impediment.” Rsbtér attempts to proceed with the
ceremony, but the stranger explains that Rochestdready married—his wife is a
Creole woman whom Rochester wed fifteen yearseraniJamaica. The speaker
explains that he is a solicitor from London, andriteoduces himself as Mr. Briggkle
produces a signed letter from Richard Maaéfirming that Rochester is married to
Mason’s sister, Berthar. Mason himself then steps forward to corrobetae story.
After a moment of inarticulate fury, Rochester atdntinat his wife is alive and that in
marrying Jane he would have been knowingly takisg@nd wife. No one in the
community knows of his wife because she is mad,Rmchester keeps her locked away
under the care of Grace PooBut, he promises them all, Jane is completelgignt of
Bertha’s existence. He orders the crowd to comiehtwrnfield to see her, so that they
may understand what impelled him to his presentssoaf action.

At Thornfield, the group climbs to the third stoBochester points out the room where
Bertha bit and stabbed her brother, and then tsedifapestry to uncover a second door.
Inside the hidden room is Bertha Masander the care of Grace Poole. Jane writes:

In the deep shade, at the farther end of the radigure ran backwards and forwards.
What it was, whether beast or human being, onedaoad, at first sight tell: it grovelled,
seemingly, on all fours; it snatched and growl&d Bome strange wild animal: but it was
covered with clothing, and a quantity of dark, gk hair, wild as a mane, hid its head
and face.

Bertha attempts to strangle Rochester, who renhiredaudience, “this is the sole
conjugal embrace | am ever to know.” Jane leavesdbm with Mason and Briggs, who
tells her that he learned of her intent to marneaa a letter from Jane’s uncle, John
Eyre, to Mason. It turns out that the two men aguaintances, and Mason had stopped
in Madeira on his way back to Jamaica when Joheived Jane’s letter. Approaching
death, John asked Mason to hurry to England to keveiece. After the wedding crowd
disperses, Jane locks herself in her room and pkiimgo an inexpressible grief. She
thinks about the almost calm manner in which thermmg’s events unfolded and how it
seems disproportionate to the immense effect thesets will have on her life. She
prays to God to be with her.

Chapters 27-28

Summary: Chapter 27

After falling asleep for a short while, Jaa@akes to the realization that she must leave
Thornfield. When she steps out of her room, shasfiRochestewaiting in a chair on the
threshold. To Rochester’s assurances that he mes&nt to wound her, and to his pleas
of forgiveness, Jane is silent, although she cesfid the reader that she forgave him on
the spot. Jane suddenly feels faint, and Rocheatees her to the library to revive her.
He then offers her a new proposal—to leave Engteittd him for the South of France,
where they will live together as husband and wiltme refuses, explaining that no matter
how Rochester chooses to view the situation, sHheewer be more than a mistress to



him while Berthas alive. Rochester realizes that he must expldiyn he does not
consider himself married, and he launches intestbey of his past.

Unwilling to divide his property, Rochester’s fatheft his entire estate to his other son,
Rowland, and sent Rochester to Jamaica to marh&enrho was to inherit a massive
fortune—30,000 pounds. Bertha was beautiful, atitbagh she and Rochester spent
hardly any time alone, the stimulated, dazzled,igndrant youth believed himself to be
in love and agreed to the marriage. Shortly aftenvvedding, Rochester learned that
Bertha’s mother was not, as he had been led teusldead, but mad and living in an
insane asylum. Bertha’s younger brother was a mdige Rochester’s father and brother
had known about the family’s unpromising genetgaley, but they had promoted the
marriage for the sake of the money. Bertha sooealed herself to be coarse, perverse,
and prone to violent outbreaks of temper and unine@&idulgences. These excesses only
hastened the approach of what had been lurkingeohdrizon already: absolute
madness. By this time, Rochester’s father and brdihd died, so Rochester found
himself all alone with a maniacal wife and a hugeune. He considered killing himself
but returned to England instead. He resolved togpRertha at Thornfield Hall “in safety
and comfort: [to] shelter her degradation with segr and leave her.” Rochester then
drifted around the continent from one city to tlext) always in search of a woman to
love. When he was met with disappointment, he satokdebauchery. He was always
disappointed with his mistresses, because they,weree puts it, “the next worse thing
to buying a slave.” Then he met Jane. Rochesteltg¢he story of their introduction

from his point of view, telling her that she encteahhim from the start.

Jane feels torn. She doesn’t want to condemn Reahesfurther misery, and a voice
within her asks, “Who in the world cares for youdahe wonders how she could ever find
another man who values her the way Rochester dadsyhether, after a life of
loneliness and neglect, she should leave therfiest who has ever loved her. Yet her
conscience tells her that she will respect heedkethe more if she bears her suffering
alone and does what she believes to be right. SlseRochester that she must go, but she
kisses his cheek and prays aloud for God to blessak she departs. That night, Jane has
a dream in which her mother tells her to flee teatiph. She grabs her purse, sneaks
down the stairs, and leaves Thornfield.

Summary: Chapter 28

Riding in a coach, Jane quickly exhausts her meagaey supply and is forced to sleep
outdoors. She spends much of the night in prayet tlae following day she begs for
food or a job in the nearby town. No one helps Brcept for one farmer who is willing
to give her a slice of bread. After another dapeJsees a light shining from across the
moors. Following it, she comes to a house. Thrabghwindow, Jane sees two young
women studying German while their servant knitenfrtheir conversation Jane learns
that the servant is named Hannah and that thefgia@eing women are Diarend

Mary. The three women are waiting for someone namedioBn(pronounced “Sinjin”).
Jane knocks on the door, but Hannah refuses teeten. Collapsing on the doorstep in
anguish and weakness, Jane cries, “I can but el believe in God. Let me try to wait
His will in silence.” A voice answers, “All men mudie, but all are not condemned to
meet a lingering and premature doom, such as yeoutd be if you perished here of
want.” The voice belongs to “St. John,” who bridgse into the house. He is the brother



of Diana and Mary, and the three siblings give Jand and shelter. They ask her some
guestions, and she gives them a false name: “Jéo#.E

Chapters 29-32

Summary: Chapter 29

After she is taken in by the Rivers siblings, Japends three days recuperating in bed.
On the fourth day, she feels well again and follthessmell of baking bread into the
kitchen, where she finds Hannah. Jane criticizamidh for judging her unfairly when

she asked for help, and Hannah apologizes. Hamtlahhe story of Mr. Rivers, the
siblings’ father, who lost most of the family foni in a bad business deal. In turn, Diana
and_Marywere forced to work as governesses—they are dilassh End (or Moor
House) now because their father died three weeksJame then relates some of her own
story and admits that Jane Elliott is not her reahe._St. Johpromises to find her a job.

Summary: Chapter 30

Jane befriends Diana and Mary, who admire her argsvand give her books to read. St.
John, on the other hand, remains distant and atitthugh he is never unkind. After a
month, Diana and Mary must return to their postg@agrnesses. St. John has found a
position for Jane, running a charity school fofggin the town of Morton. Jane accepts,
but St. John presumes that she will soon leavedheol out of restlessness, perhaps
because he himself is quite restless. His sistexgext he will soon leave England for a
missionary post overseas. St. John tells his sistat their Uncle John has died and left
them nothing, because all his money went to anpthknown, relative. Jane learns that
it was Uncle John who led Mr. Rivers into his disaiss business deal.

Summary: Chapter 31

At Morton, the wealthy heiress Rosamond Oligesvides Jane with a cottage in which
to live. Jane begins teaching, but to her own teghes finds the work degrading and
disappointing. While on a visit to Jane, St. Joéweals that he, too, used to feel that he
had made the wrong career choice, until one dayhed God’s call. Now he plans to
become a missionary. The beautiful Rosamond Othen appears, interrupting St. John
and Jane’s conversation. From their interactione Jeelieves that Rosamond and St.
John are in love.

Summary: Chapter 32

Jane’s students become more familiar and endeareert and Jane becomes quite
popular among them. At night, though, she has tmegimightmares that involve
RochesterJane continues to pay attention to the relatipnsétween St. John and
Rosamond, who often visits the school when she krstwJohn will be there. Rosamond
asks Jane to draw her portrait, and as she is mgda it one day, St. John pays her a
visit. He gives her a new book of poetry (Sir WiaBeott’'sMarmion) and looks at the
drawing. She offers to draw him a duplicate, arahtboldly declares that he ought to
marry Rosamond. St. John admits that he lovesrgisatempted by her beauty, but he
explains that he refuses to allow worldly affecttorinterfere with his holy duties. The



flirtatious, silly, and shallow Rosamond would makeerrible wife for a missionary.
Suddenly, St. John notices something on the eddare’'s paper and tears off a tiny
piece—Jane is not certain why. With a peculiar loakhis face, he hurries from the
room.

Chapters 33-35

Summary: Chapter 33

One snowy night, Jarsts readindMarmion when_St. Joh@appears at the door.
Appearing troubled, he tells Jane the story ofrgman girl who became the governess at
Thornfield Hall, then disappeared after nearly iyiag Edward Rochestethis runaway
governess’s name is Jane Eyre. Until this poimte Jas been cautious not to reveal her
past and has given the Rivers a false name. Tkhusugih it is clear that St. John suspects
her of being the woman about whom he speaks, sbe it immediately identify herself
to him. He says that he has received a letter aiulicitor named Mr. Briggsitimating
that it is extremely important that this Jane Byegfound. Jane is only interested in
whether Mr. Briggs has sent news of RochesterShulohn says that Rochester’s well-
being is not at issue: Jane Eyre must be foundusedaer uncle, John Eyreas died,
leaving her the vast fortune of 20,000 pounds.

Jane reveals herself to be Jane Eyre, knowingsthaohn has guessed already. She asks
him how he knew. He shows her the scrap of papéorefrom her drawing the previous
day: it is her signature. She then asks why Mrg@giwould have sent him a letter about
her at all. St. John explains that though he didrealize it before, he is her cousin: her
Uncle John was his Uncle John, and his name 308t Eyre Rivers. Jane is overjoyed
to have found a family at long last, and she dectdedivide her inheritance between her
cousins and herself evenly, so that they eachimbikrit 5,000 pounds.

Summary: Chapter 34

Jane closes her school for Christmas and spendgpgy ime with her newfound cousins
at Moor House. Dianand_Maryare delighted with the improvements Jane has ratde
the school, but St. John seems colder and morandiftan ever. He tells Jane that
Rosamonds engaged to a rich man named Mr. Granby. Ongldagsks Jane to give up
her study of German and instead to learn “Hindustaith him—the language he is
learning to prepare for missionary work in India #me goes by, St. John exerts a
greater and greater influence on Jane; his powar loer is almost uncanny. This leaves
Jane feeling empty, cold, and sad, but she followsvishes. At last, he asks her to go to
India with him to be a missionary—and to be hisewBhe agrees to go to India as a
missionary but says that she will not be his wieduse they are not in love. St. John
harshly insists that she marry him, declaring tbatfuse his proposal is the same as to
deny the Christian faith. He abruptly leaves thamo

Summary: Chapter 35



During the following week, St. John continues tegaure Jane to marry him. She resists
as kindly as she can, but her kindness only makesnsist more bitterly and

unyieldingly that she accompany him to India aswife. Diana tells Jane that she would
be a fool to go to India with St. John, who conssdger merely a tool to aid his great
cause. After dinner, St. John prays for Jane, hrdssovercome with awe at his powers
of speech and his influence. She almost feels cthaap® marry him, but at that moment
she hears what she thinks is Rochester’s voickngdler name as if from a great
distance. Jane believes that something fatefubbasrred, and St. John’s spell over her
is broken.

Chapters 36—-38

Summary: Chapter 36

Janecontemplates her supernatural experience of #nvqurs night, wondering whether

it was really Rochest&rvoice that she heard calling to her and wheleshester might
actually be in trouble. She finds a note from Shnlurging her to resist temptation, but
nevertheless she boards a coach to Thornfieldtr&hels to the manor, anxious to see
Rochester and reflecting on the ways in which Hierlas changed in the single year
since she left. Once hopeless, alone, and impdeztjslane now has friends, family, and
a fortune. She hurries to the house after her cagores and is shocked to find

Thornfield a charred ruin. She goes to an inn dale Rochester Arms to learn what has
happened. Here, she learns that Bertha Masbthe house ablaze several months earlier.
Rochester saved his servants and tried to saweife@isbut she flung herself from the

roof as the fire raged around her. In the fire, ister lost a hand and went blind. He has
taken up residence in a house called Ferndeartebbdaep in the forest, with John and
Mary, two elderly servants.

Summary: Chapter 37

Jane goes to Ferndean. From a distance, she seleedt®r reach a hand out of the door,
testing for rain. His body looks the same, butface is desperate and disconsolate.
Rochester returns inside, and Jane approachestise hShe knocks, and Mary answers
the door. Inside, Jane carries a tray to Rochestes,is unable to see her. When he
realizes that Jane is in the room with him, helthishe must be a ghost or spirit speaking
to him. When he catches her hand, he takes has @rims, and she promises never to
leave him. The next morning they walk through theods, and Jane tells Rochester
about her experiences the previous year. She resstwe him that she is not in love with
St. John. He asks her again to marry him, and ay®yes—they are now free from the
specter of Bertha MasoRochester tells Jane that a few nights earhea, inoment of
desperation, he called out her name and thougheael her answer. She does not wish
to upset him or excite him in his fragile conditi@amd so she does not tell him about
hearing his voice at Moor House.

Summary: Chapter 38

Jane and Rochester marry with no witnesses otherttte parson and the church clerk.
Jane writes to her cousins with the news. St. d@lver acknowledges what has
happened, but Mary and Dianaite back with their good wishes. Jane visits I&d# her



school, and finds her unhappy. Remembering heradwdhood experience, Jane moves
Adéle to a more congenial school, and Adele growtowe a very pleasant and mild-
mannered young woman.

Jane writes that she is narrating her story afteryears of marriage to Rochester, which
she describes as inexpressibly blissful. Theydis@quals, and she helps him to cope
with his blindness. After two years, Rochester bedo regain his vision in one eye, and
when their first child—a boy—is born, Rochestealide to see the baby. Jane writes that
Diana and Mary have both found husbands and thdb8h went to India as he had
planned. She notes that in his last letter, St &dnmed to have had a premonition of his
own approaching death. She does not believe tieatvBhhear from St. John again, but
she does not grieve for him, saying that he hdsléal his promise and done God’s

work. She closes her book with a quote from higtetn which he begs the Lord Jesus to
come for him quickly.



