Globe Theatre

Modeled after Shakespeare’s Old Globe in LondosnQld Globe Theatre was built in

1935 to present abridged versions of Shakespealagy/s as part of the California Pacific
International Exposition. At the conclusion of #seposition in 1937, a non-profit
production corporation, the San Diego Communityafires leased the theatre and adjacent
building from the City of San Diego (an arrangenthat continues today) and renovated
the theatre for ongoing use.

On December 2, 1937, the remodeled Old Globe Téegiened with a production of John
Van Druten’sThe Distaff Sde. In the cast was a young actor named Craig Ndebse
presence as an actor, director, and artistic leadatd guide the theatre’s growth through
more than five decades of continuous productiond vehose role as Artistic Director
continues to this day.

On March 8, 1978, an arson fire destroyed the lan@rtheatre. Fortunately, the
administrative offices, rehearsal hall, dressingme, scenery and costume shops, and the
Cassius Carter Centre Stage were spared fromaime4. In 1982, the new 580 seat in The
Old Globe opened with a production of Shakespe#@®¥ou Like It.

Today, the Old Globe Theatre is the flagship vefiou¢he organization, where several
world premieres, such &sto the Woods, Play On!, The Full Monty andlmaginary Friends
have been staged, and have then gone on to ergogssiul runs on Broadway.

The OId Globe's Artistic Director Jack O'Brien saythe Old Globe Theatre, "I love the
generosity of this theatre space, its fluid desitgnperfect sight-lines, its great acoustics. If
theatre in San Diego has a cradle, The Old Gloli€' is

Theoriginal Globe

The original Globe was dglizabethan theatri December 1598 and January 1599 in
South Parkon the south bank of tiéhamesin an area now known &ankside It was
one of several major theatres that were locateéddrarea, the others being thean the
RoseandThe Hope The Globe was the principglayhouseof theLord Chamberlain's
Men (who would become thi€ing's Menin 1603). Most of Shakespeare's post-1599
playswere originally staged at the Globe, includiutjus Caesar, Macbeth, Othello,
King Lear andHamlet.

The Globe was owned by a consortium of actors, (gloept for one) were also
shareholders in theord Chamberlain's Mermwo of the six Globe shareholdeRichard
Burbageand his brothe€uthbert Burbageowned double shares of the whole, or 25%
each; the other four men, Shakespeare Jolh HemingesAugustine Phillipsand
Thomas Popeowned a single share, or 12.5%. (These initiapprtions changed over




time, as new sharers were added. Shakespearesscsmamished from 1/8 to 1/14, or
roughly 7%, over the course of his carédér.)

The Globe was built in 1599 using timber from arlieatheatre,The Theatrethat had
been built by Richard Burbage's fathémmes Burbagen Shoreditchin 1576. The
Burbages originally had a 20-ydaaseof the site on which the Theatre was built. When
the lease ran out, they dismantled The Theatre liydmeam and transported it over the
Thames to reconstruct it as The Globe.

The first Globe burned to the ground on June 29316y flaming material expelled
from a cannon used for special effects during éopmiance oHenry V111 that ignited
thethatched roobf the gallery? It was rebuilt immediately, this time with a tiledof,
and reopened in July 1614.

Like all the other theatres in London, the Globes wimsed down by theuritansin 1642.
It was destroyed in 1644 to make roomtEamementslts exact location remained
unknown until remnants of its foundations were diged in 1989 beneafinchor
Terraceon Park Street. There may be further remains lile#gachor Terrace, but the
18th century terrace Isted and may not be disturbed by archaeologists.

L ayout of the Globe

The Globe's precise shape and size have been pgagpsttier by scholarly inquiry over
the last two centuries. The evidence suggeststthais a three-story, 10@ot wide,
open-airamphitheatethat could house around 3,000 spectators. In b&hakespeare's
plays (thehistoryHenry V), it is referred to as "this wooden O", and isi®wn as a

round building on a contemporary engraving of Lamdon this basis, some assume the
building wascircular, while others favor anctagonakhape. Archaeological evidence
suggests the playhouse haeknty sides

At the base of the stage, there was an area dakegard’ where people (the
"groundlings") would stand to watch the performar®und the yard were three levels
of seating, which were more expensive than standiegfirst two were called the
Twopenny Rooms and the top level was called they&allery.



&
The stage of the modern Globe Theatre.

A rectangulastage platfornthrust out into the middle of the open-air yartisIstage
measuredoughly 40 feet wide and 30 feet deep. On this stagee tivas arap doorfor

use by performers to enter from beneath the sthgegrea beneath the stage was known
as the 'cellarage’. There was a second trap ddbeiback of the stage that was used for
the same purpose. Often thieabeneath the stage is also called 'hell’, sincersiagural
beings (such as the ghostHamlet) enter and exit the stage from this area.

Large columns either side of the stage supportedfeover the rear portion of the stage.
This ceiling was called the 'heavens', arab probably painted with images of the sky. A
trap door in the heavens enabled performers tafflgescend using some form of rope
and harness.

The back wall of the stage consisted of three doorthe first floor and a balcony on the
second. The doors entered into the 'tiring holsekstage area) where the actors dressed
and awaited their entrances. The balcony housenhtisécians and could also be used for
scenes requiring an upper space, such as the lgacene irRomeo and Juliet. In

addition it could be used as theotd's Room’, wher@igherpaying audience members
could pay to be seated - more to be seen tharetthsplay, since they would have been
behindthe performers.

The modern Globe



o
The rebuilt Globe Theatre.

At the instigation oSam Wanamaker new Globe theatre was built according to an
Elizabetharplan. The structural design was carried ouBbyo Happoldwith Pentagram
as the architects. It opened in 1997 under the n&mnakespeare's Globe Theatre" and
now stages plays every summer (May to Octold¢ayk Rylancewas appointed as the
first artistic directorof the modern Globe in 1995. After 10 yedsminic Dromgoole
took over in 2006.

The new theatre is 20frdsfrom the original site, and was the fitsatched roof
building permitted in London since tk&eat Fire of Londof 1666

As in the original, both the stage and the audiemeeoutdoors. Plays are put on during
the summer; in the winter, the theatre is useeércational purposes, and tours are
available.

Although the reconstruction is carefully researgtikd original plan was modified by the
addition ofsprinklerson the roof, to protect against fire, and the titeeis partly joined
onto a modern lobby and visitors centre. In additanly 1,500 people may be housed
during a show, unlike the 3,000 of Shakespearas (Elizabethans were less concerned
about theipersonal spacthan modern theatregoers).
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